JULY 2017
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CELEBRATING 65 YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE

Dear Faithful People of Good Shepherd,

Lord, listen to your
children praying,
Lord, send your
Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your
children praying,
send us love,
send us power,
send us grace!

“Lord Listen to Your Children Praying” is a popular anthem written by Ken
Medema. The Good Shepherd Choir has lifted up these words many times in our
sanctuary space on behalf of all who gather in worship. The plea for God to be
attentive to the prayers of God’s people is echoed throughout scripture and is one of
our primal desires. The French Theologian Simone Weil has commented that
attention is in fact the essence of prayer. When we give our attention to someone or
something, we are assuming the posture of prayer. Before we are ready to pray we
need to listen deeply to ourselves and if our prayer is to represent the concerns of
more of God’s children, beyond our personal concerns, as our prayers should, we
must then also listen to others.
As you know, so many of God’s children are dying as a result of the heroin/
opioid plague. We are in the midst of one of the greatest health crises that this
country has ever seen. As Christians we cannot stand idly by as families are ripped
apart and God’s children are sacrificed to the Heroin/Oxy/Fentanyl god. So at our
April gathering Good Shepherd, along with about 25 other congregations, said that
we would join the Long Island Covenant against this scourge. The first phase of that
covenant invites congregations to conduct a “listening campaign” within the
congregation. The goal of a listening campaign is to create a culture change by giving
every member of Good Shepherd an opportunity to share their stories and
experiences in a place where they can find support and understanding, not stigma
and judgment. In order for this to happen, there needs to be an intentional setting
aside of time to listen and relate so that we can learn about the epidemic and what is
feeding it. We also want to recruit others who want to help end it. To this end we
held a training session for “listeners” who will look to sit down with members over
the course of the next month to begin this important work. If you are contacted by a
listener, please try to accommodate their request for about a 30-minute meeting.
While the specific content of your conversation will be held in confidence, we will be
looking to extract from these interviews useful information that will help us to better
understand this complex and multifaceted issue. A sample of the questions that you
may be asked to reflect upon during the relational conversation with the listeners are
as follows:
How have you and your family been affected by the opioid
epidemic? By substance abuse and addiction? By other
mental health challenges? How did this happen?
 What are your fears and worries regarding the opioid
epidemic?
 What are the main sources of chronic stress in your life and
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your family’s life? What practices have you found to minimize the negative impact of these
stresses?
 What help do (did) you need to equip your family to respond to these challenges? Where
have you looked for help, and what responses have you gotten?
 What have you learned through your experiences with these challenges? What do you wish
you had known earlier? What do you want to learn going forward?
 How can this congregation help you, and people like you, respond to these challenges?
Together we can with God’s help bring our prayers before an ever listening God who does care deeply about us and
every person and family that is suffering. The Church of The Good Shepherd is a faith community that cares enough
to pray thoughtful prayers and to do the hard work of listening deeply to the cries of God’s people.

Listening deeply and praying fervently together in Jesus Christ our Lord,
Pastor Eric O. Olsen +

So it's been a little while since you all heard from me. It's no secret that I've had a lot on my
plate lately. There are crucial times in the lives of people of faith where the hope we profess is
really put to the test. Times when we really need to lean on God and trust that God can bear the
weight. Profound loss is usually the occasion for this sort of testing. I have been going through
such a time. Although each of us has a deeply personal faith and a unique spiritual journey, our
lives of faith are nevertheless intimately bound up with those closest to us. We are shaped spiritually by these relationships – our parents, spouses, children, friends, mentors, students, etc. To
lose one who has been integral in the formation of your spiritual self is like losing a part of yourself. Losing one of the people who taught you what faith means may feel a lot like losing faith
itself. My mother taught me everything I know about faith although I never really recognized
this while she was alive. She fought cancer for 20 years, all the while never ceasing in prayer and
never running short on love and compassion—even toward those who didn't deserve it. Though she was extremely
limited by her disease and experienced more pain moment to moment than most of us could tolerate, she was always
looking for someone else to care for. Either officially or unofficially, she always had some disabled or homebound person she would dedicate her time to helping. There was always someone else struggling with cancer whom she would
be mentoring. She was no stranger to hardship even from a young age. Yet she always counted herself blessed. I know
in her quiet moments with God she had her doubts and fears, but she never shared them with anyone else. She had a
unique relationship with God. When she prayed, God answered, usually in very specific ways. Even my brother, who is
not a believer and would best be described as agnostic, asked her to do one of her “voodoo prayers” for him to get
into a PhD program which he was wait-listed for. She prayed, and he received an acceptance letter the very next day.
When my mother had her first reoccurrence, her prognosis was 12-24 months. She said that was simply unacceptable.
She prayed that she would be permitted to live long enough to see her boys become men. She passed away only
weeks after seeing her youngest son graduate from college. Despite all my years of theological education and ministry, my mother had a faith that I can't even really understand. All the dusty tomes of theology and philosophy don't
hold a fraction of the spiritual wisdom my mother had in her simple, unlearned faith. And I believe it is her faith that
still sustains my own as she continues to pray ceaselessly for me, my brothers, my father, and my grandfather. God is
with us in our trials, and so are the saints in light among whom our departed loved ones are counted. When your own
faith feels in short supply, try to remember that heaven is abounding in it.

