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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

CELEBRATING 65 YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE

Luke 24:13 Now on that same
day two of them were going to a
village called Emmaus, about
seven miles* from Jerusalem,
14
and talking with each other
about all these things that had
happened. 15While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went
with them, 16but their eyes were
kept from recognizing
him….28As they came near the
village to which they were going,
he walked ahead as if he were
going on. 29But they urged him
strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us,
because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over.’ So
he went in to stay with them.
30
When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them.
31
Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight.
32
They said to each other,
‘Were not our hearts burning
within us* while he was talking
to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?’

It is baseball season, and any good fan knows that in the seventh inning is a
time for you to get out of your seat and stretch. In a month’s time it will be seven
years ago that you called me to be your pastor here at Good Shepherd, and I
have been taking some time to stretch and get out of my seat and to reflect on
our journey thus far. Those beginning days were very similar to the setting out of
those disciples on the road to Emmaus. There was a lot of hurt and pain to process, and the journey ahead for us appeared as though it would be long and hard.
Despite not being able to see the future clearly, we began our walk together.
In Latin there is a saying, solvitur ambulando which means it is solved by
walking. The term was originated by the 4th-century-B.C. Greek philosopher
Diogenes. When asked to respond to the question of whether motion is real —
he got up and walked. To move is to be alive and to be sedentary can be deadly.
You most likely are familiar with recent health statistics that claim sitting is the
new smoking. Sitting for six or more hours a day makes you 40 percent more
likely to die within 15 years than someone who sits for fewer than three hours a
day! For a congregation this is true as well. A faith community that is stuck and
stagnant soon finds itself failing.
Ernest Hemmingway said that walking helped him develop his best thoughts
while mulling over a problem. The philosopher Nietzsche said walking was essential for thinking and that all truly great thoughts are conceived while walking.
Seven years ago, when we starting walking together, we quickly became inspired,
tried new things, and developed a holy imagination. And while it is true that
every adventure trail has some tricky terrain and that there have been some slips
and falls along the way, we have found that there have been more and more
hands outstretched to help us up when we stumble.
Why have we received such blessings as we have walked along together?
Has it been luck or determination and resolve that have brought us to a more
promising land? I would argue that there has been but one reason for the joy we
have found on our journey, and it is the same reason that the early disciples
encountered on their road to Emmaus. From our first steps together in faith we
have walked with Our Lord Jesus, trusting that with Christ as a traveling
companion we cannot go astray.
As we continue to attract new and diverse children of God to join our faith
family at Good Shepherd let us continue to trust Our Lord Jesus’ leading as we
blaze new trails in pursuit of gospel truth. Let us not become content with the
way things are, but let us instead strive to share this good news we have far and
wide.
Walking together with hearts ablaze,
Pastor Eric Olaf Olsen+

