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Trusts God always,
Always looks for
the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to
the end.
Love never dies…
(1 Corinthians 13:7-8) The Message (MSG)

If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m
nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.
If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making
everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it
jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing.
If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as
a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I
believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.
Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,”
Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything,
Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best,
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end.
Love never dies…
(1 Corinthians 13:1-8) The Message (MSG)

Before the students of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School started the
#NeverAgain movement, we had grown accustom to the familiar #Neverforget
hashtag that would follow in the days of nearly every tragic event. Never is a strong
word. It denotes a seriousness, a strong resolve to stay focused. And while our outrage and pain demand a “never,” the sad truth is that we are a forgetful people and
people who weary quickly. It is as if all our good intentions are swept away in a pile of
pixy dust to Neverland.
Way before Michael Jackson bought his infamous Neverland ranch, J.M.
Barrie, a Scottish writer wanted to memorialize his brother David who died tragically
one day before his 14th birthday. Barrie and his mother thought of him as forever
being a boy, and hence the legend of Peter Pan and Neverland was born. Yet I would
wager that you never knew that Peter Pan was a memorial to a very special boy who’s
young life ended much too soon.
On the last days of my Florida vacation, I received a call from a friend in New
York informing me that a dear mutual friend’s daughter was involved in a horrific
accident a couple of hours south of my location in Florida. I drove to the hospital and
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prayed with young Leah and her family. Shortly after returning home
on Sunday, I received word that the form of healing God would offer to
Leah was to welcome her into her heavenly home.
That night at our regularly scheduled healing service, over 600
members of the New Hyde Park community filled the sanctuary of
Good Shepherd, many of them even younger than young Leah. They
were searching for hope, for strength, for a way to breathe. We
offered them oil, frankincense, and anointed them in the name of the
Father and The Son and The Holy Spirit and reminded them that they
were God’s beloved, God’s royalty, and that God would not forsake
them, but would empower them to love each other. We offered them
Holy Communion, the body and blood of our Lord and invited them to
taste and consume the love that is Jesus. We offered them the Gospel,
the Good News of the Resurrection and the truth that Leah lives on
with the Lord and that they do as well in a different, but equally powerful way. We offered to them that which was entrusted to us to share
the Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes we lose sight of the powerful gifts that God has
graced us with to partake in and share. Sometimes we become too distracted and discouraged angry or numb to let
God’s love flow to us and through us. Yet when our resolve fades and our strength flees God’s love still finds its way
to us, because God’s love for us never dies, fails or wanes.
While we pray and also take action so that another school shooting will never happen again and that tragedy
will not visit us in any form or that another young person would not die prematurely…the truth is that even our best
efforts cannot insulate us from the suffering all around us. We can only do as our Lord did and embrace the pain
with love and give all of ourselves to each other in love. And yet that is indeed everything!
In Jesus Endless Love,