I'm a Yankee Doodle Dandy,
A Yankee Doodle, do or die;
A real live nephew
of my Uncle Sam,
Born on the Fourth of July.
I've got a
Yankee Doodle sweetheart,
She's my
Yankee Doodle joy.
Yankee Doodle came to
London, just to
ride the
ponies;
I am the
Yankee Doodle Boy.

The author of this song was George M. Cohan, an American entertainer playwright,
composer, lyricist, actor, singer, dancer, and producer who was born the eldest son of a
family of vaudeville performers, actually on the third of July! At age 26, Cohan wrote,
produced, directed, and starred in Little Johnny Jones, the story of an American jockey
falsely accused of throwing the London Derby. The show-stopper was "The Yankee
Doodle Boy (I'm a Yankee Doodle Dandy)," a sharp and snappy song with a bouncy
melody and marching rhythm. The fourth line of the chorus inspired the ironic title of
Vietnam War veteran Ron Kovic's bestselling 1976 autobiography, Born on the Fourth of
July, and the Academy Award winning 1989 film of the same name that starred Tom
Cruise.
On the fourth of July, here at Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Summer SPLASH
Camp is in full swing, with more children than ever attending our camp program! Campers, ages 6 weeks to 12 years old, are encouraged to “SPLASH in God’s Love” here on a
daily basis as they experience weekly theme-based activities including music, art, sports
(lots of tummy-time for infants and games for the big kids), science, cooking, trips for
older campers, and chapels. If you still wish to sign your child up for a few weeks of our
outstanding camp, it is not too late! We are in session until August 18th.
We are also busily planning for another school year at Good Shepherd Lutheran
School as we expand some of our program offerings. We are making preparations to
open up another ½ day toddler class on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, as well as a
brand-new ½ day toddler class on Tuesday and Thursday. We welcome any “Friendly
Frogs” to our new ½ day toddler classes which are a good way for parents to begin
transitioning their two-year-old into a school setting. In addition, we are creating a new
full day Pre-K “Ducks” class and are now accepting more students into our Pre-K
program.
As you travel across the USA this summer, encourage an interest in geography for
your preschoolers and young children. Summer trips or vacations are great times to introduce the topic of places children have not seen. Any way you can keep it as concrete
as possible will be helpful (i.e., use real objects and pictures whenever possible). Let
your child’s interests lead you. If you end up with a different topic than where you started, that is great! Here are some ideas:
 An early stage in understanding geography is learning to use directional

terminology. Regularly use directional words in talking to your child such as
“next to,” “above,” “below,” “besides,” “right,” “left,” etc. Terms like
“north,” “south,” “east,” and “west” may be a little too abstract for young
children to comprehend.
 On family trips talk about how varying areas have different plants, animals,
climates, terrain, etc. Talk about what is the same and different from where
you live.
 If you travel a lot as part of your work, have a map in your house and mark
it with your child for each trip to show where you are traveling. Similarly,
prior to your next family trip, mark the map when you travel together.
Enjoy your July vacations this summer with your families. Before you realize it
school bells will be ringing again in September and the strains of “The Yankee Doodle
Boy” will be a distant memory.
Please continue to keep the school families and staff members in your prayers.
Peace and Blessings,
Teresa Ratkowski
School Director