Scott McKenzie’s version of this song has been called “the unofficial anthem of the
counterculture movement of the 1960s, including the Hippie, Anti-Vietnam War and
Flower Power movements.” Released on May 13, 1967, the song was an instant hit. By the
week ending July 1, 1967, it reached the number four spot on the Billboard Hot 100 in the
US, where it remained for four consecutive weeks. The single sold over seven million
copies worldwide!
The summer of 2017 is the 40th anniversary of the summer of love (1967). “San
Francisco (Be Sure to Wear Flowers in Your Hair”) creates an image and connection with
the peace-loving radical ideas of that era. The lyrics are simple, but listening to this song
will make you wish you were back in the year 1967 and in San Francisco with all the peace,
flowers, and love. The music in those times was quite spiritual and powerful as exemplified
by artists Peter, Paul, and Mary, Bob Dylan, and Joan Baez; I know some of you play this
San Francisco
music when you feel nostalgic for a happier, carefree, and more peaceful time. It is true,
the United States was a participant in the Vietnam War during the late 1960s, but there
(Be Sure to Wear
was none of this constant talk about war with North Korea as there is in 2017.
Flowers in Your Hair)
The old saying, “April showers brings May flowers” is now evidenced all around us on
the church grounds and throughout the community. The children at Good Shepherd
Lutheran School recently planted flowers (and vegetables) in their classrooms; these plants
If you're going to San
will
eventually be planted in our children’s school garden, which is an extension of the big
Francisco
church garden.
Be sure to wear some
Art is also blooming the school hallways at Good Shepherd Lutheran School as we are
flowers in your hair
preparing for the Art Auction to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 19th. Please do not
miss this adult-only event (did I say hire a babysitter?!) which will feature great company,
If you’re going to San
fancy finger-food, beer, wine & non-alcoholic drinks; the main attractions are fabulous art
Francisco
pieces such as signed prints, portraits recreated from a photograph, and sports memorabilYou’re gonna meet some ia. Also, each class at Good Shepherd Lutheran School is doing one class art piece and a
gentle people there
class quilt hand-stitched by none other than Loretta Ruff. This event is not to be missed so
please come by the school or church office and get your ticket today; tickets will also be
sold before and after church services and in the school hallway at pick-up and drop-off
For those who come to
times.
San Francisco
We have declared May as “Lutheran Schools Month” in support of everything the LSA
does for all Lutheran Schools. Church council members, school board members, Pastor
Summertime will be a
Olsen, and Vicar Adam will join the school staff at the LSA Dinner in celebrating the
love-in there
accomplishments of two school staff members, who are being recognized this year:
In the streets of San
Vanessa Bigam and Angeline Lorch. Vanessa was named LSA Administrative Assistant of
Francisco
the Year and Angeline has reached the milestone of fifteen years of service with Good
Shepherd Lutheran School. May is also the month that we ask for contributions for “Our
Gentle people with
Kids’ Scholarship Fund”, which provides tuition assistance for families who wish to send
flowers in their hair
their child to Good Shepherd Lutheran School, but find the cost prohibitive.
Finally, May is Staff Appreciation Month; please take this time to tell school staff
written by John Phillips of
members how much they are appreciated. During Teacher’s Appreciation Week of May 1st,
The Mamas & The Papas,
the Parent Teacher Club is planning lots of surprises for the school staff, including daily
and sung by Scott McKenzie presents and other things that must remain a surprise!
We ask that you continue to keep the staff and school families in your prayers. Please
don’t forget to stop and smell the flowers. You may even wish to wear one in your hair!
Peace and Blessings,
Teresa Ratkowski
School Director

“They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not
find the body” Luke 24:2-3.
As believers and followers of Christ, we proclaim Christ crucified and risen. The resurrection is the
most precious article of our faith, for it is the basis of our hope in eternal life. It is what gives us the
power to believe that life is ultimately more powerful than death and that the love of God will have
the final victory over every affliction. It is this hope we turn to when we grieve the loss of our loved
ones or when we have to face our own mortality. When the disciples arrived at the tomb, they
expected to see Jesus’ body – but it was not there; He was risen! This is important, for Jesus did not
simply rise in a spiritual sense, leaving his body behind as we believe we will do when we die. He rose
to eternal life and took with his body with him. All too often we think of our spirituality in a very
disembodied way. Spirituality is something which tends to live in our heads and hearts but not often in our
feet or our
fingertips, in our bellies, and our bones. But the Bible doesn’t divide spirit and body, at least
not the way in which we do. God created us to be whole creatures, and God intends to keep us that way.
The resurrection we will experience upon our death is in a certain sense incomplete, for we will for a time
leave our bodies behind. But our disembodied spirits aren’t the only things destined for heaven, and our
hope is that not only will our bodies rise to follow us one day, but that all creation will be raised up, that no
longer shall there be any divorce between heaven and earth. What we ask for every time we pray the
Lord’s Prayer will finally be reality – on earth it will be as it is in heaven. Indeed, the Scriptures teach that on the last day Jesus will return to earth with all of the saints in light. So just as we talk about our hope of “going up” to heaven, we could just
as easily talk about the hope of heaven “coming down” to earth one day – when all things are made new. All things. That
includes our bodies. So bodies matter both in this life and the next. Sick bodies matter. Aging bodies matter. Addicted bodies
matter. Incarcerated bodies matter. They are all beautiful in God’s sight, for they are God’s handiwork. So let’s care for
them.

