AUGUST 2017

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

CELEBRATING 65 YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE

Dear Faithful People of Good Shepherd,

Thus says the Lord: "Let
not the wise man boast in
his wisdom, let not the
mighty man boast in his
might, let not the rich man
boast in his riches, 24 but
let him who boasts boast
in this, that he
understands and knows
me, that I am the Lord
who practices steadfast
love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth.
For in these things I
delight, declares the
Lord.”
23

Jeremiah 9:23–24

Over the triple doorways of the cathedral of Milan there are three inscriptions
spanning the splendid arches. Over one is carved a beautiful wreath of roses, and below it
is the inscription, "All that which pleases is but for a moment."
Over the other is sculptured a cross, and the words, "All that which troubles us is but
for a moment."
Under the great central entrance to the main aisle, inscribed in the rock is the saying,
"That only is important which is eternal."
If we always realize these three truths, we will not let fleeting troubles consume us,
and not be intoxicated by the passing pleasures of the minute . We would be fortunate to
remember that we are called to walk down the grand central aisle and live for the permanent and the eternal.
As we here at Good Shepherd continue to grow, we will undoubtedly experience
growing pains. New members will bring with them new gifts, and older members will
need to learn how to share and partner with these saints that the Holy Spirit has sent us.
As we work together in God's vineyard, we will sometimes step on each others toes and
unintentionally bruise each other's egos. If we let these fleeting sufferings consume us,
we will loose sight of the eternal mission to which we are called.
As a growing congregation during an age when many of the churches around us are in
a state of decline, it may be easy to get caught up in moments of celebration and self back
patting. While it is fine to celebrate the Lord's activity in our midst, we need to guard
against foolish pride and remember to give God the glory!
As we enter into the sanctuary of Good Shepherd down the grand center aisle we
encounter the baptismal font, the place we begin and conclude worship, with the following words inscribed above from Acts 22:16"...Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
sins..." These words remind us that we have been claimed by God in our baptism and forgiven. Each time we walk into and out of the sanctuary we are humbled. We recall that
we are sinners and that it is God's action alone that redeems us. We are also inspired and
we know that God's redemptive action empowers us to do wonderful works in Jesus'
name.
This September will be brimming with new activity! We hope to be starting new
ministries such as a woman's support group, a new youth group, a book discussion club,
just to name a few.
Our Sunday School program is being refreshed by a new dream team of Directors
(Stephanie, Jennifer and Alison!). Preacher's Pub, Lectio Divina, From Mourning to
Dancing (our bereavement ministry), and our English Conversation/ Christianity 101
classes will return; and we hope to expand our Worship to Go ministry!
There will be new faces, too, as another class of new members join Good Shepherd
and many more blessings to unfold. As we journey together may we never loose sight of
the eternal truth to which we are called.
To God be the Glory,
Pastor Eric Olaf Olsen

Those Lazy-Hazy-Crazy Days of Summer is a 1963 album by Nat King Cole, which
will bring back fond memories of that summer fifty-four years ago for many of us! This
song describes our summer SPLASH Camp perfectly! As I write this article, we are now well
into week five of the eight-week camp and the lazy, hazy, crazy days of camp keep rolling
along! We have over ninety campers this year, which is the largest SPLASH Camp in the
history of program and children ages 18th months through 12 years old are enjoying weekly
theme-based activities. Some highlights include: our animal week, complete with a balloon animal and a stuffed animal for each child; our sports week, which included a multisport activity from Jump Bunch, a karate demonstration, and a morning of tennis and of
course the ever-popular slime-making. The Fun Bus even came to Good Shepherd and children got to play inside the bus full of age-appropriate activities. School-age children have
taken trips to Bounce in Syosset and to the Plainview Bowling Alley; for their last trip, they
will go to Adventureland! We are not serving beer here, but we just got finished with
cooking week, where the children made fruit kabobs, chocolate chip cookies and other nut
-free goodies to take home. So, what does the “SPLASH” in SPLASH Camp represent? See
below!

