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CELEBRATING 65 YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE
Dear Easter People of Good Shepherd,

Now the green
blade ris-es from
the bur-ied grain,
Wheat that in
dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives a-gain,
that with the
dead has been;
Love is come again like wheat a
-rising green. ..*

“Beware of The Ides of March” the ominous warning issued by a soothsayer in Shakespeare’s tragedy Julius Caesar always made me wary of March 15th. This year on that day I
received a call that I had been dreading and praying for at the same time. The call was to
inform me that our sister Emily Trapp had died. But the fleeting sadness that I felt when I
initially heard the news gave way quickly to Easter joy for our sister who was a shining example
of faithful living in Christ! In many ways, I know that Emily had been waiting for this day to
come. She wanted to be with Jesus and with her beloved Henry.
Many are under the misconception that we live in an in-between time, a time between life
and death. Try as we might to avoid the reality of death, it will not remain hidden; and we can
not insulate ourselves or our loved ones from its calling. Denying death is as dangerous and
foolish as denying life. A focus on “in-between time” living compels us to struggle and search
for meaning in the here and now. We strive to make an indelible mark, one that will stand the
test of time and perhaps live on and even defy death itself. In-between time living declares
that death is what motivates us to live with a sense of purpose. . . and so off we go in search of
purpose and the rock to engrave our mark on. In this construct Death is the all-powerful determinant and grand motivator. What a place of darkness!
Our Christian faith confronts such beliefs with the questions - What if death held no
power over us, how then would our days be ordered? What would we live for? How would
that living be different from how we are living now? Sometimes our Lenten journey can in
many ways feel and sound like a death march- and indeed it is- up until the Friday that we call
Good. But none of that death march, none of our faith, none of our living makes any sense
without Easter. In fact, Saint Paul rightly asserts that without the Easter Reality, we Christians
are the greatest of fools and ought to be pitied most. -But, Easter Is Reality and We Are Easter
People. This is why we can journey to Jerusalem and look up at our Lord on the cross without being scared to death. This is how we can journey with friends as they grieve and mourn
and lament the untimely or timely death of loved ones- and yes this is how we can even take
our own mortality seriously. For us who believe, there is nothing more serious or powerful
than the Resurrection of our Lord. It is not death that drives us to seek meaningful existence
during the in-between time- but it is the promise of eternal life that relieves us and enables us
to live lives brimming with thanksgiving! This is the kind of life that our sister Emily lived and
still lives! We are not in denial of death, but we know that death has lost its sting and is no
match for Easter joy!
This is what the early Christians came to celebrate and to give thanks to God for week
after week. This is what the faithful people of Good Shepherd have been gathering to give
thanks for and to celebrate for over sixty-five years. This is why we can celebrate Easter even
on unlikely days such as the ides of March!
When our hearts are win-try, grieving, or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life a-gain,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
Love is come a-gain like wheat a-rising green.
(*Now the Green Blade Rises, John M. C. Crum 1872-1958- LBW 148 v 1&4)
In Everlasting Love,
The Rev. Eric O. Olsen, Pastor