Altar Care: Terry Miccio &
Victoria Shenko & Alice Vorstadt
DATE
May 7
Fourth Sunday
Of Easter

SERVICE

ASSISTING MINISTERS

8:00 a.m.

Ronn Hall

10:15 a.m.

Terry Miccio
Liam Broggy

6:00 p.m.

Sunday Night Alive

8:00 a.m.
May 14
Fifth Sunday
Of Easter

10:15 a.m.

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
May 21
Sixth Sunday
Of Easter

Thursday, May 25
Ascension of our Lord

May 28
Seventh Sunday
Of Easter

LECTOR

Helen LaBarbera

John Schwaninger
Liam Broggy

6:00 p.m.

Final Taize of Season

7:30 p.m.

Pending

8:00 a.m.

Tom Benson

10:15 a.m.

Anne Rickmeyer
Christin Walsh

6:00 p.m.

Lori DeFilippis

The Tollefsen Family &
The Uzzo Family

Please Consider
Hosting

John Bird
Anne Rickmeyer

Kurt Langjahr
Dell-Ann Benson
Lisa Cacchioli

10:15 a.m.

ETHEL’S
COFFE HOUR

John Bird

Ronn Hall

Marge Wenger
Alexa Morales

USHERS

Patty Larson &
The Saueracker Family

Please Consider
Hosting

John Bird

Lori Mason

Karl & Carol Burfendt
Ron Maisch
John Schwaninger

Pending

N/A

Please Consider
Hosting

N/A

John Bird
Alex Carrion

The Broggy Family
Cathy Vollono

Please Consider
Hosting

It’s the Thursday after Easter, but Easter seems farther away than just a few days
ago. I feel I need to remind myself about the “Easter Triumph, Easter Joy.” Life and even
the business of church can take our eyes off the Prize won through Jesus’ great Price. It’s a
good thing Sunday is only a few days away, and we can celebrate a mini-Easter.
You’ll notice the Stations of the Cross will remain hanging until Pentecost since we
are still in the Easter season. Some of you may have noticed our Easter mistake!
Unfortunately I did not until walking up the aisle to greet Pastor. I realized I did not hang
the Resurrection Station of the Cross on the lectern. Trying to positivize my senior
moment, I hoped its presence would be more noticed when the Easter flowers were gone.
May you relish seeing it hanging there especially if Easter Joy seems farther away than it

should.
Personally, my Lenten walk was a special blessing this year, particularly the Holy Week portion. I
celebrated Passover Seder on Monday with Sarah and Michael and his family as we recalled the first
Passover. The week culminated celebrating Jesus’ Passover from death to life. There were individual high
points in between. Wednesday was our healing service, and I went to the altar with a special request. I
have long been telling myself that a couple of glasses of wine a night was not the best for my body and
perhaps even my spirit, so I asked for prayers and anointing. After nine days of abstinence I decided to
have wine when Paul and I went out to dinner. Was that failure on my part? Would I fall back to having
wine every night with dinner? I am happy we have a healing service a couple of times a month as I
continue to ask God for help and healing.
The congregation held a retreat the end of March at Koinonia. The theme of the retreat was “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new,”
II Cor. 5:17. This passage certainly affirms the continuing healing power of Jesus in my life, but I realized I
must recognize Jesus is also working in those who may annoy me in my family and my church. Change and
new creation is not just for me. I need to look for God’s continuing new creation in others rather than expecting “same old, same old” from them.
But I also had gone off the track. The things that annoy me about myself (and there are many) are
when I do not behave according to my own “shoulds.” Yesterday I realized what annoys me about others
is when THEY are not behaving according to MY “shoulds” as if MY “shoulds” were absolute and everyone
needed to conform. I am repeating humanity’s oldest sin. When Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil, they were trying to become like God, knowing good from evil. And judging
themselves and others began as evidenced by hiding from God because they were naked.
Would that my judgment of others be confined to my thoughts; unfortunately it too often exits my
mouth. I attended a bar mitzvah earlier in April and was reminded in the worship book about the power of
the tongue. When we speak ill of someone, three people are killed: the person who speaks it, the person
who listens to it, and the person about whom it is spoken. Powerful words!
It’s not easy being human, but better than trying to be God!