At the May Meeting of the Congregation we asked all volunteers to sign a “hold harmless”
agreement. We have gotten some push-back and questions regarding this. It is important to
explain how this surfaced in more detail.
In December our property insurance carrier, Amtrust, sent an agent to our campus to perform
an inspection. In addition to property issues which needed correction, we were instructed to
adopt a hold harmless agreement for volunteers as well as a sexual harassment policy. Failing to
follow through would risk losing our preferred status with lower insurance premiums or even risk insurance cancellation. Our Property and Grounds team, under the leadership of Phil Lorch and Kevin Ocker, dealt with campus issues and Council adopted the hold harmless and sexual harassment policy. We could not risk losing insurance coverage by continuing to hold business as usual, especially with an upcoming summer program and school year.
Consequently, we are asking all volunteers, including ministry team members, lectors, assisting ministers, Sunday
School teachers, choir members, etc., to sign this form. While no one can sign away their rights to sue, this form
does satisfy our insurance carrier’s instruction.
The other document we needed to adopt is a sexual harassment policy. While developing such a policy was
needed, all of us need to be on the same page as far as expectations and what could be viewed as sexual
harassment. The following is the policy adopted:
“This organization does not tolerate harassment of our employees, volunteers, community
members or guests. Any form of harassment related to a volunteer’s race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, citizenship status, veteran status or handicap is a violation of this policy
and will be treated as a disciplinary matter. For these purposes, the term harassment
includes, but is not limited to, slurs, jokes or other verbal, graphic or physical conduct relating
to an individual’s race, color, sex, religion or national origin; sexual advances; requests for
sexual favors and other verbal, graphic or physical conduct of a sexual nature. The intentions
to sexually harass another individual expressed through language, expressions and proximity
to another is as detrimental as the actual act. Further, as of 1998, the Supreme Court recognizes that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 also applies to same-sex harassment.
Violation of this policy by a volunteer shall subject that volunteer to immediate discharge.
Examples of conduct prohibited by this policy include, but are not limited to:
Physical Actions:
 Unwanted neck or shoulder massaging
 Unwanted hugging, unwanted kissing.
 Patting another’s body
 Touching oneself with sexual overtones while in the proximity of another
Verbal Actions:
 Whistling or making cat calls at another individual
 Discussing sexual topics that make others uncomfortable
 Making comments about another individual’s body parts and/or clothing
Non-Verbal Actions:
 Making sexual gestures with one’s hands, tongue or other body parts
 Looking an individual up and down
 Winking, licking lips or blowing kisses at another individual
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If you believe that you are being subjected to harassment, you should:




(if you feel comfortable enough to do so) Tell the harasser that his or her actions are not welcome and they
must stop .
Report the incident immediately to a supervisor (pastor, council president, council member, school director).
Report any additional incidents that may occur to one of the above resources.

All reported incident will be investigated. Complaints, and actions taken to resolve complaints, will be handled as
confidentially as possible given Church of the Good Shepherd Lutheran (Plainview)’s obligation to investigate and act
upon reports of such harassment. Retaliation of any kind against a volunteer who reports a suspected incident of
sexual harassment is prohibited. Anyone who violates this policy or retaliates against another staff member in any
way will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including immediate dismissal.”
None of us likes dealing with the above topics; in fact some of you have probably been cringing while reading the
later part of this article. Council adopted a model presented by our insurance company, but clearly our church does
not quite fit. We kiss and hug when we share the peace, and all of us know these to be loving gestures. Perhaps it
comes down to being sensitive to boundary issues. Jesus envisioned the Church to be a safe place for all of God’s
children. These steps are intended to ensure that Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School continues to be that
safe place for all of God’s children.
- Submitted by Marge Wenger

Altar Care: JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona
DATE
July 2
Fourth Sunday
Of Pentecost

July 9
Fifth Sunday
Of Pentecost

July 16
Sixth Sunday
Of Pentecost

July 23
Seventh Sunday
Of Pentecost

July 30
Eighth Sunday
Of Pentecost

SERVICE

ASSISTING MINISTERS

8:00 a.m.

Karin Kienle

10:15 a.m.

Alexa Morales
Lori Mason

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Marge Wenger
Bonnie McGowan

10:15 a.m.

Marge Wenger
Christin Walsh

6:00 p.m.

Lori DeFilippis

8:00 a.m.

Tom Benson

10:15 a.m.

Lori Mason
John Schwaninger

6:00 p.m.

Lisa Cacchioli

8:00 a.m.

Ronn Hall

10:15 a.m.

Kathy Ocker
Terry Miccio

6:00 p.m.

Kurt Langjahr

8:00 a.m.

Tom Benson

10:15 a.m.

Marge Wenger
Alexa Morales

6:00 p.m.