Roll out those lazy,
hazy, crazy days of
summer
Those days of soda and
pretzels and beer,
Roll out those lazy,
hazy, crazy days of
summer
You'll wish that summer could always be
here!

Science Activities
Playtime, Recreation & Sports
Learning Games & Skills
Arts & Crafts Projects
Stories, Music & Songs
Happy Campers!
Speaking of playtime and recreation, we have a beautiful brand-new playground
for our youngest children – ages 6 weeks to 36 months. We have a swing-set, a new climbing tower and slide, toy lawnmowers, and various other push-toys on their fenced-in
“side” of the playground. This playground is in addition to our beautiful playground with
the blue shade canopy for our three and four-year old children. Due to tremendous fundraising efforts on the part of the parents, we were able to purchase the playground equipment and the needed mulch covering for our infants and toddlers.
Construction is also rolling along for our new toddler classroom, as well as for our
new Pre-K classroom. This fall we will welcome the “Friendly Frogs” (toddlers) for the
half-day toddler program and the “Ducks” into the full-day Pre-K program. As the construction workers are hammering and sawing away, teachers are already busily designing
and preparing their new classrooms for September!
I do not want to break the spell of the lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer, but please
save these dates: Tuesday, September 5th are the parent and student “Welcome Parties”
from 10:00 AM – 10:45 AM. Parents and children get to do a lesson in their classroom together as they become comfortable in their new classroom (and in some cases) new school
for September. Tuesday evening, September 5th at 7:00 PM is the Parent Orientation.
Parents will get a chance to have a question and answer period and meet their child’s
teacher for the year. Finally, Sunday, September 10th is Rally Day – all school staff members will be installed and there will be Sunday School sign-up for children on that day as
well as a barbeque after church, balloon animals, and a magic show for children.
Please continue to keep the school families and staff members in your prayers.
Peace and Blessings,
Teresa Ratkowski
School Director

“Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer.
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.
You'll wish that summer could always be here.”
Some of you may remember this Nat King Cole hit from 1963. I was 19 years old, young, and in love. I was not one
who wished summer could always be here because it meant separation from Paul during our break from college. Once I became a teacher, I dearly loved my summers and needed to be carried kicking and screaming back into the classroom I dearly
loved. Today, as I ventured into the heat already above 90 at 11:00 in the morning, I wonder why I ever loved summer. Well
that was 50 plus years and pounds ago!!
For some reason this song came to me as I began my article for the newsletter. Paul and I are vacationing on the
North Fork of Long Island in a small community called East Marion, now popularized by the huge lavender farm where customers block one of the roads into Gardiner’s Bay Estates where we are renting a home. Paul is working on our boat as we
prepare for a sail on the same waters we learned to sail.
GBE used to be populated by a group of Lutheran pastors who started building vacation homes here in the forties
when the land was cheap. One of the roads is even called Parsons Blvd. One of the pastors, Joe (Henry) Ressmeyer (Grace,
Malverne and St. Paul’s, East Northport), was the Religion Department chair at LuHi. Joe invited us out in 1969, and we became frequent visitors over the years. Joe taught us to sail, to love salt water, and how nothing was more exhilarating than
riding the high rail in a stiff wind. We learned how good a can of ale tastes as the sea splash adds flavor to the top of the can
and all the uniquely “Joe lingo”. Though he died nine years ago this month, he becomes alive again on any sail we take on
“Joe’s Fault Too.” Our first boat was “Joe’s Fault.”
Pastor Peter Breuer of Grace, Jamaica, also bought land out here. One of his children, Charlene, had a daughter
named Kirsten who also spent time here as a young child and probably back then ran into our son David. Though neither
remembers doing so, they ultimately met through son Danny and in conversation started talking about Fox Island, a place
they both loved from childhood, and were surprised about their common roots. They
became engaged on the beach
where they once played. Pastor Breuer’s son Peter lives in the family home, and David and Kirsten visit regularly. We now
rent the home next to Peter’s. Dave & Kirsten’s four children find Fox Island a frequent haunt, collect jingle shells on the
beach, swim to the raft, and enjoy all the magic salt air and water brings. Another generation lives out Joe and Peter’s
dream!
This article took a strange turn. I was planning to tell you about church news on this “Lazy, hazy, crazy, day of summer” and got caught up in my own nostalgia. But anyhow, let’s turn to 99 Central Park Road and some local news:
A Big Thanks is owed to Kevin Ocker and Phil Lorch of Property and Grounds, to Dell-Ann Benson, and to Council for
the due diligence paid to the inspection report produced by our insurance carrier in January. As you are aware this report
outlined corrections needed to certain property areas and the necessity of the congregation adopting sexual harassment
and hold harmless policies. We were notified by Mike Jakob our insurance representative that our policy has been renewed
with only nominal increases. Big smiley face emoji needed here!!!
The Executive Committee of Council is: Marge Wenger (president), Patty Larson (vice-president), Phil Lorch
(secretary), and A. J. Jin (treasurer). Pat Fiedler had been elected at our June meeting, but notified us she was unable to
serve. Phil was then elected in July. Dell-Ann Benson, who has been on council for five years and treasurer during that time,
notified us in March that she would resign on June 30 and not complete the final year of her elected term. At the July
meeting of council, Lori DeFilippis was appointed to fill Dell-Ann’s unexpired term. Also at the July meeting, the following
were appointed to lead ministry teams for 2017-18:
Cacchioli, Glen
DeFilippis, Lori
Fiedler, Pat
Jin, A. J.
Larson, Patty
Lorch, Phil