Since the dark days of winter, Good Shepherd’s Holy Brew Crew has
been fermenting our own beer and several of our batches are ready to
enjoy! Come and celebrate spring with home-made beer and enjoy
good food for a good cause. A free-will offering will raise funds for our Holy Brew Crew
(supplies) and The Safe Center L.I., a local crisis center in Bethpage that provides support and services for victims of domestic violence and child abuse.
Saturday, May 13, from 4—7 p.m.!

St Patrick’s birth date is in question, but often the year 387 is mentioned. He is believed to have been
born somewhere along the west coast of Britain in the village of Bannavem. His father was reportedly a
deacon and his grandfather a Catholic Priest but little is known about his mother. Around the age of 16
Patrick was captured by Irish pirates and taken to Ireland as a slave. It is important to note that at this time
most of the Roman Empire was Christian; but since this empire did not extend into Ireland, Christianity was
relatively unknown there.
Patrick spent the next six years tending to animals as a shepherd, and he spent many hours and days
alone. During this time he became fluent in the Irish language and culture. Though originally not very religious, days of isolation slowly strengthened his faith. At the age of 21 Patrick escaped and he returned to
Britain. Shortly after his return, however, he experienced a call to go back to Ireland as a missionary. He
studied under St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, and eventually became a priest. Later on he was ordained a Bishop. He then returned to northern and western Ireland to spread the Gospel to the people of Ireland. The exact date of
his return has been debated, but it has been reported to be about 432.
There are only two works that are believed to have been written by St. Patrick. These are The Declaration and the Letter to the
Soldiers of Coroticus. They are the only known and accepted works that detail his life. In the Declaration, St. Patrick gives a written
description of his life and mission. So much of what is known about St. Patrick, therefore, has been built on legend and passed
down through history. In The Declaration, though, Patrick claims to have baptized thousands of people and ordained priests to
spread Christianity to the people of Ireland. Patrick wrote “Never before did they (the people of Ireland) know of God except to
serve idols and unclean things. But now they have become the people of the Lord and are called children of God.”
It must be pointed out that St. Patrick was not the first missionary to Ireland. But, as we know, he has become the most
famous. Missionary life was not easy and there are many reported stories of Patrick’s interaction with the people and those in
power.
Let us focus on the most well-known stories of Patrick’s life in Ireland:
Using the three leaves of a Shamrock St. Patrick illustrated to the people of Ireland the Holy Trinity, the Christian teaching of
three persons in one God. And then there was the story of Patrick and the walking stick, for wherever he walked he reportedly
carried an ash wood walking stick. He thrust this stick into the ground wherever he was evangelizing. In the place called Aspatria
his message took so long to be heard that by the time he was ready to move on, his ash walking stick had taken root and had become a tree!
Perhaps the most famous St. Patrick story is that he banished all snakes from Ireland. He reportedly chased them into the sea
after they attacked him. Unfortunately, all evidence points to the fact that post glacial Ireland never had snakes. So we can see
that stories are past down through centuries to where we are today. Passed down in a religious sense yet entwined in the culture
and national identity of a great nation.
It’s also interesting that St. Patrick was never canonized by a Pope. But we must note that during the Church’s first millennium
there wasn’t a formal canonization process so saints were given this distinction if they were martyred or extraordinary Christians.
Also green was not the original color to represent St. Patrick. It was blue. Blue dates back to early Irish mythology and thus blue
early on was associated with Patrick. And when the Order of St. Patrick was established in 1783, their chosen color had to be
different from those that had preceded it. Since dark green was already taken, they chose blue. So how did we get to green? It all
has to do with national identity during a time of conflict.
In 1541 Henry VIII declared himself the King of Ireland, and thus Ireland technically became a part of England. The color blue
was in its given coat of arms. Due to the British interference in Ireland during the 18 th to the 20th century this color blue associated
with St. Patrick became tainted. The Irish slowly adopted the color green and St. Patrick’s shamrock as symbol of identity and
revolution.
St. Patrick has become synonymous with Ireland. But most important is the fact that St. Patrick and other missionaries like
him brought Christianity to Ireland. A Christianity where St. Patrick reportedly established 600 churches and baptized over 100,000
people. It is a story of not only the spread of Christianity but yet a story where all people are united on that one day called St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th.
St. Patrick reportedly died on March 17th and it is a feast day in the Catholic Church. He is also honored with a feast day on the
liturgical calendar of the USA Episcopal Church and on the calendar of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship and is venerated by the
Orthodox Church.
- Submitted by James B. Blewett