Eric+

As we head into March there is so much to look forward to, way more than we had
in February. In February I celebrated two presidents’ birthdays, but in March I get to
celebrate two sons and a grandson’s birthday plus two granddaughters’ first holy
communions. Doesn’t get much better! And you’ll soon notice so much more daylight.
We started February 1 with 10 hours and 5 minutes of daylight while March starts with
11 hours 14 minutes of daylight and ends 12 hours 35 minutes. In fact, February had
298 hours, 6 minutes of daylight compared to 371 hours, 45 minutes in March. You are feeling brighter
aren’t you? Did I fail to mention March has three more days? So knock off 37 hours 36 minutes, but you
are still much brighter than you were in February (not necessarily smarter
unless you like random facts). And don’t forget daylight-saving time starts
March 11, son Danny’s 43rd birthday. Both are cause for celebration!
Besides feeling brighter, the church carpeting is being installed in
March, but I won’t tell you which day. That way you’ll come to church
every Sunday even more expectantly and excited than you now do. New
carpeting is good news but cannot begin to match the GOOD NEWS we
hear every Sunday, “Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come
again!”
Tonight is our first Lenten Soup Supper and it will continue through
out March (another thing to look forward to), followed by Holden Evening Prayer.
Speaking of soup, the Evangelism Committee has started a Soup Ministry. On February 15, Jim &
Lori Mason, Dean & Annmarie Brown, Jim Blewett, Loretta Ruff, and Lori DeFilippis gathered and made
16 quarts of soup to be delivered to those sick or homebound. The soup will be delivered by Eucharistic
ministers and other interested members. Planning to visit a sick/homebound member? How about taking
a quart of frozen soup along? Your visit will be a ministry to both body and soul!
March also begins our process of putting our budget for 2018-2019 together. Which reminds me,
have you turned in your 2018-2019 pledge yet? The budget process is much easier and more heartening
with your pledges and enables us to carry our God’s ministry. God’s work is done through our hands.
Stewardship Figures: As of February 22nd, 84 units have pledged for a total of $213,320 and four Vanco
givers who haven’t pledged (but are giving) estimated at $7,020 more for a total of $220,340. This
compares with 2/28 last year of 87 pledges and $215,003
Pray Safe: Izzy Garcia and Jim Mason attended a workshop lead by the FBI from the Melville
office on January 25th. Izzy and Jim will form a committee and will attend the March Meeting of Council to
report on what can be done better in areas of safety.
Directory News: We know you have been anxiously waiting for it. Numerous problems occurred
along the way. Only 55 members had their pictures taken by Lifetouch, far below what we have published
in previous directories. We then reached out to members to submit their own picture by September or
indicated we would use one already on Icon. Having said that, when we checked Icon we determined
many were not useable so embarked on calling members to give additional time to submit a better photo.
We also called members who had no phone or email listed to make the directory more complete.
The directory is complimentary to those who had their picture taken by Lifetouch. For others desiring a
copy we are suggesting a $10.00 donation to offset the cost incurred for printing additional directories.
Special envelopes are available in the narthex for your advanced copy.

Please Participate during Holy Week!
Holy Week is to the Church is what the World Series is to baseball, and just like the World Series, Holy Week
needs the involvement of a committed team to make the reflections personal, extra special. We need you, our team, to
continue stepping up to the plate, particularly during Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter morning. Please consider
volunteering to read some lines or make a reflection during one of these services:
On Palm Sunday please consider reading from our Gospel, The Passion of Our Lord According to Mark. At each
service on 3/25 we need 14 volunteers to assume the roles of Jesus, a narrator, Peter, Judas, Pilate, a servant girl, a
council member, a cohort, 2 disciples, a Chief Priest, a High Priest, a bystander, and a centurion. Please don’t be intimidated—many of these parts are just one or two lines! The cohort has only five words! And if you’d like an advance copy,
just let Maureen know, and she will be happy to give you one.
Our Good Friday reflections are somber and heartfelt. At 2:00 p.m., we will be observing the Stations of the
Cross and would like you to share your personal reflection upon one (or more) of these 14 stations:
FIRST STATION: Jesus Prays in the Garden of Olives, Passage: Luke 22:39 - 46
SECOND STATION: Jesus is Betrayed by Judas, Passage: Matthew 26: 45 – 49
THIRD STATION: Jesus is Condemned to Death by the Sanhedrin, Passage: Mark 14: 56, 61 – 64
FOURTH STATION: Jesus is Denied by Peter, Passage: Luke 22: 54 – 62
FIFTH STATION: Jesus is Judged by Pilate, Passage: Luke 23: 20 - 25
SIXTH STATION: Jesus is Scourged and Crowned with Thorns, Passage: John 19: 1 - 3
SEVENTH STATION: Jesus Carries His Cross, Passage: John 19: 17
EIGHTH STATION: Jesus is Helped by Simon of Cyrene, Passage: Mark 15: 20 – 21
NINTH STATION: Jesus Encounters the Women of Jerusalem. Passage: Luke 23: 27 – 31
TENTH STATION: Jesus is Crucified. Passage: Mark 15: 22 – 26
ELEVENTH STATION: Jesus Promises to Share his Reign with the Good Thief, Passage: Luke 23: 39 – 43,
TWELFTH STATION: Jesus Speaks to Mary and the Beloved Disciple at the Foot of the Cross,
Passage: John 19: 25 – 27
THIRTEENTH STATION: Jesus Dies on the Cross, Passage: Matthew: 27: 45 – 50
FOURTEENTH STATION: Jesus is Placed in the Tomb, Passage: Matthew 27: 57 - 61
At 7:30 p.m. also on Good Friday, we will meditate on Jesus’ final words. As we gather to remember the crucifixion at our Tenebrae service, seven members of our congregation will be invited to participate by sharing a two- to threeminute reflection on one of the last seven phrases Christ uttered from the cross. These are the words to be pondered:
THE FIRST PHRASE: "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." Luke 23:34.
THE SECOND PHRASE: Today you will be with me in Paradise" Luke 23:43
THE THIRD PHRASE: "Dear woman, here is your son." "Here is your mother." John 19:26-27
THE FOURTH PHRASE: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Matthew 27:46
THE FIFTH PHRASE: "I am thirsty." John 19:28
THE SIXTH PHRASE: "It is finished." John 19:30
THE SEVENTH PHRASE: "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." Luke 23:46
And, finally, we rejoice and celebrate the resurrection on Easter morning. Sandwiched between our 6:00 a.m.
sunrise service and our 10:15 a.m. Resurrection of our Lord worship, we will be holding our eighth annual Easter morning breakfast and egg hunt at 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. respectively. As always, volunteers are needed. We need people
to bring some baked goodies; and as always, we need servers and people to clean up or set up. Please speak to Roy
Steinhilber to see how you can help.
Kathy Ocker, along with our Sunday School Superintendents Stephanie Brienza, Alison Carey, and Jennifer
Stoddard, is coordinating our Easter egg hunt on Easter morning. Please speak to any of them to find out how you can
help! Thank you for stepping up to the (breakfast) plate, and thank you for all you do for this parish!