Marge Wenger

LECTOR

USHERS

ETHEL’S
COFFE HOUR

John Bird
Helen KwongLabarbera

The Tollefsen Family
The Uzzo Family
John Bird

Alex Carrion

The Saueracker Family
John Schwaninger

Caryn Yakacki &
Veronica Mainville

John Bird
Anne Rickmeyer

Karl & Carol Burfeindt
Patty Larson
Ron Maisch

The Mulada Family

John Bird
Ellen Sangesland

The Broggy Family
Cathy Vollono

Worship & Music

John Bird
Paul Wenger

Sue Devine
Pat Fiedler
Donna Hickey
Alice Vorstadt

Please
Consider
Hosting

Look at the picture below of the Baptismal napkin; notice the embroidery of the cross and the lace stitched
to the edge. These napkins have been made for at least 50 years by Louise Lamont as her special gift to God and
her special ministry to this congregation.
Worship and Music Ministry Team members Irma Carlson and Marge Wenger visited Louise to deliver a letter of
thanks, a certificate of appreciation, and a gift card to acknowledge her incredible service to this congregation.
Louise began this ministry over 50 years ago as a small group with Adele Norton and Wilma Jensen. After a
few years it was just Louise. In talking with her she wished she had kept track of how many napkins had been
made. She also wished she had suggested to the families of the girls baptized that the napkins be used on their
wedding day as the “something old.”
Her question about how many napkins she had made challenged me. I went up to church and counted the
baptisms for 50 years so I went back to 1967. Maureen Cooke, who follows music, tells me it was the “summer of
love.” And such was the ministry of Louise over the years.
I counted 538 napkins, but I only went back 50 years. And so Louise was a part of 538 children becoming a part of
God’s Kingdom!
Louise said, “Baptism is so very special. It is the beginning of a child’s life in the Church.”
We agree.
Thank you, Louise!
- Submitted by Marge Wenger

Zachary Vollono graduated from Long Island Lutheran
on June 10 and wil be going to Susquehanna University
to study computer science.
(and we forgot to mention it last month!)

DON’T MAKE PLANS FOR THURSDAY EVENINGS UNLESS THOSE PLANS ARE RIGHT HERE AT GOOD SHEPHERD! YOU
WON’T WANT TO MISS A MINUTE OF THESE FAMILY-FUN GATHERINGS! BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY...AND YOUR
FRIENDS, TOO! MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

&
th

&

!
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Thursday, July 6 , July 13, August 10 & August 17 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
—
! The Park Brothers will be back for
their third Good Shepherd summer concert on July 20. Barbecue is at 6:30 p.m. and concert at 7:30 p.m.
...And while you’re putting this one in your concert calendar, be sure to put down
rd
on August 3 . You’ll agree it’ll be worth the wait!

’

’

!

Save your evenings on July 27th and August 24th for late afternoon/evening fishing trips!
Be sure to look for details in upcoming Sunday announcements. We’re going to
have a great summer!

Our Bible Study takes place at the
shore every Tuesday morning in the
summer. We meet at the church at
10:00 a.m. and head on over to either
the Atlantic Ocean (TOBAY beach) or
Oyster Bay (Theodore
Roosevelt
Park).
You and your friends are always invited
to come along!!

Our new church council was installed during worship on June 25. Below is a list of the people that have
been elected by our congregation to positions of leadership for the 2017-18 fiscal year. We give thanks for
their willingness to serve and rejoice that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our
mutual mission as a congregation. Please keep them in your prayers:
Roy Steinhilber
Patty Larson, Vice President
Dell-Ann Benson
Eric Tollefsen
Phil Lorch
Glen Cacchioli
Alice Vorstadt
Rose Minnick
Pat Fiedler
Marge Wenger, President
Kevin Ocker
AJ Jin, Treasurer
Our recording secretary will be elected at our July 18 meeting. We thank Bob Rickmeyer and Loretta Ruff
for their service on our Church Council.

Join friends and supporters for LSA's biggest fundraiser. Stay for dinner and toast this year's "Spirit of
Hope" honoree - Concordia College-New York, for partnering with our schools in Imagining Possibilities
in Lutheran education. Take advantage of Early Bird pricing and book a reservation for yourself or a foursome by July 15, 2017! Don't golf? Come for dinner and celebrate our honorees! The fun goes on from
10:30 a.m.—8:00 p.m.! Register online at lsany.org/what-we-do.