Sports
Evangelism
Education
Finance
Social Ministry
Property

Rose Minnick
Ocker, Kevin
Steinhilber, Roy
Eric Tollefsen
Vorstadt, Alice
Wenger, Marge

Stewardship
Stewardship, Long Range Planning
Parish Life
Parish Life
School Board
Worship & Music

I would be horribly remiss if I let the preceding paragraph stand as written without further comment. While DellAnn has been treasurer on council for the last five years, she has been assistant treasurer for at least an additional 25 years
and as such has put in countless hours on our behalf preparing our yearly church/school budgets, on tuition collection in
the school, preparing monthly reports, and in general playing watch-person and gate-keeper on expenditures to help safeguard our financial integrity. It is a job requiring tons of behind the scenes work but as described by Dell-Ann, “it was a
true labor of love.” Thank you, Dell-Ann, for sharing your gifts and your dedication to our mutual ministry.
In preparation for gym window replacement, All Island Testing came in to test the window caulking the week of
7/17. Additionally, PR & B Innovations, Inc. has been given the go ahead and will begin construction the week of 7/17 on
the school library conversion to a classroom, followed by the division of classroom three to create two classrooms, and a
storage closet being built in the stage for school equipment.
A generous gift of four computers and monitors was given to our church by Flushing Bank through the work of A. J.
Jin on our behalf. They were delivered on 7/18 and shortly software will be added. Thank you, A. J. and Flushing Bank!
What an amazing gift!
In June School Board members Marilyn Benner, Loretta Ruff, and Cathy Vollono completed their final year of their
two terms (6 years). Their leadership on school board was exceptional throughout their tenure, but especially as we transitioned to the daycare model. Alice Vorstadt and Rich Benson have been appointed to serve on School Board with Alice
being the representative from council to the board. Both bring school experience with them. Rich served as both principal
and superintendent in public schools prior to his retirement. Alice worked for years in the payroll department of a local
school district. They join School Board members Tom Benson, Paula Eoanidis, Lois Fassino, Katie Cogliano, and Paul
Wenger.
Now this final announcement is for all of you camera shy people who did not have your pictures for the new
directory. Fifty five families had their pictures taken for this directory, compared with 84 in 2006 and 116 in 2012. To fill
out this directory, we will use your picture if you are in our data base, or you may submit a picture to the office by 9/10.
We want to see your smiling face looking back at us!