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
PENTECOST SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017

Bella Lindenfield & Family

Luca Pecora & Josef Saueracker

Lars Olsen & Family

Alex Brienza & Family

Ryan Cary & Family
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WE HELD A BEAUTIFUL CONCERT!
Thank you to everyone who provided a bed, lent an
air mattress, made a dish or dessert, cooked raviolis
in our kitchen, bought a ticket or made a donation
to make this concert a success! A total of 123
attended; others who couldn’t donated, and we
raised $2,675 at this particular event, $1,000 of
which will go to the Houghton College Choir, and
the balance of $1,675 will go into Our Kids’
Scholarship Fund to pay for Nico & Faith Kontonis’s
tuition at our school!

The Church of the Good Shepherd Lutheran
99 Central Park Road
Plainview, NY 11803
516-349-1966
gsplainview.org

The Staff, Church Council, and School Board
extend sincere congratulations to

Vanessa Bigam

LSA 2017 Administrative Assistant of the Year
and

Angeline Lorch

for her faith-filled 15 years of service to Lutheran Schools

Emily Miccio, is graduating in May from Penn State with a
Bachelor’s Degree in English.


Wil iam Richard Schulz, grandson of JoAnn SchulzDellacona, is graduating from Stony Brook University on
May 19, 2017, and wil be starting Medical School in the fall!!




Daniel e Vollono is graduating from Susquehanna University on May 17, 2017,
with a B.A. in Education.

CONGRATULATIONS & ALL GOOD WISHES!
Know a Graduate?
Family or Friend You’d Like to Acknowledge in our
June Newsletter?
Please e-mail the graduate’s name, school from which he or she is graduating and where he or she is
planning to attend or do next to church@ourshepherdlives.org If you have already e-mailed information
about a June graduate, thank you, very much. He/she will be listed in our June newsletter.
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH & SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE!!!
MAY 21 @ 11:45 A.M.

99 Central Park Road, Plainview, NY 11803
Phone: 516-349-1966
E-mail: church@ourshepherdlives.org
Teresa.Ratkowski@gsplainview.org
Vanessa.Bigam@gsplainview.orgrg
Websites: ourshepherdlives.org
gsplainview.org
Facebook: Good Shepherd Plainview
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School
Ministers: The Members of Good Shepherd
Reverend Eric O. Olsen, Pastor
Teresa Ratkowski, School Director and Organist
Reverend Adam C. Reinhardt, Vicar
Maureen Cooke, Church Secretary/Newsletter Editor
Vanessa Bigam, School Secretary
Stephanie Tauz, Newsletter School Pages Designer
Ed Indellicati, Accountant/Bookkeeper
Erik Hansen, Sexton

OUR 2017-18 BUDGET WILL BE PRESENTED
ONE WEEK EARLIER ON
SUNDAY, MAY 14 AT 9:00 A.M.
DURING OUR SHARING THE FAITH
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HOUR.

