
 

 

 

Remember 

those who led 

you, who spoke 

the word of 

God to you; 

and considering 

the result of 

their conduct, 

imitate their 

faith.”  
 

(Hebrews 13:7) 

J U N E  2 0 1 8  
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

Memorial Day is the unofficial beginning of summer and a time of sensational retail sales!  It is 
a day of local parades, baseball games, beach and park outings, and barbecues!  While all of 
these activities are fine, Memorial Day is something more.  It is a sacred day of remembering 
and honoring sacrifice.  This year a couple of dozen members and friends of Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church and School and one clown gathered in front of the Plainview Public Library 
and marched to the park on Washington Avenue.  Before the march we distributed nearly a 
hundred helium balloons with our Good Shepherd logo on them to the many children in 
attendance.  Once at the park I, on behalf of Good Shepherd, participated in a community    
interfaith Memorial Day ceremony by delivering the benediction.  Sadly, the large parade 
crowd, several thousand strong, was reduced to less than a hundred by the time the ceremony 
ended.  Below are the words that I shared to conclude the ceremony.  I encourage you to share 
these remarks with your friends and neighbors regardless of their faith tradition as a way to 
help honor the sacrifice of others on our behalf: 
 

Dear Fellow Residents of Plainview and Old Bethpage.   
 

 I commend you for remaining here in this park for this solemn ceremony of remembrance, 
while many of your friends and neighbors rushed off after the march to sales and barbeques.  It 
is written in Holy Scripture, “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; 
and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”  (Hebrews 13:7). 
 The Bible is filled with verses calling us to remember God's deeds of loving kindness to God's 
people lest we forget and forsake God and the grace that has brought us as a people thus far.  
In fact, every good and perfect gift is from above—and if we forget the giver, we take the gift 
for granted. 
 The greatest gift that God gives us is life.  We are to honor this gift from above by using it for 
noble and even divine purposes.  We are to honor it by using it to love God and all of God's cre-
ation including all of the children of God that populate the earth.  Jesus said, “There is no great-
er love than to lay down one's life for one's friends.” 

 Today, friends we gather to honor and remember our brothers and sisters who gave their 
lives for us.  Period!  We stand in awe of their example, honor their sacrifice on our behalf, and 
thank Almighty God for them. 
 We need to remember, not just once a year—but every day—lest we forget who we are and 
forsake the gift of freedom that they have secured through their blood.   
 We also gather today to remember all who are missing in action and all of our returning 
veterans who are still suffering and dying due to the effects of the horrors of war.  War related 
illness and post-traumatic stress disorder continue to take the lives of our brave men and    
women, and we as citizens need to ensure that those who are returning know that they are 
appreciated and that support services are available.    
 We also need to remember that there is nothing glamorous nor glorious about war and  
violence and that every child of God is precious in God's sight.  So remembering also means 
dedicating time and energy and even our lives to overcoming violence so that no mother/father 
husband/wife/ child -has to bury their loved one as a result of war and violence. 
Let us pray- Almighty God- you call us together today to remember your beloved children who 
displayed the greatest love for us by giving their lives for ours.  Let us never forget these ulti-
mate gift givers and let us not forsake the gift of freedom and life.  May we work together for 
peace for the sake of the children who follow us and to glorify you Almighty God the father and 
mother of us all. Amen.  

CELEBRATING 66 YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE 

 



 

 

 Below is the address I gave during our Congregation Meeting on May 20: 
  
 Happy Anniversary Church!! Not our true anniversary of course but certainly the    anniversary 
of the beginnings of the Christian church and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  What we are doing 
today is what we do as church: we preach the gospel, we baptize, we reaffirm our baptism in confir-
mation, we receive Holy Communion, and we meet together to talk about where we have been, what 
we are doing, and our hopes and dreams for the future. 
 The Holy Spirit poured out on that first Pentecost is working among us:  We are growing, we are 
vital, we are relevant. 
 I am just going to give you few highlights since last May: 

 

 35 people have joined our congregation, with another group joining in June.   Seven children have been received through Holy 
Baptism, but Anderson Thomas Chester baptized this morning, is not just a number but a child created in the image of God who 
will one day affirm his baptism as Quinn Broggy, Anthony Canino, Annika Flink, Andrew Eoanidis, and Jonathan Uzzo did today.   

 Last year at this time we had 34 children in Sunday School; this year 56.   
 We have been averaging an attendance of 188 per Sunday, up 6 from last year.  But the numbers do not capture the vitality, 

the variety, and the excitement in worship.  Sunday evening services include the Healing Service, Taize, and Sunday Night Alive.  
The two services on Sunday mornings, the Traditional Service and the Spoken worship change their settings eight or so times a 
year!  We don’t believe in getting stale. 