Meghan Balos ~ 7/24
Lauren Banzer ~ 7/13
Denise Bartkow ~ 7/28
Michael Benson ~ 7/14
Thomas Benson ~ 7/10
Joe Berardino ~ 7/14
Lea Blaeser ~ 7/23
Nathan Bleaser ~ 7/23
Pat Bridgwood ~ 7/11
Ryan Bridgwood ~ 7/9
Lachlan Bristol ~ 7/24
Declan Broggy ~ 7/19
Quinn Broggy ~ 7/10
Stacey Broggy ~ 7/9
Glen Cacchioli ~ 7/6
Alex Carrion ~ 7/25
Gianna DeVerna ~ 7/5
Ryan DeVerna ~ 7/21
Susan DeVerna ~ 7/4

Charlie Eisele ~ 7/23
Isaac Feng ~ 7/5
Dawn Figlo ~ 7/25
Aiden Filagrossi ~ 7/13
JP Gemelli ~ 7/31
Raphaela Gorka ~ 7/1
Beatrice Haas ~ 7/8
Lillian Hall ~ 7/22
Savannah Hong ~ 7/15
James Jansky ~ 7/16
Gail Kelly ~ 7/23
Avery Kemperle ~ 7/5
Jane Knudsen ~ 7/25
Steven Lindenfeld ~ 7/6
Christopher Lorch ~ 7/31
Emma Luedemann ~ 7/6
James Mason ~ 7/25
Katherine Mason ~ 7/11
Ashley Masta ~ 7/10

Manav Mehta ~ 7/23
Hailey Nacewicz ~ 7/14
Hunter Nacewicz ~ 7/11
Eric Olsen ~ 7/20
Taylor Pawlenko ~ 7/5
Eleanor Pearson ~ 7/10
Ava Philip ~ 7/27
Kathryn Prinz ~ 7/20
Lydia Rickmeyer ~ 7/14
Paul Rickmeyer ~ 7/14
Sean Roberts ~ 7/2
Quinn Roberts ~ 7/2
James Sansabrino ~ 7/28
Logan Savarese ~ 7/4
Beverly Strack ~ 7/14
Samantha Thomas ~ 7/20
Alyssa Tollefsen ~ 7/28
Kaithlyn Uy ~ 7/13
Eric Uzzo, Jr. ~ 7/12
Julian Yoo ~ 7/13

Teagan Leni Bristol
Born June 25, 2017
at 6:16 a.m.
8 lbs. 11 oz. 20”
Congratulations
Big Brother Lachlan
Parents
Kyle & Christopher Bristol
And Grandparents
Wendy & Jim Jansky

Ken & Karen McBride
3 years on 7/12
Steve & Katrina Lindenfeld
18 years on 7/16
Scott & Michelle Maron
6 years on 7/16
Brian & Amanda Cerisano
8 years on 7/26

St Francis is the founder of the Franciscan Order. Born to Pietro and Pica Bernardone in Assisi, Italy, in
1181, Francis was one of seven children. His father was a wealthy cloth merchant and successful businessman. Francis was originally baptized Giovanni, but Pietro began calling him Francesco at an early age for his
love of France; thus “Giovanni” became known as Francis for the rest of his life. Since the family was well to
do, Francis lived the good life. He was quite charming, very likable, and was described as a born leader. Yet
Francis in later years described his youth as “I lived in sin.” In 1201 he joined the military and fought in the
battle between Assisi and Perugia. Assisi lost and Francis was captured. Because of his obvious wealth,
instead of killing him, his captors imprisoned him for a year was finally released after his father paid a
ransom. But during his confinement, Francis’s conversion began.
Francis still longed for the glory of battle, and soon after a call for warriors for the Fourth Crusade was
announced, he purchased the best horse and the finest suit of armor and once again went off to war. Only one day into this
journey, Francis had a dream that the Lord told him that he was wrong and that he should return home. Francis obeyed but was
received with scorn by the villagers and his father. He was called a coward. Francis retreated to a cave where he prayed to atone
for his sins. Through prayer, Christ once again spoke to Francis with the words “repair the Christian Church and live a life of
poverty.” Francis took this literally.
One day Francis crossed the path of a leper. Repelled by the sight and smell of this man, Francis nevertheless leapt down
from his horse and kissed the leper’s hand. This kiss of peace was returned, and Frances smiled with joy. Upon remounting and
leaving the man behind, Francis looked back. The man was gone. Francis knew then that he had passed the test that God had put
before him.
While in prayer at the Church of San Damiano, Francis once again heard the voice of God say, “Francis repair my Church.”
Due to its crumbling state and believing that Christ wanted him to repair that particular church, Francis soon began work. But he
stole from his father for materials. This infuriated his father, and he dragged his son before the local bishop. The bishop told
Francis that he should return the money and that God would provide. With those words Francis stripped off his clothes and
proclaimed “Pietro Bernardone is no longer my Father. From now on I say with complete freedom ‘Our Father Who Art in Heaven.’” This completed Francis’s conversion.
Francis resumed the restoration of the Church of San Damiano, begging for materials and workers and still not realizing
that Christ wanted his Church and not the building to be restored. (It should be noted that there was much scandal at this time
within the Church.) Although he never considered becoming a priest despite his love of the church, Francis began to preach about
people returning to God. In a short amount of time, his following grew and his message spread. His whole message was one of
living by the Bible—a message of selling possessions and giving to the poor—a message of living a life of poverty with the
knowledge that God would provide. At this time, the idea of living in Christ-like poverty was radical, for the Church was extremely
wealthy; and Francis became the counterbalance to this. His followers soon became to be known as the Franciscan Friars.
Francis respected all living creatures and preached not only to human beings, but also to animals. He felt that even they
were a living creation of God. Many thought that he was strange, even mad; yet, many more were attracted to his message. His
followers presented as quite poor in their disheveled garb yet appeared always happy, smiling and singing. Their disposition
attracted more followers, and within ten years Francis’s following grew to 5,000. Even Pope Innocent III was so impressed with
Francis, he gave him his blessing to preach!
Naming his followers the Friars Minor, Francis founded the first Franciscan monastery in 1211. From there they went out
two at a time and preached the Gospel. A year later he established the first female convent named the Second Franciscan Order of
Poor Ladies, now known as Poor Clares. In 1221 Francis drew up a new rule for the Friars Minor. Revised and modified over the
next few years, the original 22 chapters of the rule were reduced to 12. This Second Rule was based on three vows: obedience,
poverty, and chastity, with poverty being the most important.
In 1224 Francis was the first person to receive the stigmata of Christ. It is claimed that on the eve of his death, he had
bread brought to him, had it broken and distributed to those present. He then proclaimed “I have done my part; may Christ teach
you to do yours.” With the words, “bring my soul out of prison” Francis died on October 3, 1226.
To this day the Franciscan Order thrives. Francis was canonized on July 16, 1228 by Gregory IX, and his feast day is
October 4. He is celebrated on October 4th by ELCA as the Renewer of the Church. He is the patron of animals, merchants and
ecology.