Ethan An ~ 5/27
Analissa Au ~ 5/24

Travis Maffei ~ 5/17

Miranda Benson ~ 5/5

Victoria Martinez ~ 5/15

Grace Berry ~ 5/30

Ken McBride ~ 5/30

Marc Bessmertny ~ 5/16

Judith Miranda ~ 5/21

William Bigam ~ 5/6

Melissa Monten ~ 5/11

Joseph Brienza ~ 5/8

Gretchen Ocker ~ 5/10

Mia Brienza ~ 5/8

Giselle Pilarte ~ 5/1

Addison Coupe ~ 5/16

Ellen Sangesland ~ 5/2

Adeline Doonan ~ 5/5

Sophie Santoro ~ 5/30

Ethan Eoanidis ~ 5/29

Vincent Santoro ~ 5/30

Jack Filannio ~ 5/24

Angela Santos ~ 5/31

Kayden Fung ~ 5/25

Gretel Saul ~ 5/16

Izzy Garcia ~ 5/15

Rich Savarese ~ 5/8

Gianna Genovese ~ 5/18

Julian Scelza ~ 5/13

Joseph Grams ~ 5/25

Kumpei Takahashi ~ 5/20

Emmet Hall ~ 5/22

Ayano Takata ~ 5/31

Evan Haupt ~ 5/29

Eleanor Ulich ~ 5/7

Victoria Herbst ~ 5/31

Danielle Vollono ~ 5/23

Heather & Etienne Bouchard
3 years on 5/17
Diane & Chris Kideras
22 years on 4/21/17
Peter & Angela LaBarbera
59 years on 5/24
Joseph & Natasha Pecora
10 years on 5/7
Bob & Anne Rickmeyer
47 years on 5/10
Hugh & Kimberly Whitenack
6 years on 5/15
Melissa & George Saueracker
16 years on 5/20

Lauren Hunter ~ 5/22
Aiden Kashdan ~ 5/12

Karin Kienle ~ 5/31
Joanne Krisztin ~ 5/28
Louise Lamont ~ 5/19
Elsie Lee ~ 5/1
Alex Lessman ~ 5/4

