Good Shepherd Lutheran School
Newsletter for Families & Friends
Our mission is to provide a Christ -centered environment in which we guide our
children socially, spiritually, intellectually, and physically.

DECEMBER

I S S U E

Advent Wreath Making
NOV 30: 5PM—Tree
Lighting ALL SCHOOL
CHILDREN SING!

DEC 1: Tuition due for
8 payment plans

DEC 2 & 3: Little
Elves Christmas Shop
DEC 10 & 11 : Advent
Liturgies—5:30 pm
AFTER CARE ends at
4pm on Dec. 11
DEC 17,18, 19: Class
Christmas Parties

DEC 19: NO AFTERCARE

DEC 22 thru JAN 2:
SCHOOL CLOSED for
Christmas Vacation

JAN 5:school resumes
---------------- December Bible Verse:

“Today . . . A Savior
has been born to
you.” Luke 2:11

D E C EM B E R
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From the Director…………………Judy R. Hinsch

CALENDAR:
NOV 30: 9AM—

#8 6

By the time you receive this newsletter, a long-awaited project will be underway at Good
Shepherd Lutheran School: new windows! We are excited to have better energy efficiency,
safety, and an updated look to our building. As with any project of this magnitude, it does not
come without some inconveniences. So we ask for your patience and understanding while we
are under construction. On certain days, to expedite the installation, we will be moving some
of our classes to a different classroom for the day. Please note that all workers have clearances
on file. The work is to be completed by Wednesday, December 3.

A New Church Season Begins . . . . .
Blue, the color of hope, is the liturgical color for Advent in the Lutheran church. The season of
preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ begins with the fourth Sunday before Christmas,
this year on November 30. The word “advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” We think of this
preparation in three ways:
1.

The centuries of preparation for Christ’s coming as seen in the Old Testament

2. The preparation that we as individuals and as families make for the coming of Christ into
our lives again each year with the celebration of the birth of the baby in Bethlehem
3. The ‘looking forward’ to the time when Christ will be recognized by all people everywhere
as King of kings and Lord of lords.
At Good Shepherd, we encourage the children to wait and anticipate the arrival of the Baby in
the manger as we learn the events of that very first Christmas. God’s love comes down to us in
Jesus Christ, therefore we share the joy of the season and tell of this very special love.

Chapel Corner……………………………

ELCA
World Hunger responds to the root causes of hunger with work in 60 countries
around the world, including the United States. Cornerstones of this work include
hunger education, advocacy and projects focused on agriculture, livestock, water,
health care and job training to help people lift themselves out of hunger and poverty
for the long-term. Our Advent Liturgy free will offerings will be added to our chapel
offerings for this important mission outreach.
Our offerings for the month of December will be designated for World Hunger.

Good Shepherd Lutheran School Memberships:
Lutheran Schools Association (Metro New York)
Evangelical Lutheran Education Association
Licensed by the Office of Children & Family
Services of NY State & Registered Non-Public Pre
School New York State Department of Education.
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Read this newsletter online at www.ourshepherdlives.org [under the school heading] to see the full-color version!

Just a Little Donkey
Just a little donkey
but on my back I bore
the one and only Savior
the world was waiting for.
Just a little donkey,
but I was strong and proud
I gladly carried Mary
through the chaos of the
crowd.
I brought her to a stable
where she made a tiny bed
a place for Baby Jesus
to lay His little head.
I pray the world remembers
that special Christmas
night
when just a little donkey
carried heaven’s precious
Light.

Look at what’s happening at YOUR school!
Annual Christmas
Tree Lighting

Advent
Wreath
Making

Sunday ~ 5pm

Event ~

November 30

Sunday

School Children
will sing on
stage!

November 30 at 9am

Watch for

information to sign up and reserve your materials
including candle ring, greens, candles, & booklet.

“Angel, Angel, What Do You See?”
December 10 & 11 at 5:30 pm
Join the children as they present the story of the birth of Jesus! All nursery
and pre-kindergarten children are participating in the Advent Liturgies.
Families and friends are welcome. Doors
open at 5:15 and children should be
brought to their classrooms at that time.
Parents may proceed to the church.
TODDLER FAMILIES WELCOME ~ SEE WHAT
YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE DOING NEXT YEAR!

SANTA
LETTERS!
Reminders:
 No flash photography is permitted.
Not only is it a policy of the church, it is a
distraction for the children as they try to
focus on their presentation.
 An offering will be gathered for ELCA
World Hunger
 After Care ends at 4:00 pm on Thursday, Dec.11
 Reminders coming soon about which
evening your child’s class is performing.

Your letter to Santa
@ The North Pole can
be mailed in the hallway
beginning December 1!
Remember to do it by
December 12!

Snacks!