Altar Care: Melissa Saueracker & Alice Vorstadt
DATE

August 6
Eighth Sunday
Of Pentecost

SERVICE

ASSISTING MINISTERS

8:00 a.m.

Karin Kienle

10:15 a.m.

Terry Miccio
Liam Broggy

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
August 13
Ninth Sunday
Of Pentecost

Anne Rickmeyer
Alexa Morales

6:00 p.m.

Lori DeFilippis
Luke Olsen
Ronn Hall
Luke Olsen

August 20
Tenth Sunday
Of Pentecost

August 27
Eleventh Sunday
Of Pentecost

10:15 a.m.

John Schwaninger
Liam Broggy

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Lori DeFilippis
Bonnie McGowan
Luke Olsen

10:15 a.m.

Anne Rickmeyer
Christin Walsh

6:00 p.m.

Kurt Langjahr

USHERS

ETHEL’S COFFE
HOUR

John Bird
Alex Carrion

Kurt Langjahr
Luke Olsen
Bonnie McGowan
Lisa Cacchioli

10:15 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

LECTOR

Sue Devine
Donna Hicky
Alice Vorstadt
Fourth Usher Needed

Property Team

Bonnie McGowan
Richard Benson

Jim & Wendy Jansky
John & Bonnie McGowan

Please Consider
Hosting with your family,
friends or Ministry Team.

Lori DeFilippis

John Bird
Lori Mason

Ellen & Richard Benson
Inara & George Hirn

Please Consider
Hosting with your family,
friends or Ministry Team.

John Bird
Helen KwongLabarbera

Cathy Aldrich
Dean & Annmarie Brown
Karen Faucera

Please Consider
Hosting with your family,
friends or Ministry Team.