Tom & Dell-Ann Benson
30 years on 5/24

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

Doreen Alexander (Karen Faucera’s friend), Anita, Helen Anderson, Jim Anderson (Lori Mason’s coworker)Pam Ann (Lorraine
Duffy’s friend), Doris Aun (Rickmeyer family friend), Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend), Katherine B. (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Jean Baker (Gail Kelly’s mom), Pat Ballard, Alex & Derek
Bartkow, Elizabeth Bell (Terry Miccio’s friend), Paula Bennett, Marilyn Benner, Joe & Caroll
Berardino, Joe R. Berardino, Martha Berardino, Eleanor Bierlmaier Dugan, John Binsfeld
(Benner family friend), Edwina Bishop, Paula Bistany (Grappone family friend), Cherish Bliefernick (Eisele/Vorstadt friend),
Michael Bocina (Wenger family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s relative), Laura & John Brooks, Brad Carbone & family (R.
Benson family friend), Lynn Carlson, Jennifer Carrieri, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend),
Jenna Collins, Patricia Colon (Ann Rickmeyer’s friend), Gisela Conforti, Susan Siering Consuegra, Baby Maya Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), David Cronin, Chris Cucci, Eleanor Davis, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL teacher Diane Kideris’s father),
Claudia DeMauro, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Denise Donitz, Anna Duda (Denise Bartkow’s mother), Lorraine Duffy, Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s friend), Dilliana Edwards, Becky Ernst (Paul
Wenger’s cousin), Julie Esposito (Christin Walsh’s friend), Richard Faithfull (Grappone family friends), Eric Faret, Delores
Feminella (Vorstadt relative), Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Irene Fields (Vincent Cronin’s sister), Marcelle Figlo, John
Franco (GSL TA Judy Misulia’s brother in law), Norma Gattulli (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Len Ganz (Sue Devine’s friend), Jackie
Gentner, Lilah & Jim Gillett (Kathy Prinz’s friends), Ray Gorka, Jessica Gruenfelder (Lori Mason’s colleague), Florence Grovel
(Veronica Savarese’s mother), Tom Gucciardo (Olsen family friend), Liz Haley (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s
brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Joan Healy (John Schwaninger’s friend),
Heath, Diane Helmers, Kevin Hickey, Margaret Holleran (Eleanor Pearson’s friend), Imari (Karen Faucera’s friend), Michelle
Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Ben Jankowski, Bill Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Louis Johnson (Bob’s father), Robby Johnson, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s relative), Alice Kirschbaum (Lori Tollefsen’s friend), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their
family Mary Jane Krenkel (Terry Miccio’s aunt), Kenneth Lane, Martha Langjahr, Lois Lengenfelder, Michael Leva (Angel
Lorch’s father), Avi Levinson, Jean Lombardo (Rickmeyer family friend), Angel & Christopher Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family
friend), Lloyd Jr. & Lloyd Sr., Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), Kim Maca (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Joe Marino
(Annmarie Brown’s relative), Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), John Mark, Virginia Marshall (Sue Devine’s
friend), Jim Mason, Matt Massucci & his family (Vollono family friend), Diane Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), The McCullough family (Vorstadt family friend),
Patti McSkane (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Teddy Moore
(Miccio family friend), Maryellen Moyse, Karen Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Jessica Nenni
(Andrea Uzzo’s friend), Ann Ocker, Meghan Ortega (Lisa Olsen’s niece), Eric Page (Karen Faucera’s
friend), Eleanor Pearson, Joe Pecora, Diana Petrielo ( Terry Miccio’s friend), Bob Podewils (Boy
Roger Griffith &
Vicar Adam Reinhardt
Scout leader), Kathleen Power (our landscaper’s wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Wenger’s father in Preparing
for Ordination
law), Gregory Rajan (GSL Little Lamb), Kerry & Doug Rausch & family, Bishop Rudy Ressmeyer,
Nataly Rodriguez (Chris Garcia’s girlfriend), Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), Madison Ruff, Santino, Susanna Yacenda
Savarese, Glenn Schabel, Gunhild Schabel, Margaret & Craig Schumacker (John Mark’s relative), Lisa Shaffer (Kathy Prinz’s
friend), Sean & his family, Lorna Seeger (Sue Devine’s friend), Ken Sharvin (Pastor Olsen’s friend), Chris Shroyer (Austin
Flink’s friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Ed & Peggy Siering, Michael Siering, Jennifer Sorenson (Cathy Vollono’s
friend), Matthew Spangler, Judy Stal (Christine Adolphus’s daughter), Josie (Vicar Adam’s friend), Ken Steffens, Ricky Stein,
Charlie Strakele, Tara Stratton (Anne Rickmeyer’s friend), Ed Strauhs, Devin Suau, Carter Suozzi, (Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s
grandson), Baby Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Joyce Tare, Debbie Tassi (Denise Donitz’s sister), Brittany & Sue
Thomas, Julie Tripmacher (Terry Miccio’s relative), Sheryl Tubiolo (Karen Faucera’s friend), Nancy Tucker, Barbara Tung
(Karen Faucera’s friend), Donald Unger, Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Janet Vorstadt, Jeff Wakefield, Sarah Waters (Lisa
Olsen’s colleague), Clifton Weed (Fiedler family friend), Maya Wenger, Marilyn Weyant (Maisch family friend), Annie Wilkom
(Wenger family friend) Brother George Zenle (Wenger family friend) Jennifer & Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands).