They used to say March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb. I haven’t
heard any “Baa, baas” yet, as nor’easter number four is beginning to roar through,
ignoring yesterday was the first day of spring.
This week began with the celebration of Emily Trapp’s life. I mourn her passing and
I also regret so many current members at Good Shepherd did not know her. I regret
much of what I know about Emily I learned much later in her life, even though I met
her in 67-68 and all the while thought I knew her. Emily turned 95 on March 8. All of
her grit, strength, and accomplishments you did not hear from her. She was more interested in others than in
self. She was a member of the “greatest generation” having left home in West Virginia to become a navy
nurse in WWII. In the navy she met her husband, Henry, who was in the submarine service and wound up
living on every submarine base on the east coast before settling in Plainview. She was a woman ahead of her
time.
I have always been interested in peoples’ stories, but recently have found myself rushing too much
through life to stop and ask, and asking is the only way you’ll hear from many of our people. What one sees is
often not all there is, just like with Emily.
Following is an update of what’s happening at Good Shepherd:
Carpeting: We are excited the new carpeting has been installed. There was some concern the first Sunday
after it was installed as mud and coffee hour debris went on the carpet. While lighter than our last carpet, it
has been pretreated against stains and dirt. Thanks to Kevin Ocker and Phil Lorch for their work on this.
The Directory is in and was handed out at the liturgies on 3/18. They will be distributed again after Easter.
They are free to those who had a Lifetouch picture taken, otherwise a $10 donation is suggested to cover
printing costs. Thanks to Lori DeFilippis for her hard work on this.
Stewardship Figures: As of 3/26, 85 units have pledged for a total of $214,520 and five Vanco givers who
haven’t pledged (but are giving) estimated at $8,700 more for a total of $223,220. This compares with 3/21
last year of 89 pledges and $225,136. If you have not yet pledged, please consider it.
Pray Safe: Izzy Garcia and Jim Mason reported to Council on the FBI seminar they attended in late January.
Izzy, who is a retired NYC detective, will arrange for the Nassau County Police Department to survey our campus and make suggestions. Jim and Izzy, together with council, are determining safety and health emergency
individuals already within our church community. A committee is being formed to develop emergency safety
plans.
Investment Committee: Patty Larson has been appointed to take the place of Roy Steinhilber on this committee. Roy needed to resign due to new restrictions related to his job. Thanks to Roy for his work on our
behalf and to Patty for accepting this this position.
Lenten Soup and Bread Suppers: Our second one is currently being snowed out with one remaining on
March 28. Please come to this supper as we share time with the people of St. Margaret’s and our fellow parishioners. Council has designated the Soup Supper offerings to go to St. Baldrick’s Team Good Shepherd
whose donations have already exceeded $6,000. You will have an opportunity to donate to this ministry if
you haven’t already done so, or yet again. It will be followed by a service of anointing and healing.

The Cross is a very visible symbol of our faith. We
wear the cross around our necks, have them in our homes,
and see them depicted in art. We see the Cross front and
center in our church, and it plays a significant role in our
liturgy. We process each Sunday with the Cross, and revere
the cross by turning our gaze and attention towards it. We
make the sign of the cross on our chests to acknowledge the
blessings that God bestows on us. In our baptism, the sign of
the cross is made on our forehead as a blessing, and we sing
about the wonders of the Cross.
In “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” we sing:
Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see
the very dying form of one who suffered there for me.
And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:
the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness.
The Cross is all around us and is central to our faith as Lutherans. But what does it mean and why do we
place an emphasis on this symbol? Martin Luther was very certain in what the cross meant to him and called it
theologia crucis, or Theology of the Cross. Luther felt there was much about God that we didn’t know and was hidden from us. God must be sought where He has revealed Himself. The Theology of the Cross points us to where
we see the light of God’s own revelation of himself in the incarnation of Jesus Christ hanging on the cross.
We cannot recognize God in his glory and majesty, unless first we recognize him in the humility and
shame of the cross. We see this shame and humility in the darkness of Good Friday when Jesus is crucified and
dies on the cross. The humility of Jesus Christ transforms us in the light of Easter morning when we find the tomb
empty.
In the Good Friday account in the Gospel of Luke Jesus is mocked, spat on, and humiliated before he dies.
One of the criminals hanging with Jesus was deriding him saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” The other criminal hanging on the cross next to Jesus rebuked the other and said they were receiving the
punishment they deserved. Then the criminal made a confession and plea asking “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” Jesus’ response to the thief revealed who God is. “Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.”
In this Easter story, we receive God’s gift of promise of unconditional love and grace no matter who much
we have sinned. In Romans 3:23-25 “since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed.”
Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our lives are transformed. We see light in the darkest
times of our life when we experience death of a loved one or pain through the loss of health,
relationships, or
job. God brings us hope from despair, joy from sorrow, and life from death!
The risen Christ, who walks on wounded feet from garden tomb through darkened city street,
unlocks
the door of grief, despair, and fear, and speaks a word of peace to all who hear.”
Christ is risen! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
- Submitted by Deacon Eric Faret