Those of you who tune in regularly to my column may have noticed that I have a tendency to
write about heavy things. This is in part because I have gone through many dark times and painful
experiences during my time with you. It is also due to my own tendency to write about things that
really matter – issues of ultimate importance, where life and faith hang in the balance. And so I
address you again this month with a heavy heart. Two days ago singer/songwriter Chester
Bennington of the rock bad Linkin Park was found dead in his home. It was an apparent suicide.
Now, I know we lose celebrity musicians every year but this one hit me in a personal way. Linkin
Park was my favorite band when I was an angsty teenager, angry at the world for seemingly no reason, constantly feeling lonely and insecure, and finding the only outlet for how I was feeling in rock
music. Linkin Park's music was like a soundtrack for the storm of emotions I was experiencing during
these years. I even remember the moment I first heard their music at around 11 or 12 years old.
Today I don't often play their music anymore, but I still feel deep nostalgia every time I hear them on
the radio, bringing me back to the days when I would blast those songs so loud I probably gave myself permanent hearing
loss.
But it’s not simply that an icon from my youth passed away. It's how he passed that has me deeply unsettled. Nobody likes talking about suicide. It is taboo, as are most subjects relating to mental illness. But we need to talk about it. It is
no coincidence that Chester took his own life on the birthday of another rock musician, Chris Cornell, who died in exactly
the same manner. It is no coincidence that Chester and Chris were close friends, or that Chester sang at Chris' funeral. They
suffered from a similar malady of the mind. And there are countless others who suffer too, who are fighting the battle that
Chester and Chris fought.
I am no stranger to suicide. In February of 2013 I lost one of my best friends, Greg, to suicide. We were college
buddies. We spent countless hours together studying, goofing off, and sharing some of the deepest conversations I've ever
had. I was among the select few people who knew that he struggled with severe depression and bipolar disorder. Nobody
else would have guessed. He was happy-go-lucky Greg to everyone else. And that's who he was to me and his closest
friends most of the time. He told me about the darkness that would sometimes come over him, but I never saw it. So the
day I heard the news, I couldn't believe it. I was devastated.
Chances are you know somebody who is or has struggled with thoughts of suicide. It could be one of your
neighbors, coworkers, classmates, or even a family member. Perhaps you are one of those people. The reason why it is so
important to talk about this is because people struggling need our empathy. There is far too much judgment in our society
toward people who suffer from mental illness. This includes comments about how “selfish” or “cowardly” victims of suicide
are. That kind of commentary does not make our society more welcoming for people who already feel like they have no
place in this world.
So, what can we do? Well, we can start by suspending our judgments about why a person is the way they are
or what we think they need. We can start by listening. We need to understand how drastically different one person's experience of reality can be from another's. Maybe you can't understand how a person could make that choice or even be