 Our church is out into our community.  Since May we have added two more Worships to Go, bringing us to a total of four:  
Huntington Hills, (started for Ethel Batchelder), White Oaks (in memory of Helen Baumeister), Sunrise due to visitation of  
members Ruth Mattano and Ruth Drescher, and Center Island because of our visitation of Elaine Nardi.   

 We welcome the work of Deacon Faret who helps with Sunday Worship, visitation, and Worship to Go. The addition of Sue 
Carentz as a diaconal intern also helped us expand our Worship to Go.  Additionally, Sue has also started a women’s Bible 
study, a woman’s book club, and she supervises the visitation of the Eucharistic Ministers.  Several new Eucharistic Ministers 
have been trained, which allows greater visitation to the sick, the homebound or to those in senior care communities.  The 
Evangelism Team has formed the “Soup-er Shepherds.”  Under the direction of Soup-er Chef Dean Brown, 33 quarts of soup 
have been made and are being delivered to those sick or homebound. 

 Our Evangelism Team under the leadership of Lori DeFilippis is also working on a welcome booklet to tell visitors about us.  And 
thanks to Lori we have a new directory! 

 We are relevant through our involvement with issues of Gun Violence and the Opioid Crisis.  We reach out through food and 
clothing drives.  Over 2000 pounds of food has been delivered to local agencies since last May. 

 And we are thankful for our school and its ministry and outreach into the community.  Enrollment is strong.  Last year at 
this time we had 103 registered for the fall, this year 108.  Last year 63 were already enrolled for summer splash, this year 
we have 68.  We are headed to hitting or exceeding last year’s numbers.  Our four-year licensing review was completed on 
Thursday.  An inspector spent the entire day with us looking at paperwork, classrooms, and the overall facility.  We were 
told we were exemplary!!!!  Exemplary!!!!  But those of us who have been over in the school already knew that.  Thank you 
Teresa for setting the tone, and thank you to the teachers who give daily of themselves for God’s beautiful children.  And 
thank you to the school board lead by Loretta Ruff and Tom Benson who in 2014 and before saw the handwriting on the 
wall with universal Pre-K and changed our educational model.  The opening of universal Pre-Ks has led to steadily          
decreased enrollment in that age group……..Thanks to  thinking ahead of the curve we are alive and vital.  

 
 I’ll let Kevin talk about P&G, but several things I am really pleased about is the new church carpeting, the new kitchen 
stove which enhances our soup making and baking of communion bread, the new cement work by the cottages eliminating 
climbing over snow-mountains, and the removal of the broken side walk by the Christmas tree.  The contract has been signed 
for the gym windows, and we are set for an August installation.  Thank you Kevin & Phil! 
 The Holy Spirit continues to work among us.  We are blessed because of you and your faithful attendance.  I am especially 
thankful for our Pastor, his seemingly tireless energy and enthusiasm, his care for us, his parishioners, and for those beyond 
our congregation who are in need of a pastor’s care.  Thank you, Pastor.  You inspire us to reach beyond ourselves. 
 There is tons more I could talk about.  But just one more thing I will say.  I am finishing my second year as president, so 
this is last time I will be speaking to you in this capacity.  Thank you, Council members, for trusting me in this positon.  You are 
a great group to work with.  And to all of us gathered here, may we commit ourselves anew on this modern day Pentecost to 
being Jesus’ hands and feet in our ministry together! 
 Glad to see so many people wearing red, cause you will not see red in the budget we are presenting today! 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Allison Burfeindt, Karl & Carol’s granddaughter, graduates on June 23 from Newfield High 
School in Selden and will major in nursing at Molloy College in Rockville Center. 

 

John & Judy Cooke, Maureen’s twins, graduate on June 24 from POB JFK High School.  John 
will study Finance at Hofstra’s Zarb Business School while Judy will enter a 5-year Masters in 
Secondary Education program at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. 

 

Melody Fassino, Lois’s daughter, received her Master’s Degree in Human Resources Manage-
ment from Stony Brook University in May.  

 

Cantor Kevin Lynch graduates on June 24 from POB JFK High School and will study Political 
Communications at George Washington University in DC.. 

 

Daniel Maisch, Ron & Diane’s grandson, will graduate from West Chicago Community High 
School and will study International Business at Illinois Wesleyan University. 