Mount Athos is the home of twenty monasteries. “Since the 10th century, Mount Athos and the
peninsula on which it is located in northern Greece have been the home to Orthodox monks. In fact, no one
can go there today without permission from both the Greek government and Orthodox officials, and
women are never allowed. These monks represent a variety of Orthodox traditions, including Greek,
Russian, and Bulgarian. For the most part monastic life has survived there despite several hundred years of
Turkish rule and modern secularism in Greece. Monks there live in a kind of radical separation from “the
world” that is far greater than even the most contemplative of Catholic monasteries. Some of the most
important Orthodox thought, especially concerning prayer and the mystical life, has originated on Mount
Athos. “1
Mount Athos has been inhabited since ancient times, and today there are over 2,000 monks living
there. Their lives have changed little over the centuries. It’s an area rich in artifacts, ancient documents, and
rare books. It is also known as the Holy Mountain.
The Christians of the Orthodox world split from
the Roman Church in 1054. Unlike western Christians of
the Protestant and Roman Catholic faiths which we know
quite a bit about, the Orthodox traditions seem foreign.
This is mainly due to the fact that we were cut off from
them for over 40 years by the Iron Curtain and the Cold
War. These monks and priests who had long beards and
wore black robes are very different from what we are use
to.
Around 962 the first monastery was built on
Athos. Soon after others followed. They set up laws and
regulations that all monasteries were to live by. Soon a
legislative council was established, and they were supported by the powerful families of the Byzantine Empire. Unlike Catholicism where there is a central government, the Orthodox have a head which they all agree to accept. This is known as the patriarch of Constantinople.
Today it is quite difficult to even visit Mount Athos. You have to obtain a number of permissions
from both the Orthodox Church and the government of Greece, which actually protects Mount Athos in its
constitution. It’s a different world where the Julian calendar is used, dividing the day into 12 hours of day
and night. There is only one road leading from the port to the administration center and beyond there are
only paths leading between the monasteries. It is claimed that only one monastery has electricity. But there
is a cross section of housing accommodations for the monks. Some live in large monasteries, others in small
houses of two or three people and some live as hermits.
They pray a mystical prayer that is known as hesychasm. And through this prayer they hope for a
spiritual ascent to God. One of their most common practices is their repetition of the Jesus Prayer: “Lord
Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”2 And often a meditative type of breathing is used during
their spiritual prayers. So as we can see the monastic life style survives after thousands of years.
1

Cook, “The Lives of Great Christians.” 85
2
Cook, “The Lives of Great Christians.” 88

- Submitted by James B. Blewett

Altar Care—Chandra Jorree & Erika Jurik

DATE

March 4
Third Sunday of
Lent

March 11
Fourth Sunday of
Lent

SERVICE

ASSISTING
MINISTERS

8:00 a.m.

Ronn Hall

10:15 a.m.

John Schwaninger
Lori Mason

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Sunday Night Alive
Karin Kienle

10:15 a.m.

Terry Miccio
Christin Walsh

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
March 18
Fifth Sunday
of Lent

March 25
Palm/Passion
Sunday

Anne Rickmeyer
Luke Olsen

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Taize
Karin Kienle

10:15 a.m.