“Although the age of martyrdom ended in the 4 th century, there have always been
Christians who have died because of their fidelity to their Christian belief and vocation.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran minister who was placed in a concentration camp by
the Nazis and died there shortly before the camp’s liberation in 1945. Documents that he
wrote in captivity, had smuggled out, and were later published as Letters and Papers from
Prison form a moving collection of thoughts about what it means to be a Christian and live
in a world with so much evil.”1
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Feb. 4, 1906 – April 9, 1945), besides being a German pastor,
was also a theologian, and anti-Nazi. Dietrich was one of eight children born into the family
of Karl Bonhoeffer, a psychiatrist and neurologist, and mother Paula Bonhoeffer, a teacher.
Dietrich was extremely bright, going on to complete his Doctor of Theology degree from
Berlin University in 1927 before he was 25. He came to America in 1930 to do postgraduate
study and held a teaching fellowship at the New York City’s Union Theological Seminary. He
was very much moved by the teaching of Clayton Powell, Sr. who taught the Gospel of
Social Justice. Thus Dietrich became sensitive to social injustices of minorities.
After returning to Germany in 1931 Dietrich became a lecturer at the University of
Berlin. Upon the rise of power of the Nazi party. Bonhoeffer became an opponent. In April of 1933 Bonhoeffer was one of
the first to protest Hitler’s persecution of the Jews. He was so disheartened by the rise to power of the Nazis, Dietrich, in
1933 accepted an appointment as a pastor of two German-speaking churches in London. Upon returning to Germany In
1935 he helped establish the Confessing Church, which became a major force of Christian opposition to the Nazi government. He insisted that Christ, and not Hitler, was the head of the church.
Part of the Confessing Church was an underground seminary. He spent two years secretly traveling from one
German village to another supervising his followers who were working illegally in small parishes. In 1937 the Gestapo
closed his seminary at Finkenwalde and within a few months 27 pastors and former students were arrested. It was also
around this time that Bonhoeffer published his best known book, THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP, which was a study of the
Sermon on the Mount.
On an invitation from the Union Theological Seminary in New York Bonhoeffer came to New York in 1939. He was
encouraged to stay, but within two weeks he felt that he had made a mistake and returned to his people in Germany. In
1941 he joined the Abwehr (a German military intelligence organization) which was also the center of anti-Nazi sentiment.
He was presented as one, due to his wide ecumenical contacts, that could be of use to Germany. This protected him from
conscription to active service. He traveled to Norway, Switzerland, and Sweden under this title claiming legitimate
intelligence activities for the Abwehr. Unbeknownst to the Nazis he contacted British intelligence, but nothing came of
this due to Britain’s policy of ignoring all approaches from the German resistance at that time.
Bonhoeffer knew of various plots to get rid of Hitler and was arrested on April 5, 1943 because of it. For a year and a
half he was imprisoned while awaiting trial at Tegel, a military prison in Berlin. While there he did religious outreach
among his fellow prisoners and guards. One sympathetic guard smuggled his uncensored letters out of the prison, and
these were later published in “Letters and Papers from Prison”. A guard named Corporal Knobloch also offered to help
Bonhoeffer escape. Dietrich refused, fearing for his family.
After the July 20, 1944 plot on Hitler’s life, Bonhoeffer’s connection with the conspirators was discovered. He was
transferred to the security head office of the Gestapo’s high-security prison. In February 1945 he was then moved to
Buchenwald concentration camp and finally to Flossenburg concentration camp. A month before the war ended Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was hung. His last words were: “This is the end – for me the beginning of life.”.
On the anniversary of his death (April 9th) Dietrich Bonhoeffer is commemorated as a theologian and martyr by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, the United Methodist Church and the Episcopal Church of America.
1.

Cook, “The Lives of Great Christians” 90

- Submitted by James B. Blewett

Altar Care
Diane Maisch
Terry Miccio
Victoria Shenko
DATE

SERVICE

April 1
Easter Sunday

April 8
Second Sunday of
Easter

April 29
Fifth Sunday of
Easter

USHERS

Marge Wenger
John Schwaninger

Paul Wenger

John Bird

10:15 a.m.