tempted to, but that's just the point. You can't understand, because you don't inhabit their mind. While most of us live a
fairly comfortable and happy existence in our heads, there are other's for whom the experience of reality is unbearably
painful. Let's not add to their pain with attitudes of judgment or indifference.
I'd like to end this column with a listening exercise. The following are some excerpts from the last recorded
interview with Chester:
“I don't know if anyone can relate, but I have a hard time with life sometimes... When I'm in my own head – this
place right here, between my ears, that is a bad neighborhood and I should not be in there alone... It’s crazy in here. This is
a bad place for me to be by myself... I don't say nice things to myself. There's another Chester in there that wants to take
me down... If I'm not actively getting out of myself and being with other people – like being a dad, being a husband, being a
bandmate, being a friend, helping someone out – if I'm out of myself I'm great. If I'm inside all the time I'm horrible. I'm a
mess... When you can step back and look at something, you're actually elevating yourself consciously. You're enlightened
at that point to a certain degree... [and then] I can move forward and get unstuck from this, and I can actually live with life
on life's terms. I can experience the whole spectrum of humanity and not want to get out of it.”
God bless you and keep you Chester.
If you are struggling with hopelessness and thoughts of suicide, please call Crisis Hotline 516-679-1111 or Pastor Olsen at
716-352-0055.

’

…
!

Bring your family and friends and come fishing with your church family & friends on the
evening of August 24th. Be sure to check upcoming church announcements and e-mails
for specifics.
See if you can beat Luke Olsen’s 60 lb.
whopper of a catch!

…

!

The Park Brothers drew
a nice audience for their
third appearance at Good
Shepherd on July 20th.
Everyone enjoyed the pre
-concert barbecue but
didn’t want to take any
chances with rain in the
forecast later in the even-

ing, so the concert was
moved indoors into our air
conditioned gym!
Join us again, rain or shine,
on August 3rd at 7 p.m.
when The Procrastinators
will be playing some rock
n roll! (barbecue at 6 p.m.)

Returns August 10 & 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Don’t miss the fun this time around!
All are invited.

Patrick Acierno ~ 8/19
Saavin Bahl ~ 8/3
Prabji Baweja ~ 8/15
Gabriella Becerra ~ 8/8
Dell-Ann Benson ~ 8/20
Tom Berardino ~ 8/23
Tina Bridgwood ~ 8/01
Ryan Cacchioli ~ 8/20
Giana Caporuscio ~ 8/03
Travis Caporuscio ~ 8/07
Aubrey Carr-Engelman ~ 8/14
Elaine Cassimatis ~ 8/31
Liam Chan ~ 8/3
Joseph Cipollino, Jr. ~ 8/25
Jenna Collins ~ 8/01
Maureen Cooke ~ 8/01
Harper Coupe ~ 8/11
Robert Coupe ~ 8/01
Nicole Fiedler ~ 8/30
Daria Figlo ~ 8/10
Veronica Garcia ~ 8/16
Athan Gevas ~ 8/13
Sienna Gresser ~ 8/09
Carl Gscheidle ~ 8/04
Gail Haupt ~ 8/24
Colton Ji ~ 8/21
Gianna Lane ~ 8/5
Ryan Lessman ~ 8/03
Christine Levinson ~ 8/01
Valentina Maggi ~ 8/25
Ronald C. Maisch ~ 8/18
Olivia Marlin ~ 8/17
Lori Mason ~ 8/29
Jocelyn McDonogh ~ 8/16
Argot Meyer ~ 8/8
Victoria Milhim ~ 8/22
Mary Oliverto ~ 8/22
Hailey Pawlenko ~ 8/31
Natasha Pecora ~ 8/17
Robert Rickmeyer ~ 8/24
Mia Rider ~ 8/5
Irene Schmidt ~ 8/12
Shunta Suto ~ 8/25
Zachary Vollono ~ 8/27
Margaret Wenger ~ 8/29
Warren Wiegert ~ 8/28