- Submitted by James B. Blewett

On Sunday, June 25th, we began the summer season by welcoming 23 new members into our Good
Shepherd family. Some have been worshipping with us for a while, others grew up here and returned, and
others recently moved here and found us. Wherever they’re from, we’re happy they’re here and welcome
them warmly.

D

r. Gregory and Nurse Practitioner Mandy Berry, along with their daughter Abigail, decided to follow
their youngest family member, Elizabeth, in joining Good Shepherd. Elizabeth was baptized at
Good Shepherd this past Palm Sunday. Originally from the Scranton, PA, area, the Berrys most recently
relocated to our area from Texas. Aside from being a research scientist for Northwell Health Systems,
Dr. Berry is an avid outdoorsman. Mandy, a lifelong Lutheran, has an uncle who is a retired ELCA pastor. Her
parents Rudi & Denise Lorenz have also joined our church family.

D

ebra Brooks is Maryann Murphy’s daughter. She was so impressed by her
mother’s love of Good Shepherd and her regular attendance that she decided that she wanted to claim space at our church as her spiritual home as well.
Debra even took it a step further and shared the good news of Good Shepherd with
her son John and daughter-in-law Laura!

J
B

ohn Brooks is Maryann Murphy’s grandson and Debra’s son. He and his
wife Laura are new parents and are looking forward with excitement the
upcoming baptism of their son Christian at Good Shepherd.
ill and Jacalyn Bruno met while at SUNY Albany in 2007. Bill is from Bethpage, and Jacalyn is from
Kings Park. They were married in October 2016. Their son Liam, just turned six months, and was
baptized here at Good Shepherd this past May. Bill is the grandson of Good Shepherd congregant Bonnie
Beach-Gadagian. He owns an awning company while Jacalyn is a psychologist and works as a summer camp
director. They are looking forward to being part of our Good Shepherd family.

S

V
L

ue and Ron Carentz met as teenagers through the youth group at Redeemed Lutheran
Church in Queens Village. They were married there in 1975, and have been blessed with
two children, both married, and two grandsons. Susan is retired from Northwell Health. Ron is a retired MTA bus driver but currently works at the Long Island Alzheimer's association as a driver. They
were members of Christ Lutheran church in New Hyde Park, and are looking forward to being part of
our Good Shepherd family as they continue on their faith journey.

anessa Carlson recently returned to New York and to Good Shepherd with her daughter Isabella.
From baptism to helping with our Vacation Bible Camp, Vanessa had been a part of our church
when she was a little girl attending worship with her grandma, Irma. She lived mostly in Delaware with
her mother and recently moved back five months ago. Vanessa is working at St. Francis Hospital, and
Isabella will be part of our school’s toddler program in September.
orraine Duffy has been a regular worshipper at GS for several years. She is often seen hanging fliers for GS events in
neighborhood shops and loves to promote our church & school wherever she goes. She credits Good Shepherd’s warm
and welcoming atmosphere as her primary reason for wanting to become a member of our church family.