Terry Miccio
Bonnie McGowan

Cathy Vollono

Kathy Aldrich
Karen Faucera
Dean & Annmarie Brown

8:00 a.m.

Bonnie McGowan

10:15 a.m.

John Schwaninger
Sue Carentz

8:00 a.m.

April 22
Fourth Sunday of
Easter

LECTOR

6:00 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

April 15
Third Sunday of
Easter

ASSISTING
MINISTERS

Kathy Ocker
Alexa Morales

6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Taize
Dell-Ann Benson

10:15 a.m.

John Schwaninger
Liam Broggy

6:00 p.m.

Lori DeFilippis
Rose Minnick

8:00 a.m.

Tom Benson

10:15 a.m.

Sue Carentz
Kristin Walsh

6:00 p.m.

Lisa Cacchioli
Marge Wenger

N/A

John Bird
Richard Benson

The Tollefsen Family

Lori DeFilippis
Kurt Langjahr
Lisa Cacchioli
Ronn Hall

10:15 a.m.

ETHEL’S
COFFEE HOUR

Please Consider
Hosting

John Bird
Alex Carrion

The Saueracker Family
Patty Larson

Please Consider
Hosting

John Bird
Anne Rickmeyer

Richard & Ellen Benson
George & Inara Hirn

Evangelism

John Bird
Lori Mason

Karl & Carol Burfeindt
Ron Maisch
John Schwaninger

Council

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS TO
Ken & Ann Steffens 55 years on 3/2
Avi & Christine Levinson ~ 9 years on 4/3
Dorothy & Joseph Rooney ~ 64 years on 4/17
Carol & Joe Berardino, Karl & Carol Burfeindt, and Helen & Carl Gscheidle ~
all celebrating 64 years on 4/25

A “SOUPER” TEAM!
The Evangelism committee has once again risen in full
force at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Our committee
is making plans to reach out and introduce others to our
church family. New guest books are by each set of doors in
the narthex. We will be able to contact our visitors and
invite them to join us in worship.
We have also begun a new program for those in our
Congregation who are sick, home bound and in need of a
little comfort. Under the direction of Chef Dean Brown
the Souper Shepherd Team will be making soup to
distribute to our Brothers and Sisters. If you or someone
you know is interested in receiving soup please contact
Maureen at the Church office at 516-349-1966 or
church@ourshepherdlives.org.

BE A PART
OF OUR
FAITH COMMUNITY GARDEN
With Spring around the corner Kevin Ocker and Ann
Rickmeyer have collaborated about how we can
maximize the use of our fertile ground now known
as the “Good Shepherd Faith Community Garden”
located on the south side of the Parsonage. This year
the garden will be prepared for planting and we encourage interested members to sign up for an assigned “Plot” for their own use during the growing
season. The entire garden is irrigated and we suggest
using mulch to keep the weeds down. Of course
maintenance is required. If you are interested,
please see the sign -up
sheet in the Narthex or
contact Kevin or Ann. The
garden should be ready
for planting by Mid-May.
Let’s get Planting!

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH & SCHOOL
99 Central Park Road, Plainview, NY 11803
Phone: 516-349-1966
E-mail: church@ourshepherdlives.org
Teresa.Ratkowski@gsplainview.org
Vanessa.Bigam@gsplainview.org
Websites: ourshepherdlives.org
gsplainview.org
Facebook: Good Shepherd Plainview
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School
Ministers: The Members of Good Shepherd
Reverend Eric O. Olsen, Pastor
Reverend Bob Kasting, Assistant Pastor,
Youth & Family
Deacon Eric Faret, Seminarian Field Worker
Maureen Cooke, Church Secretary/Newsletter Editor
Teresa Ratkowski, School Director and Organist
Vanessa Bigam, School Secretary
Stephanie Tauz, Newsletter School Pages Designer
Ed Indellicati, Accountant/Bookkeeper
Erik Hansen, Sexton

St Baldrick’s Song for Team Good Shepherd
By Lois Fassino
"When you are here, come be with me
Don't shy away from what you see.
The big bad thing that took my hair
Can never take God's love and care!
We are Team Good Shepherd
here to share our love.
Bald is bold and beautiful,
it reflects God's light above!
We are Team Good Shepherd
here to share our love.
Bald is bold and beautiful,
it reflects God's light above!"
Dedicated to my amazing
sister-in-law Sonja Wuerffel
As of 3/26/18 Team Good Shepherd (Lois Fassino,
Bobby Jin, Takumi Konjiki, and Luke, Lars & Pastor
Olsen) has raised $6,220! Thank you for your
support!