Kathy Ocker
Marge Wenger

March 29
Maundy Thursday

March 31
Easter Vigil

7:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

USHERS

ETHEL’S
COFFEE HOUR

John Bird
Helen Kwong LaBarbera

Karl & Carol Burfeindt
Ron Maisch
John Schwaninger

Sports

John Bird
Richard Benson

Lori DeFilippis
Rose Minnick
Ronn Hall
Lisa Cacchioli

10:15 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

LECTOR

The Broggy Family
Cathy Vollono

Please Consider
Hosting

John Bird
Paul Wenger

Sue Devine
Pat Fiedler
Donna Hickey
Alice Vorstadt
John Bird

Education

Ellen Sangesland

John & Bonnie McGowan
Jim & Wendy Jansky

Lori DeFilippis

Ronn Hall
Lori Mason

Paul Wenger

N/A

N/A

Marge Wenger
John Schwaninger

Paul Wenger
Anne Rickmeyer
Marge Wenger
Ellen Sangesland
Lori Mason
Cathy Vollono

N/A

N/A

Marge Wenger
Kurt Langjahr

We will be celebrating First Holy Communion during our 10:15 a.m. worship
service on Palm Sunday, March 25th. If you have a child in third grade or higher
who would like to receive his/her First Holy Communion, please plan to attend
our Communion class in the sacristy immediately following our 10:15 a.m. worship service on Sunday, March 18th, and a second class at our soup supper on
Wednesday, March 21st. If you have a baptized child younger than first
Communion age but you feel that he/she is old enough and ready to receive,
please speak to Pastor Eric so that he/she may be included in this class.

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is holding its annual head-shaving event at Mattlin Middle
School’s gym on Monday, March 12th, from 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Once again Good
Shepherd will be participating in this important fundraiser for childhood cancer research and
invite you to be part of our team! Last year our team of only four people raised $3,259. Please
help us surpass that amount by participating and/or donating!
You can actively participate either as a shaver, a barber, or a volunteer. Don’t be scared!
“Shaving your head” does not mean going bald if you don’t want that. It can be just a simple
buzz cut.
If you would like to participate or donate to Team Good Shepherd, please register at https://
www.stbaldricks.org/teams/mypage/116747/2018. If you prefer not to donate on line, please use the form on the
next page or pick one up in the narthex. Just fill it out and mail it in with your check payable to St. Baldrick’s
Foundation, 1333 South Mayflower Avenue, Suite 400, Monrovia, CA 91016. Please consider asking your
employer if they have a donation matching program and be sure to
include that on the form.
Whether you participate or not, be sure to stop by Mattlin Middle
School on the 12th for food, raffles, hair extensions & lots of fun!
Maybe you’ll win some great prizes! Thank you for your support!
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Thomas John Lee
1/30/18 @ 2:09 a.m.

Congratulations, Brooke & Chris Murphy!

7 lbs 9 oz

February 2, 2018

21 inches.
Congratulations Jennifer & Kevin Lee
Grandparents John & Dorothy Bennet

On Sunday, February 11th, the children of
Good

Shepherd

Lutheran

School

and

Sunday School united together to sing at
our 10:15 a.m. worship service! The LOVE of
Jesus filled the sanctuary!