CONGRATULATIONS, QUINN BROGGY, ANTHONY CANINO, 

ANDREW EAONIDIS, ANNIKA FLINK & JONATHAN UZZO   

CONFIRMED ON PENTECOST, MAY 20, 2018 

Elizabeth Wardwell, Ellen Sangesland’s granddaughter, graduated 
in May with a Master’s Degree from Bryant University and will be 
begin work as an Actuary at Price Waterhouse in September. 

CONGRATULATIONS, ANDERSON THOMAS CHESTER 

BAPTIZED ON PENTECOST, MAY 20, 2018 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The 2017-18 
Sunday School 
year came to a 
close on  Pen-
tecost Sunday, 
May 20.  We 
celebrated an 

awesome year in 
the gym with the 
entire Sunday School Family.  Pastor Eric visited the children and said a 
prayer.  If you would like to join us next year to learn about the Lord, 
please come!  All are welcome.   

Save the date for Rally Day—September 16, 2018. 



 

 



 

 

Gregory Balos - 6/18 
Matthew Beers - 6/16 
Etienne Bouchard - 6/29 
Teagan Bristol - 6/25 
Annmarie Brown - 6/29 
Elizabeth Cammarata - 6/30 
Lynn Carlson - 6/9 
Amanda Cerisano - 6/19 
Fiona Clark - 6/24 
Daniel Collins - 6/8 
Stephen Contos - 6/15 
Patricia Fiedler - 6/6 
Gabriella Fonzo - 6/17 
Marcella Fonzo - 6/17 
Matthew Fox - 6/5 
Bonnie Gai - 6/30 
Aaron Hwang - 6/18 
AJ Jin - 6/24 
Rohan Kalra - 6/12 
Meriel Kang - 6/23 
Sana Kawaura - 6/11 
Ryan Lau - 6/4 
Cassandra Lomnicki - 6/25 
Maximillian Ludewig - 6/21 
Grant Maffei - 6/8 
Oliver Mendez - 6/17 
Emily Miccio - 6/21 
Melissa Milhim - 6/26 

Logan Moran - 6/20 
Vickie Muller - 6/10 
Christopher Murphy - 6/20 
Luca Pecora - 6/14 
Christian Reda - 6/20 
Stella Russo - 6/13 
Florence Ruth - 6/3 
George Saueracker - 6/20 
Jack Saueracker - 6/30 
Ann Steffens - 6/2 
Roy Steinhilber - 6/2 
Samantha Strack - 6/25 
Lino Suzuki - 6/3 
Brittany Thomas - 6/24 
Christopher Vargas - 6/10 
Paul Wenger - 6/7 
Kaitlyn Whitenack - 6/12 
Hugh Whitenack, Jr. - 6/11 
William Wiegert - 6/26 



 

 

 “It has been said that the songs of African slaves in the United States, often referred to as spirituals, 
provided a way for slaves to survive under intolerable conditions while proclaiming the blatant contradiction 
between a liberator God and their masters. Beginning with the songs and 
the courage of those who would “steal away to Jesus” to sing them, we 
will then turn to the most famous African-American Christian leader, the 
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. His belief that American ideals, if lived 
out, are consonant with Christian values was guided by his prophetic    
vision of just how imperfectly Americans lived out the values they       
professed. Although King borrowed mightily from the example of Gandhi, 
he incorporated what he learned into his vision of the Promised Land, the 
peaceable kingdom.”1

 

 Martin Luther King was born in Atlanta on January 15, 1929, as 
Michael King Jr. after his father who was a local pastor. As a child Michael 
was often called “little Mike.” Things changed, though, when Michael was 
five. His father had been on a trip to Germany for a week-long Baptist 
World Alliance conference being held in Berlin. As the story goes King Sr. 
visited many of the local historical religious sites and became extremely 
impressed with Martin Luther. So impressed that upon his return to 
America he changed not only his name, but that of his son to Martin Luther.  So Michael King, Jr., became 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 Martin eventually attained a Ph.D. in theology from Boston University and a divinity degree from 
Crozer Divinity School. He spent almost his whole life as pastor of the Southern Christian Leadership           
Conference. His theological training was sublimated by his study of Augustine and that of Gandhi. He often 
quoted the prophets of the Old Testament that focused on the call for justice. “In his ‘I Have a Dream’ 
speech, he quotes Isaiah when he tells of this dream that every valley will be exalted and every mountain and 
hill brought low. And his most often quoted passage in scripture was probably Amos 5:24: “Let justice roll like 
a river.”2

 

 King believed in the basic values of America and he felt everyone should have the opportunity to live 
them out. His famous speech of August 28, 1963, expressed that dream, that dream that all humanity has. 
During the last years of his life Martin became more critical of the America he lived in, especially the Vietnam 
War and the increasing economic inequalities. It has been reported that Martin’s last public words were 
“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”3  On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr., was   
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. 
 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is commemorated on January 15th  in the Lutheran Book of Worship as  
having contributed dramatically to the development and vitality of society. 