The PTA Council honored Pastor Olsen with their 2018 Founders’
Day Award at Crest Hollow Country Club on March 14. Thank you to
everyone who attended to cheer him on!

God Bless
Charlie Skye Staiano,
baptized on
Palm Sunday.

God Bless
Logan John Bellew,
baptized on Easter.

On Palm Sunday Alyssa
Zacchino,
Samantha Stoddart,
Kyler Biesma,
Bobby Jin,
Gianna Caporuscio,
Gianna Lindenfeld,
Olivia Mulada,
Ethan Mulada,
received their First Holy
Communion
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Our annual Palm Sunday Family Event was a huge success with almost all the Sunday school
children in attendance. We learned about Jesus coming into Jerusalem on a colt and about Jesus’s
death and coming resurrection. We also had fun coloring Easter eggs, making a palm out of tissue
paper, exclaiming “Hosanna,” making pretzels, and learning how to make a cross out of a real palm
leaf. It was so nice to be together as a Sunday school family!

Albert Adolphus ~ 4/11
Anna Adolphus ~ 4/17

Yukiya Ajima ~ 4/25
Jessica Balos ~ 4/8
Kathryn Banzer ~ 4/3
Marilyn Benner ~ 4/25
Joseph Berardino ~ 4/15
Heather Bouchard ~ 4/3
Laura Brooks ~ 4/17
Irma Carlson ~ 4/27
Massimo Cataldo ~ 4/7

Ava Cherian ~ 4/18
Gregory Cogliano ~ 4/26
Christa Contos ~ 4/13
Austen DeVerna ~ 4/4
Cynthia Dolan ~ 4/11
Austen Flink ~ 4/17
Corinne Haney ~ 4/14
Christopher Hansen ~ 4/17
Andrew Haupt ~ 4/7
Evangeline Jenssen ~ 4/24
Hildy Johnson ~ 4/25
Tyler Kim ~ 4/29
David Knapp ~ 4/22
Margaret Lang ~ 4/16

Danika McBride ~ 4/23
Sydney Mecabe-Alexander ~ 4/7
Helga Mitze ~ 4/25
Jessica Olanick ~ 4/14
Joseph Pecora ~ 4/4
Anne Rickmeyer ~ 4/30
Alexandra Rizzo ~ 4/22
Misaki Sawada ~ 4/1
Jaylia Sidana ~ 4/13
Ryan Siederman ~ 4/2
Michael Steinert ~ 4/24

Samantha Stoddart ~ 4/9
Joseph Taormina ~ 4/16
Isabel Terry ~ 4/7
Olivia Terry ~ 4/7
Susan Thomas ~ 4/1
Michael Trejos-Donohue ~ 4/17
Thomas Trejos-Donohue ~ 4/17
Mason Triolo ~ 4/14
Emmett Vargas ~ 4/16

Kimberly Vargas ~ 4/18
Melina Wilbur ~ 4/20
Kazuma Yamamoto ~ 4/7
Alyssa Zacchino ~ 4/10