Naomi & John Hulver
6 years on 3/24
Barbara & Dominick Valenza
26 Years on 3/22

Helen & Argot Meyer
50 Years on 3/23

~ 3/ 8
~ 3/ 9

~ 3/ 19

~ 3/ 28

~ 3/ 11

~ 3/ 23

~ 3/ 12

~ 3/ 28

~ 3/ 13

~ 3/ 5
~ 3/ 29
~ 3/ 31
~ 3/ 16
~ 3/ 6

~ 3/ 15
~ 3/ 5

~ 3/ 16
~ 3/ 24
~ 3/ 1

~ 3/ 21
~ 3/ 30

~ 3/ 9

~ 3/ 14

~ 3/ 19

~ 3/ 4

~ 3/ 8

~ 3/ 22

~ 3/ 9

~ 3/ 16

~ 3/ 25

~ 3/ 14

~ 3/ 28

~ 3/ 14

~ 3/ 14

~ 3/ 4

~ 3/ 6

~ 3/ 19

~ 3/ 20

~ 3/ 8
~ 3/ 15

~ 3/5

~ 3/ 13
~ 3/ 18

~ 3/ 18

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING
Gloria Albreicht (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Doreen Alexander (Karen Faucera’s friend), Allison & Dave (Karin
Kienle’s friends), Barbara Altman (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Helen Anderson, W. Richard Anderson, Charlie
Aviano (Garcia family friend), Chris Balos, Barbara Bajore, Alex & Derek Bartkow, Marilyn & Paul Benner,
Joe & Carol Berardino, Joe R. Berardino, Martha Berardino, Grace Berry, John Binsfeld (Benner family
friend), Miriam & Paula Bistany (Grappone family friend), John Bliesernick (Vorstadt family friend), Laura
Brandt (Thomas family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s relative), Arthur Brown (Dean’s father), Glen
Cacchioli, Connie Campbell (Patty Larson’s sister in law), Brad Carbone & family (R. Benson family friend),
Lynn Carlson, Jennifer Carrieri, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Christina (Margareta Garcia’s relative),
Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Amanda Conca (Grappone family friend), Gisela Conforti, Maya
Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), Frank Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), David Cronin,
Chris Cucci, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL teacher Diane Kideris’s father), Claudia DeMauro, Sue Devine, John,
Amanda & Baby Ivan Dexter, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Romia Dimor (Wenger family friend), Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s nephew), Dilliana Edwards,
Becky Ernst (Paul Wenger’s cousin), Judy Esposito (Karen Faucera’s friend), Richard Faithfull (Grappone
family friends), Eric Faret, Krysta Minnick Fazio, Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Pat Fiedler, Charlene
Fiore (Olsen family friend), Marcelle Figlo, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister), Norma Gattulli (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Natalia Garrick (Cronin family friend), Jackie Gentner, Lilah & Jim Gillett (Kathy Prinz’s friends), Ray Gorka, Katelyn Gregorie (Grappone family
friend), Carl & Helen Gscheidle, Jane Guido (Cathie Olsen’s friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family
friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Diane Helmers, Allen Hendricks (Maureen Cooke’s cousin), Joe Hutchinson (Sue
Carentz’s student), Imari (Karen Faucera’s friend), Tobi Indellicati & her father, Leon, Michelle Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s
relative), Ben Jankowski, Jessica, Jimi (Chrissi Canino’s relative), Bill Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Louis
Johnson (Bob’s father), Daniel Johnson, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s relative), Susie Klemm (Bruno family), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family, Mary Jane Krenkel (Terry Miccio’s aunt), Kenneth Lane,
Martha Langjahr, Pastor Pat Large, Carol Larson (Bob Rickmeyer’s sister), Lois Lengenfelder, Charles &
Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s uncle & father), Rolando Larrondo (Jennifer Stoddart’s relative) Angel,
Christopher & Marie Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend), Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in
Vicar Adam Reinhardt law), Kim Maca (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Joe Marino (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Vanessa Masih (Lisa
Preparing for Ordination
Cacchioli’s student’s
sister), John Mark, Matt Massucci & his family (Vollono family friend), Diane
Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Jennifer McBee (Anne Rickmeyer’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Pastor Fred
McElderry, Dorothy McGowan, Patti McSkane (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Teddy Moore
(Miccio family friend), Maryellen Moyse, Nancy Michaelis (Dawn Zacchino’s mother), Karen Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Richard Murphy, Christopher Nickels, Ann Ocker, Jennifer Olsen, Meghan Ortega (Lisa Olsen’s niece), Eric Page (Karen Faucera’s
friend), Joe Pecora, Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Jessica Phillip (GSL School Mom), Kathleen Power (our landscaper’s
wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Wenger’s father in law), Gregory Rajan (GSL Little Lamb), Teresa Ratkowski, Natalie Roberts (Naomi
Hulver’s friend), Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), Stephanie Rogers (Ferrara family friend), Mackenzie Ruff, Barbara Russo
(Susan Ferraro’s friend), Elena Savage (Jeff & Susan Wakefield’s granddaughter), Glenn Schabel, Francisco Rivera Serrano (Mason
family friend), Bill Schulz (JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona’s son), Craig Schumacker (Elaine Mark’s relative), Danna Sgambati, Lisa Shaffer
(Kathy Prinz’s friend), Sean & his family, Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Barbara Silber (Marge Wenger’s sister in law), Jennifer
Sorenson (Cathy Vollono’s friend), Judy Stal (Christine Adolphus’s daughter), Frank Staiano (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Ken Steffens,
Ed Strauhs, Carter Suozzi, (Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s grandson), Baby Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Debbie Tassi (Denise
Donitz’s sister), Paul Thompson (Lisa Olsen’s relative) the Thomas Family, Sheryl Tubiolo (Karen Faucera’s friend), Nancy Tucker,
Barbara Tung (Karen Faucera’s friend), Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Lisa Van Tress (Donna Hickey’s fiend), Ken & Kevin Vorstadt,
Jeff Wakefield, Karen Weber (Maisch relative), Clifton Weed (Fiedler family friend), John WengerMarilyn Weyant (Maisch family
friend), Sonja Wuerffel, Brother George Zenle (Wenger family friend), Julia, Pat & Josie and Jennifer & Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping
Hands).