The Office
of Children & Familyour
Services School
of NY State is reminding all of their licensed
Support

school (that includes us!) to&
make
sure our children
are eating Spirit!
healthy! When it is your child’s turn to
Show
your
share or you are packing their lunchbox, please include fruits & vegetables instead of cookies &

ZUMBA!
Classes are

Give the perfect gift:

held each

a Lands End apparel or

Monday

accessory item and add the Good Shepherd Logo!
Visit our very own Good Shepherd Lands’ End store online! You can shop for apparel and
accessories personalized with the Good Shepherd Logos for your children as well as yourself.
Start off by visiting Landsend.com/school…Create an account. On the bottom left hand side click
‘Find your schools dress code’ and fill in the information or put in our school number 900147208,
you may then set Good Shepherd as your preferred school While shopping, make sure you are
using the school uniforms tab at the top of the website, otherwise you won’t be able to add the
embroidered logo. After selecting something you would like to purchase, you will be given the
option to add either GS Logo for a small fee. If the option is not there make sure you have created
an account and added GS as your preferred school. You may also call to place an order
(1.800.963.4816) And again, in order to have the logos you must use the school uniforms portion of the website! If you have any questions call customer service at 1.800.963.4816
Kids shop during class hours on December 2 & 3.
Parent volunteers will
shop with the children
and assist in making
choices.

evening
school is
in session!
6:15-7:15
Try a class
for $10.
Pick up a
flier on the
table in the

Please send in your child’s money by November 26 in the envelope that was sent home.

Make-up day will be Thursday, December 4 for final shopping.



Yes, it is really that time….already!
REGISTRATION FOR THE 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR HAS BEGUN!
An application with the $100 fee will hold your spot. Some of our classes are filling up; please
do not delay! Registration has opened to the general public. Already 50+ families have secured
places for next year. Every year someone waits too long and misses out—don’t let that be you!
Please spread the word about our next Open House on January 12 and 13 during school hours.

Coming Soon! Our new website for Good Shepherd School!

school
hallway
and join the
fun. Bring
your
friends and
relatives
too!

Visit the Good Shepherd Lutheran School Library . . . A very special place!

“OURS & YOURS”
CHRISTMAS GATHERING
Birthday Book Club Books
have been added this month to our
library in honor of:

Austin Carrieri
Riisa Iwomoto
Sia Khandelwal
Jack McCaffery
Jake Menig
Isabelle Raba
Reo Sawada
Sophia Yew
Hannah Zimmermann

In appreciation for the monthly use of our gym,
The Magician’s Guild is hosting a Christmas
gathering in our school gym at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, December 4th. This gathering is for
our church & school families (ages 4 & older
please) as well as the International Association
of Magicians and will
feature a magic show hosted
by Wayne Haarhaus and a
piano Christmas sing-along. Come out, bring your
friends & family to this
magical evening!

[

Important:
School is Closed

MONDAY
December 22
through
FRIDAY
January 2 for
the Christmas

Vacation.

The Staff of Good Shepherd Lutheran School wishes
all of our children and their families a Blessed Christmas
and a New Year filled with peace, joy, and good health.
See you on

January

5 as

we prepare to celebrate the 12th Day
of Christmas with
the Feast of The
Epiphany!

WINTER WEATHER REMINDERs

Drop-Off and Pick-Up:

We would like to remind for all parents and caregivers who drop-off and pick-up children that
for the safety of all, our doors open just a few minutes early. If you arrive before the doors open, you may wish to wait in your car
where it is warmer until you see the school doors open.. For security and to keep the building warm, we cannot have you wait inside
the building.

Snow Stakes:

These stakes (long fiberglass sticks) mark the pathways around the campus to aid in snow removal. Please do
not allow your children to touch, bend, or remove these when they are outside the school building. Remember your supervision is
essential; we do not want to restrict your child from this playtime with friends, but will do so if we see a lack of cooperation.

Outdoor Play:

Unless the weather is bitterly cold, windy, or damp, the children will go out for recess (at the very least for a
short walk). Please be sure that your child has adequate clothing, including a warm enough jacket, hat, and mittens. Girls will usually
be most comfortable in pants. Sometimes 32° and sunny is perfect playground weather, and 40° with a damp wind will keep us
inside. Rest assured that we are very careful in determining outdoor vs. indoor recess.

COATS!
We are
collecting
new and
gently used
warm coats
for kids of all ages and adults.
Please bring your donations to the
school hallway as soon as possible.
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BREAKING NEWS!!
A “Crayon Kiosk” has come to Good Shepherd, the
first one ever to find a home in a Pre-School!
This Ipad locking station is the creation of Rob Mascarelli of Aridan
Books, Inc. It’s the result of fundraising dollars at work and with its
fun crayon shape, securely holds two brand new ipads. With educational apps for children, it will be shared in our classrooms and will
provide an extra teaching resource for your children, using interactive apps, stories, and other age-appropriate programs. Used only
with careful staff supervision, it is programmed with a variety of
security settings. Mr. Mascarelli is a former Good Shepherd parent.
We appreciate his working with us to make this purchase possible!

Around the School . . . .

In addition to everyday
happenings captured in
these photos, included
are some of our full day
“Fun Fridays with
Friends,” enrichment
classes and a visit from
the Plainview Fire Department and Captain
Greg Kies (yes, husband
of Mrs. Kies). A new
digital wifi camera
means we can send the
photos right to the
office computers!