K

J

oan Findley is one of our closest neighbors, living at the Shepherd Hill apartments, and has been
worshipping with us for quite some time. She was introduced to Good Shepherd through our summer
barbeques and pot luck dinners. Joan, like Lorraine, continues to be impressed by Good Shepherd’s hospitality.
\

aren Gallagher is Ray Gorka’s daughter. She is proud of her Ukrainian heritage. Originally
baptized at St. Pius, Karen recently was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Levittown. This past spring, Karen and her mother joined us at camp Koinonia for our Good Shepherd
faith family retreat and had a very meaningful experience.

N

ikolas and Evelyn Kontonis grew up a block away from each other in Maspeth and met through
a mutual friend—Evelyn’s brother! When she was 14, Evelyn’s family moved to Rockland
county but remained in touch with Nikolas’s family. She and Nikolas started talking as a couple again 12
years later, married shortly thereafter, and moved to Hicksville. They have two wonderful children, fouryear-old Faith and two-year-old Niko, Jr. Our school was highly recommended by Niko's sister as her children attended Good Shepherd several years ago. The Kontonis family feels “so lucky to have met everyone
and to now become a member of your church.”

R

udi and Denise Lorenz were both born in Philadelphia and were married there as well. They
eventually moved to the Poconos where they cared for all four parents; then, more recently, moved to West/Central PA. Rudi worked many years mainly as a general contractor and now
drives a tractor trailer for the post office. Denise worked as a nurse through the ‘80s then took a long
hiatus to raise their two children, Mandy and Alex. After resuming her career in recent years, she
permanently "retired" eight months ago. Rudi and Denise moved to Jericho this past Thanksgiving,
where Denise now watches their two grandchildren full time. The family is blessed to be all together
here on LI: son Alex, daughter Mandy Berry, her husband Greg and their daughters Abigail and Elizabeth. (also family pets Pauley Lorenz - a 20 year old cockatiel, and Champ Berry - a huge 7 year old
Lab mix. The dog is a sweetheart, the bird is not!)

Y

ou have probably both heard and seen Peter Potoknic in worship. He is our newest choir member and the deepest bass in that
section. Peter is also a member of the Long Island Harmonizers, a men’s acapella group and has been known to sing in a
barbershop quartet. A retired LIRR track worker, Peter is quick to lend a hand and always has a story to share.

D

ominick Tuozzo is never spotted alone at GS. He is usually less than an arm’s length away from his dear
friend Karen Faucera. A lifelong Roman Catholic, Dominick enjoys worshipping with Karen and participating fully in church life. By becoming an associate member, Dominick can do just that, having Good Shepherd as another home without giving up his Roman Catholic identity.

At this
writing
our softball team’s record is 6-4. Please come out and
cheer us on at Bill Meade
Field (Town Hall), 200 Sunrise Highway, in Lindenhurst. The ball field is located on Sunrise Highway, just west of Rt.
109. The entrance is along the west side of the LIRR train tracks. Below is our July schedule.
July 16 at 5:15 p.m. v Cross of Christ
July 23 at 5:15 p.m. v Trinity
July 30 at 2:30 p.m. v St Luke