Martha & Tom Berardino ~ 28 years on 8/05
Vanessa & Shawn Bigam ~ 2 years on 8/02
Kyle & Christopher Bristol ~ 3 years on 8/23
Dean & Annmarie Brown ~ 36 years on 8/14
Kitty & Ronn Hall ~ 32 years on 8/10
Inara & George Hirn ~ 52 years on 8/14
Keith & Katy Mason ~ 6 years on 8/21
Lori & James Mason ~ 43 years on 8/10
Kathy & Kevin Ocker ~ 43 years on 8/03
Reverend Rudolph & Lenore Ressmeyer ~ 7 years on 8/07
Katie & Frank Sonnenberg ~ 4 years on 8/23
Margaret & Paul Wenger ~ 51 years on 8/13

GOD BLESS CHRISTIAN JOHN BROOKS,
BAPTIZED 7/23/17

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

Gloria Albreicht (Alice Vorstadt’s friend),
Doreen Alexander (Karen Faucera’s friend), Helen Anderson, Jim Anderson (Lori Mason’s coworker), Pam
Ann (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Doris Aun (Rickmeyer family friend), Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend),
Jean Baker (Gail Kelly’s mom), Pat Ballard, Alex & Derek Bartkow, Paula Bennett, Marilyn Benner, Joe &
Carol Berardino, Joe R. Berardino, Martha Berardino, Eleanor Bierlmaier Dugan, John Binsfeld (Benner
family friend), Edwina Bishop, Paula Bistany (Grappone family friend), Michael Bocina (Wenger family friend), Janet Brazel
(Terry Miccio’s relative), Laura & John Brooks, Brad Carbone & family (R. Benson family friend), Lynn Carlson, Jennifer Carrieri, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend),
Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Jenna Collins,
Gisela Conforti, Baby Maya Contreras &
family (Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), Frank Costeira
(Martha Peterson’s friend), David
Cronin, Chris Cucci, Jennifer Danenbirk, Eleanor
Davis, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL teacher
Diane Kideris’s father), Claudia DeMauro, John,
Amanda & Baby Ivan Dexter, Georgeann
Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory Diehl
(Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Denise Donitz,
Anna Duda (Denise Bartkow’s mother), Lorraine
Duffy, Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s
nephew), The Eckhoff family (Hansen family friend),
Nadia Ellison (Lori Mason’s friend),
Dilliana Edwards, Becky Ernst (Paul Wenger’s
cousin), Julie Esposito (Christin Walsh’s
friend), Richard Faithfull (Grappone family friends),
Eric Faret, Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s
friend), Irene Fields (Vincent Cronin’s sister), Marcelle Figlo, Norma Gattulli (Kathy Prinz’s
friend), Jackie Gentner, Lilah & Jim Gillett (Kathy
Prinz’s friends), Ray Gorka, Jane Guido
(Cathie Olsen’s friend), Jessica Gruenfelder (Lori
Mason’s colleague), Florence Grovel
(Veronica Savarese’s mother), Tom Gucciardo
(Olsen family friend), Liz Haley (Lorraine
Duffy’s friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother),
Sylvia Hansen (Erik’s mother), Sean
Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry
Miccio’s friend), Diane Helmers, Kevin
Hickey, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister),
Margaret Holleran (Eleanor Pearson’s friend), Imari (Karen Faucera’s friend), Michelle Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s relativeBen Jankowski, Bill Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Louis Johnson (Bob’s father), Robby Johnson, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s relative), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family, Alyce Korte (Marge Wenger’s sister), Mary Jane Krenkel (Terry Miccio’s aunt), Kenneth Lane, Martha Langjahr, Lois Lengenfelder, Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s father), , Jean Lombardo
(Rickmeyer family friend), Jean Lorbert (Marge Wenger’s sister) Angel & Christopher Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend),
Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), Kim Maca (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Joe Marino (Annmarie Brown’s relative),
Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), John Mark, Virginia Marshall (Sue Devine’s friend), Jim Mason, Matt Massucci & his family (Vollono family friend), Diane Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Patti
McSkane (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Teddy Moore (Miccio family friend), Maryellen
Moyse, Karen Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Ann Ocker, Jennifer Olsen, Meghan Ortega (Lisa Olsen’s niece), Eric Page
(Karen Faucera’s friend), Eleanor Pearson, Joe Pecora, Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Bob Podewils (Boy Scout leader), Kathleen Power (our landscaper’s wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Wenger’s father in law), Gregory Rajan (GSL Little
Lamb), Kerry & Doug Rausch & family, Bishop Rudy Ressmeyer, The Ricotta Family, Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew),
Mackenzie Ruff, Susanna Yacenda Savarese, Glenn Schabel, Margaret & Craig Schumacker (John Mark’s relative), Lisa Shaffer
(Kathy Prinz’s friend), Sean & his family, Lorna Seeger (Sue Devine’s friend), Ken Sharvin (Pastor Olsen’s friend), Chris Shroyer (Austin Flink’s friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Michael Silber, Ed & Peggy Siering, Jennifer Sorenson (Cathy
Vollono’s friend), Matthew Spangler, Judy Stal (Christine Adolphus’s daughter), Josie (Vicar Adam’s friend), Ken Steffens,
Charlie Strakele, Tara Stratton (Anne Rickmeyer’s friend), Ed Strauhs, Devin Suau, Carter Suozzi, (Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s
grandson), Baby Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Joyce Tare, Debbie Tassi (Denise Donitz’s sister), Brittany, Samantha, Gregory & Sue Thomas, Sheryl Tubiolo (Karen Faucera’s friend),
Barbara Tung (Karen Faucera’s friend), Donald Unger, Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Jeff Wakefield,
Sarah Waters (Lisa Olsen’s colleague), Clifton Weed (Fiedler family friend), Maya Wenger, Marilyn
Weyant (Maisch family friend), Brother George Zenle (Wenger family friend), and Jennifer &
Roger Griffith &
Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands).
Vicar Adam Reinhardt
Preparing for Ordination

CPT Hector Ruben Alejandro, USMC, (Lori Mason’s
friend), Matthew Beers (Army) at Ft. Lennard Wood, MO, Keith & Kyle Calderone
(Army), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori Mason’s cousin), CPTs Brian & Daniel McGrath
(Grappone family friend), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Robert Saueracker, LTC. Phillip
Sounia, USMC, Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell (Patty Larson’s family friend).