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

Gloria Albreicht (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Allison &
Dave (Karin Kienle’s friends), Barbara Altman (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Helen Anderson, W. Richard
Anderson, Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend), Chris Balos, Barbara Bajore, Alex & Derek Bartkow,
Marilyn & Paul Benner, Joe & Carol Berardino, Joe R. Berardino, Martha & Tom Berardino, Grace Berry,
John Binsfeld (Benner family friend), Miriam & Paula Bistany (Grappone family friend), John Bliesernick
(Vorstadt family friend), Laura Brandt (Thomas family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s relative),
Arthur Brown (Dean’s father), Glen Cacchioli, Connie Campbell (Patty Larson’s sister in law), Brad Carbone & family (R. Benson family friend), Lynn Carlson, Jennifer Carrieri, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s
friend), Christina (Margareta Garcia’s relative), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Amanda Conca
(Grappone family friend), Gisela Conforti, Maya Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), Frank
Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), David Cronin, Chris Cucci, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL teacher Diane
Kideris’s father), Claudia DeMauro, Sue Devine, John, Amanda & Baby Ivan Dexter, Georgeann Diblasi
(Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Romia Dimor (Wenger family friend), Steven Dux (Irma
Carlson’s nephew), Dilliana Edwards, Becky Ernst (Paul Wenger’s cousin), Judy Esposito (Karen Faucera’s friend), Richard Faithfull
(Grappone family friends), Eric Faret, Krysta Minnick Fazio, Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Pat Fiedler, Danny Fink, Charlene
Fiore (Olsen family friend), Marcelle Figlo, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister), Natalia Garrick (Cronin family friend), Jackie
Gentner, Ray Gorka, Katelyn Gregorie (Grappone family friend), Carl & Helen Gscheidle, Jane Guido (Cathie Olsen’s friend),
Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Diane Helmers, Allen Hendricks (Maureen Cooke’s cousin), Joe Hutchinson (Sue Carentz’s student), Tobi Indellicati & her father, Leon, Michelle Jackowdik
(Annmarie Brown’s relative), Jessica, Jimi (Chrissi Canino’s relative), Bill Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Louis Johnson (Bob’s father),
Daniel Johnson, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s relative), Susie Klemm (Bruno family), Evelyn & Niko
Kontonis & their family, Kimberly Krawentek (Sue Carentz’s cousin), Mary Jane Krenkel (Terry
Miccio’s aunt), Kenneth Lane, Lynn Langjahr, Martha Langjahr, Pastor Pat Large, Carol Larson
(Bob Rickmeyer’s sister), Lois Lengenfelder, Charles & Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s uncle &
father), Rolando Larrondo (Jennifer Stoddart’s relative) Angel, Christopher & Marie Lorch, Ron
Lupi (Meyer family friend), Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), Joe Marino (Annmarie
Brown’s relative), Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), John Mark, Matt Massucci &
his family (Vollono family friend), Diane Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Jennifer McBee (Anne
Rickmeyer’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Pastor Fred McElderry, Dorothy
McGowan, Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Teddy Moore (Miccio family friend),
Maryellen Moyse, Nancy Michaelis (Dawn Zacchino’s mother), Karen Murphy (Donna Hickey’s
We are saddened to announce that our
sister Emily Trapp joined the Saints’
friend), Richard Murphy, Christopher Nickels, Ann Ocker, Jennifer Olsen, Meghan Ortega (Lisa
Triumphant on March 15, 2018
Olsen’s niece), Joe Pecora, Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Jessica Phillip (GSL School
Mom), Kathleen Power (our landscaper’s wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Wenger’s father in law), Gregory Rajan (GSL Little Lamb),
Teresa Ratkowski, Natalie Roberts (Naomi Hulver’s friend), Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), Stephanie Rogers (Ferrara family
friend), Craig Ruhs (Rodney Schabel request), Mackenzie Ruff, Barbara Russo (Susan Ferraro’s friend), Elena Savage (Jeff & Susan
Wakefield’s granddaughter), Glenn Schabel, Francisco Rivera Serrano (Mason family friend), Bill Schulz
(JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona’s son), Craig Schumacker (Elaine Mark’s relative), Danna Sgambati, Sean & his
family, Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Barbara Silber (Sarah Wenger Silber’s mother in law), Eric
Silva & family (Karen Faucera’s friends), Jennifer Sorenson (Cathy Vollono’s friend), Judy Stal (Christine
Adolphus’s daughter), Frank Staiano (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Ken Steffens, Ed Strauhs, Carter Suozzi,
Vicar Adam Reinhardt
(Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s grandson), Baby Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Debbie Tassi
(Denise Donitz’s sister), Paul Thompson (Lisa Olsen’s relative) the Thomas Family, Nancy Tucker, Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Lisa
Van Tress (Donna Hickey’s fiend), Ken & Kevin Vorstadt, Jeff Wakefield, Karen Weber (Maisch relative), Clifton Weed (Fiedler
family friend), John Wenger (Paul’s brother), Marilyn Weyant (Maisch family friend), Sonja Wuerffel, Brother George
Zenle (Wenger family friend), Julia, Pat & Josie and Jennifer & Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands).