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

Gloria Albreicht (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Doreen Alexander
(Karen Faucera’s friend), Helen Anderson, Jim Anderson (Lori Mason’s coworker)Pam Ann (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Doris
Aun (Rickmeyer family friend), Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend), Jean Baker (Gail Kelly’s mom), Pat Ballard, Alex & Derek
Bartkow, Paula Bennett, Marilyn Benner,
Joe & Carol Berardino, Joe R. Berardino, Martha
Berardino, Grace Berry, Eleanor Bierlmaier Dugan, John Binsfeld (Benner family friend),
Edwina Bishop, Paula Bistany (Grappone
family friend), Michael Bocina (Wenger family friend),
Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s relative),
Laura & John Brooks, Brad Carbone & family (R. Benson family friend), Lynn Carlson, Jennifer
Carrieri, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Jenna Collins,
Gisela Conforti, Baby Maya Contreras & family (Alice
Vorstadt’s relatives), Frank Costeira
(Martha Peterson’s friend), David Cronin, Chris Cucci,
Eleanor Davis, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL
teacher Diane Kideris’s father), Claudia DeMauro,
John, Amanda & Baby Ivan Dexter,
Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory
Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Denise
Donitz, Anna Duda (Denise Bartkow’s mother), Lorraine Duffy, Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s nephew), The Eckhoff family, Nadia Ellison (Lori Mason’s friend), Dilliana Edwards,
Becky Ernst (Paul Wenger’s cousin), Julie Esposito (Christin Walsh’s friend), Richard Faithfull (Grappone family friends), Eric
Faret, Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Irene Fields (Vincent Cronin’s sister), Marcelle Figlo, Norma Gattulli (Kathy
Prinz’s friend), Jackie Gentner, Lilah & Jim Gillett (Kathy Prinz’s friends), Ray Gorka, Jessica Gruenfelder (Lori Mason’s colleague), Florence Grovel (Veronica Savarese’s mother), Tom Gucciardo (Olsen family friend), Liz Haley (Lorraine Duffy’s
friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Diane
Helmers, Kevin Hickey, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister), Margaret Holleran (Eleanor Pearson’s friend), Imari (Karen
Faucera’s friend), Michelle Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Ben Jankowski, Bill Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Louis
Johnson (Bob’s father), Robby Johnson, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s relative), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family Mary
Jane Krenkel (Terry Miccio’s aunt), Kenneth Lane, Martha Langjahr, Lois Lengenfelder, Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s father),
Avi Levinson, Jean Lombardo (Rickmeyer family friend), Angel, Jason & Christopher Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend),
Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), Kim Maca (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Joe Marino (Annmarie Brown’s relative),
Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), John Mark, Virginia Marshall (Sue Devine’s
friend), Jim Mason, Matt Massucci & his family (Vollono family friend), Diane Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Patti McSkane (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Annette
Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Teddy Moore (Miccio family friend), Maryellen Moyse, Karen
Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Ann Ocker, Meghan Ortega (Lisa Olsen’s niece), Eric Page
(Karen Faucera’s friend), Eleanor Pearson, Joe Pecora, Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Bob
Roger Griffith &
Podewils (Boy Scout leader), Kathleen Power (our landscaper’s wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Vicar Adam Reinhardt
Wenger’s father in law), Gregory Rajan (GSL Little Lamb), Kerry & Doug Rausch & family, Bishop Preparing for Ordination
Rudy Ressmeyer, Nataly Rodriguez (Chris Garcia’s girlfriend), The Ricotta Family, Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), Mackenzie Ruff, Susanna Yacenda Savarese, Glenn Schabel, Gunhild Schabel, Margaret & Craig Schumacker (John Mark’s relative), Lisa Shaffer (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Sean & his family, Lorna Seeger (Sue Devine’s friend), Ken Sharvin (Pastor Olsen’s
friend), Chris Shroyer (Austin Flink’s friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Michael Silber, Ed & Peggy Siering, Michael
Siering, Jennifer Sorenson (Cathy Vollono’s friend), Matthew Spangler, Judy Stal (Christine Adolphus’s daughter), Josie (Vicar
Adam’s friend), Ken Steffens, Charlie Strakele, Tara Stratton (Anne Rickmeyer’s friend), Ed Strauhs, Devin Suau, Carter Suozzi, (Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s grandson), Baby Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Joyce Tare, Debbie Tassi (Denise Donitz’s sister), Brittany, Gregory & Sue Thomas, Sheryl Tubiolo (Karen Faucera’s friend), Barbara Tung (Karen Faucera’s friend),
Donald Unger, Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Jeff Wakefield, Sarah Waters (Lisa Olsen’s colleague), Clifton Weed (Fiedler family friend), Maya Wenger, Marilyn Weyant (Maisch family friend), Brother George Zenle (Wenger family friend) Jennifer &
Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands).

CPT Hector Ruben Alejandro, USMC, (Lori Mason’s friend), Matthew
Beers (Army) at Ft. Lennard Wood, MO, Keith & Kyle Calderone (Army), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori
Mason’s cousin), CPTs Brian & Daniel McGrath (Grappone family friend), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer,
Captain Robert Saueracker, LTC. Phillip Sounia, USMC, Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell
(Patty Larson’s family friend).

FOR OUR MILITARY:

Naomi, David, Christine, Augie & the friends & family of Dorothy Cronin, Judy Misulia and the family & friends of her brother in law, John Franco;
and Marge Wenger and the family & friends of her brother in law, Al Mirth.

FOR THOSE WHO ARE GRIEVING:

Congratulations to
our young adults who
were confirmed on
Pentecost Sunday,
June 4:
Austen Flink
Madison Gresser
Luke Olsen
Jack Saueracker
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