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE:

I call out to you.
Silence.
I called out to you to direct my steps ... all I see is darkness.
I call out to you in intense physical pain.
I can't find you.
I call out to you in the midst of my fright.
Shaking.
Paralyzed.
Weary.
Lifeless.
Faith is nowhere to be found.
I CRY out to you from the depths of my soul.
A river of tears suddenly pours from my spirit.
No breaths. No steps.
I cry.
I cry.
I cry.
A river of tears begin to wash over me.
Suddenly, I begin to feel a space open up in my chest ... a space for a small, short breath.
A river of tears begins to wash over me clearing the fog before me long enough to see a place to set my foot down.
I trust.
I step, but I'm too weary to stand.
I set myself down not knowing what to do next. Defeated.
A river of tears begin to wash over me and my exhaustion takes over.
I sleep.
I rest.
I awake to pain, but there's a small space for a breath.
I awake to pain, but there's a tiny pilot light within my spirit that feels like hope.
I awake to pain, but I can slowly rise.
I awake to pain, but a lamp has been set before my feet.
I awake to pain, but I feel hope.
I'm weary, but standing.
Beaten, but breathing.
Frightened, but resilient.
And suddenly, there is a knowing that surpasses my understanding.
I called out to you insisting you show up for my eyes to see.
I called out to you for my eyes to know.
I called out to you for my eyes to seal my faith.
Quietly your presence was revealed to me.
You did not show up before my eyes like I thought I needed.
You showed up through my eyes like you knew I needed.
You were the river of tears that washed over me to show me the way to my next breath.
You were the river of tears that showed me the way to my next step.
You were the river of tears that showed me the way out of the darkness and into the light.
•John 11:3 ~ Jesus wept
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Last month we explored the life of St Francis, the founder of the Franciscan Order. This
month we will discuss one of St. Francis’s followers, St Francis, Clare of Assisi. Clare had heard
Francis preaching in Assisi and was moved to follow his teachings. She was born in 1193 in Assisi
and was raised by her mother who was quite religious and formed a lay community for women
performing many acts of charity. With this religious foundation, Clare at the age of 18, decided
to join the movement that Francis had started. She left home and joined Francis at the Church
of Portiuncola, on the outskirts of Assisi. Clare was 12 years younger than Francis and over the
years there had been rumors of a romantic relationship between the two although this has
never been proven to be true.
At first Clare lived in a Benedictine convent, but Francis soon moved her to the church of
San Damiano—the church that he had rebuilt and brought back to life. Clare remained at San
Damiano for more than 40 years until her death.
Soon other women, including Clare’s sister and mother joined her. She decided to live a cloistered life away from
the world—a life of poverty, isolation, and prayer. This was a life of Clare’s choosing—not any that was forced upon
her. Poverty, and what that meant for women in an enclosed environment, was her main focus. She and her followers
came to be known as the Poor Ladies. Clare wrote the first rule for religious women: and that rule was to cherish
poverty as sacred. Clare felt that poverty was God-centered. And she often referred to it as blessed poverty. You may
wonder how Clare and her followers survived. Though they didn’t leave San Damiano, they did make religious items,
such as altar cloths that were sold to buy basic necessities. Her life was extremely simple, and she did the most humble
tasks.
Clare’s contribution to Christian literature comes mostly from her letters to Agnes of Prague, who was the
daughter of the king of Bohemia. Through these letters she expressed her thoughts on one’s relationship with God.
She described it as “the mirror into which we must gaze”. In that mirror she saw charity, humility, but mostly poverty.
In later years, Agnes of Prague established a house of “Poor Clares”.
Many view Clare as the female Francis. But she was more than that. Clare focused on women and their spiritual
role in their relationship with God. It has been claimed that Clare cared for Francis near the end of this life and was
with Francis when he died in 1226. Clare continued to live for another 27 years and passed in 1253. In 1255 Pope Alexander the IV canonized Clare. Today there are over 20,000 members in the order of St Clare spread over 70 nations.
Clare of Assisi is commemorated by ELCA on August 11th and is described as the “Renewer of the Church”
- Submitted by James B. Blewett

Our Bible Study takes place
at the shore every Tuesday
morning in the summer. We
meet at the church at
10:00
a.m. and head on
over to either the Atlantic
Ocean (TOBAY beach) or
Oyster
Bay
(Theodore
Roosevelt Park).
You and your friends are
always invited to come
along!!
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