THOSE WHO GRIEVE: the family & friends of Salvatore Guagliardo, Jr. and his father, Salvatore; Leah
Kuczynski; JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona’s friend Gene Mundie; Helene Raille, Emily Trapp; and Katrina Lindenfeld’s
father, Anthony Stanisci

THOSE IN SERVICE:
CPT Hector Ruben Alejandro, USMC, (Lori Mason’s friend), Matthew Beers (Army), Keith & Kyle Calderone
(Army), Timothy J. Carentz (Airforce), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori Mason’s cousin), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain
Robert Saueracker, Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell (Patty Larson’s family friend).

Our Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting will immediately follow 10:15 a.m.
worship on Sunday, May 20th. Please mark your calendars and plan to be
there. This is your chance to speak up and be heard.

THE PLAINVIEW-OLDBETHPAGE JFK HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA
CADETS will be performing The Hunchback of Notre Dame
starring our own Kevin Lynch as Quasimodo and featuring
Judy Cooke in ensemble at POB Middle School (next door)
on Thursday, April 19 at 4:30 p.m. and at 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, April 20 and Saturday, April 21. Tickets are $12 in
advance and $15 at the door. Senior Citizens ages 62 and
older will be admitted for free on Thursday, April 19 only.
Please call Maureen in the church office for more
information.

UPDATE FOR APRIL 2018
WITH COUNSELING SITES LOCATED IN:
NASSAU SUFFOLK MANHATTAN QUEENS WESTCHESTER
Prepared especially for LCC Association Congregations & Schools

INFIDELITY: ANCIENT AND CURRENT
By Rev. Alan F. Steinke, LCSW-R, LCC Pastoral Therapist

Infidelity is rampant. The most recent studies indicate that 44 to 52 percent of men, and 25 to 30
percent of women have affairs. But infidelity is nothing new. In II Samuel, chapter 11, we read of King
David and his lust for Bathsheba which became a very famous, vicious and heinous infidelity. It is worth a
reading as an adjunct to these paragraphs.
We know that adultery has shadowed marriage from the beginning, and
so too has the taboo against it. Infidelity is the only sin that gets two commandments in the Bible—one for committing it (the 6th) and one for thinking about it
(the 10th).
Infidelity has a ripple effect that emanates from the marital (or primary)
dyad, and troubles the waters of security, peace of mind, and self-esteem of all
family members. Children are the first casualties. Young children may not know
the meaning of the word “infidelity” but they will know its effects by the way mommy and daddy treat one
another, or the way either one leaves the house and never returns to tuck them in at night.
Older more knowledgeable children will lose respect and trust for a primary role model. They will
be tossed into a rolling sea of ambiguity that will muddy all their personal attempts at intimate relationships. The couples’ parents, siblings and friends will have a lesser disorientation determined by their prior
relationship with the couple. Of course, the betrayed and the betrayer have the most profound reactions
once the splattered mist of infidelity has been lifted and revealed. One betrayed young man said to me recently, “It was a partial amputation of my soul. I had to live with it or die. I live very well by most measures,
but I’ll always miss that part of my soul that never stops bleeding.” Infidelity and its implications are global
and complex, but its signature is always pain.
The digital age has presented new questions related to infidelity. Is
viewing online porn an infidelity? What about flirting with a coworker by texting? Or visiting Tinder or other such web sites? Some say yes, some say no.
What say you?
At Lutheran Counseling Center, we can provide spiritual counseling and
pastoral psychotherapy to the betrayed, the betrayers, the children, and
anyone disturbed by an infidelity. We remember that after King David’s
transgression, his and Bathsheba’s first baby died. We also remember that the
Lord could have dethroned him. But He did not. Instead David remained king
and a progenitor of the King of Kings, Jesus Christ—his Lord and ours.
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www.lccny.org.