F

OR OUR MILITARY:

Keith & Kyle Calderone (Army), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori Mason’s cousin), CPTs Brian &
Daniel McGrath (Grappone family friend), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Robert Saueracker, LTC. Phillip Sounia,
USMC & Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell (Patty Larson’s family friend).
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OR THOSE WHO ARE GRIEVING:

The family & friends of Al Ehl, Michael & Joshua Faithful,
Anthony Green, Florence Hickey, Joe Kerrigan, Jillian Lambert , Dorothea Spadaro & Ruth Strakele.
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Bullying ‘by Proxy’
By Chris Abatelli, LMHC, LCC Psychotherapist

In my practice as a therapist and as a youth leader, I have many times seen youth being targeted and
bullied by parents, teachers and others unknowingly. Jamie (name changed), a 10-year-old girl, was known to
have some issues in school but was able to get along well with others in her class. A mother of another child in
the class became involved when her own child, the ‘real bully’, told her that Jamie was a “bad kid”. Based on
what her child told her, this mother started organizing friendships away from Jamie. Therefore, Jamie was
excluded from birthday parties, play dates, and friendships. The other children wanted to be friends with Jamie
but believed the falsehoods that were spread by this mother; as a result, Jamie was targeted and victimized. The
parent became the bully by proxy by believing the false accusations that her daughter told her about Jamie and
stepping in to do harm to Jamie.
Another incident occurred with a 16-year-old boy named Matt (name changed). He was teased mercilessly by his peers at school although he didn’t do anything wrong. He tried to ignore his bullies. One day, these
bullies reported to school officials that Matt was in possession of drugs. Teachers searched him and found
nothing, resulting in Matt’s feeling humiliated and embarrassed. Matt again ignored the teasers, but this time,
these kids reported that Matt was in possession of a gun. Teachers searched him again and found nothing.
Once again, Matt was humiliated and embarrassed. This time he struggled with anger and resentment towards
these bullies and felt very insecure and alone. The teachers became Matt’s bullies by proxy. Although teachers
or school officials cannot ignore threats, they should handle such situations discreetly and not automatically
assume that the reports by other children are correct. Also, they should find out who is making the allegations
and question them in detail as well. Bullies have even been known to report that they themselves are the
victims after a bullying incident, claiming that the victim is the perpetrator in order to get him/her in trouble.
Most teachers and school officials are aware of the kids that create problems like this. However, sometimes
they are naïve or cannot find proof because of parents and friends who may be willing to lie about what
happened in order to cover for these ‘real bullies’. How do we as adults handle these situations?
Act with maturity, think rationally and STAY calm.
Be aware of your own biases. Everyone has them.
Do not blame or pre-judge, or state unknowingly, “No…not my kid!”
Hold bystanders accountable; they often provide the audience that bullies want, and may actually encourage
bullying. Explain that this type of behavior is wrong and will not be tolerated.
Look for solutions. Show healthy empathy and compassion for those being bullied.
Adapt a ‘parent’s code’ where parents look out for each other and other children.
Investigate accusations discreetly and respect the students involved until the truth is known.
Pray with your kids and volunteer together in situations to help others in need so they can learn to have
empathy for others.
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

Chris Abatelli, LMHC, counsels children, teens, families and couples at LCC’s Dix Hills and Patchogue sites. He is the handler of Baker, our animal assisted
therapy dog who is available to assist in counseling at either site.
Call the Lutheran Counseling Center at 516-741-0994 or 1-800-317-1173 or e-mail us at Center@lccny.org for more information or to set an appointment.
LCC has nine counseling sites in and around metropolitan New York. Visit our website at www.lccny.org.