THOSE WHO GRIEVE:

the family & friends of Leah Kuczynski; Katrina Lindenfeld’s
father, Anthony Stanisci; JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona’s friend Gene Mundie; Salvatore Guagliardo, Jr.,
and his father, Salvatore.

THOSE IN SERVICE:
CPT Hector Ruben Alejandro, USMC, (Lori Mason’s friend), Matthew Beers (Army) at Ft. Lennard
Wood, MO, Keith & Kyle Calderone (Army), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori Mason’s cousin), CPTs Brian &
Daniel McGrath (Grappone family friend), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Robert Saueracker,
Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell (Patty Larson’s family friend).

UPDATE FOR MARCH 2018
WITH COUNSELING SITES LOCATED IN:
NASSAU SUFFOLK MANHATTAN QUEENS WESTCHESTER
Prepared especially for LCC Association Congregations & Schools

“I Believe You”
By The Rev. Thomas S. Taylor, STM, LCSWR, PhD, LCC Psychotherapist

No part of our society is immune from the sober realization that our leaders are being exposed as a
source of the abuse of power over those under their care, control, and influence. Virtually every level of
our shared public lives has been stunned by the almost daily revelations of various forms of abuse and
mistrust of public figures from politics, entertainment, education, healthcare, sports, and religion. We
corporately and individually share pain, disappointment, and a sense of betrayal of trust upon hearing of
yet another case of abuse.
These stories are not just “out there”, but they are also “in here”. By that I mean, in our roles as
congregational members and leaders, we are entrusted by others who share their stories of pain. These
courageous voices are nurtured by our sacramental ministry but also yearn for our ministry of counsel,
sympathy, support, guidance, and healing.
In fact, as I listen to these stories – when shared to me in person
or shared nationally – I hear something shifting. Voices that have
been silenced or ignored or belittled are speaking up and being
heard. These voices and stories, with their variety and diversity, expand our range of viewpoints so we stand on new terrain. Sometimes
I am so shaken I mumble to myself, “Jeeze, I didn’t really know how
bad it was.” These stories reach beyond the abuses of our public
leaders in our work environments to our homes. For example, the
Mayor’s office reports an average of 230 calls a day to the New York
City Domestic Violence Hotline and an average of 250 calls a day to the NYPD reporting intimate partner
abuse.
Years ago I listened to a woman describe her story of being abused by a trusted leader in the
community. After she finished I paused to take it all in and then said, “I believe you.” The look of surprise
and relief on her face at being heard, at being believed, was striking and unforgettable.
“I believe you” gave her new life as the secret was shared.
Times like these tempt us to feel cynical. Yet, when we see a survivor of abuse find a new life of
safety and healing, our cynicism turns to hope as we witness that person move from death to life. We as a
community of faith can be a sanctuary for similar voices and stories that need to be heard and believed.
We believe you.

The Rev. Thomas S. Taylor, STM, LCSW-R, PhD, is counselor-in-residence at Advent Lutheran Church in New York, NY, and at LCC’s
Bronxville site, helping individuals, couples and families with a variety of mental health issues. He is a Certified Psychoanalyst, a
Licensed Clinical Social Worker with an ‘R’ status and a Prepare/Enrich certified trainer.
Call the Lutheran Counseling Center at 516-741-0994 or 1-800-317-1173 or e-mail us at Center@lccny.org for more information or to set an appointment. LCC has eight counseling sites in and around metropolitan New York. Visit our website at
www.lccny.org.