Submitted by: 
James B. Blewett 

You are invited to Jim Blewett & Marge Wenger’s graduation from the two-year Diakonia Program at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 9, at 
Gloria De Lutheran Church, 22 East 18 Street, in Huntington Station.    
 
Please join us for a very special coffee hour/luncheon hosted by our Education Team celebrating Jim & Marge immediately following our 
10:15 a.m. worship on Sunday, June 10. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

DATE SERVICE 
ASSISTING  
MINISTERS 

LECTOR USHERS 

ETHEL’S  
COFFEE 
HOUR  

June 3 
Second Sunday 

of Pentecost 

6:00 a.m. 
 

10:15 a.m. 
 

Sunday Night 
Alive 

Lisa Cacchioli 
 

Lori Mason 
Christin Walsh 

 
 

Richard Benson 

John Bird 
 

The Tollefsen Family 
The Uzzo Family 

 
 

Please Consider 
Hosting 

June 10 
Third Sunday of 

Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 
   

10:15 a.m. 
  
  

 6:00 p.m.  
  

Karin Kienle 
 

Kathy Ocker 
Marge Wenger 

 
Kurt Langjahr 

Marge Wenger 

Lori Mason 

 John Bird 
 
 

Patty Larson 
The Saueracker Family 

 
 

Education Team/
Luncheon  

Celebrating  
Diakonia Graduates 

Jim Blewett & 
Marge Wenger  

June 17 
Fourth Sunday of 

Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 
  
  

10:15 a.m. 
  
  

6:00 p.m.  
 

Bonnie McGowan 
 
 

Terry Miccio 
Sue Carentz 

  
Kurt Langjahr 
Rose Minnick 

Helen Kwong-LaBarbera 

John Bird 
 

 Rich & Ellen Benson 
George & Inira Hirn 

 
 
 

Eric Faret 

June 24 
Fifth Sunday of 

Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 
   

10:15 a.m. 
 
 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Ronn Hall 
  

Anne Rickmeyer 
Christin Walsh 

 
Rose Minnick 

Lori DeFilippis 

Paul Wenger 

John Bird 
 

Karl & Carol Burfeindt 
Ron Maisch 

John Schwaninger 
 
 

AJ & Yuna Jin 

Altar Care 

Bonnie McGowan 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 

CHURCH & SCHOOL 

  
99 Central Park Road, Plainview, NY 11803 

Phone: 516-349-1966     

E-mail: church@ourshepherdlives.org 

Teresa.Ratkowski@gsplainview.org 

Vanessa.Bigam@gsplainview.org 

Websites: ourshepherdlives.org 

gsplainview.org 

  

Facebook: Good Shepherd Plainview 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School 

  

Ministers:  The Members of Good Shepherd 

Reverend Eric O. Olsen, Pastor 

Reverend Bob Kasting, Assistant Pastor, 

Youth & Family 

Deacon Eric Faret, Seminarian Field Worker 

Maureen Cooke, Church Secretary/Newsletter Editor 

Teresa Ratkowski, School Director and Organist 

Vanessa Bigam, School Secretary 

Stephanie Tauz, Newsletter School Pages Designer 

Ed Indellicati, Accountant/Bookkeeper 

Erik Hansen, Sexton 

 

 
 

Suzanne & Robert Beers - 30 years on 6/25 

Nancy & Gerry Bergold - 24 years on 6/25 

Jadwiga & Robert Cutrone - 4 years on 6/7 

Andrea & Erik Hansen - 29 years on 6/25 

Diane & Ron Maisch - 63 years on 6/5 

Nicole & Michael Steinert - 5 years on 6/21 

Marieline & Edward Strauh - 3 years on 5/6 

 
 



 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING   
 

Gloria Albreicht (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Allison & Dave (Karin Kienle’s friends), Barbara Altman (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Helen 
Anderson, W. Richard Anderson, Carol Arce (Maureen Cooke’s sister’s friend), Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend), Chris Balos, 
Barbara Bajore, Alex & Derek Bartkow, Marilyn & Paul Benner, Joe & Carol Berardino, Martha & Tom Berardino, Grace Berry, 
John Binsfeld (Benner family friend), Miriam & Paula Bistany (Grappone family friend), John Bliesernick (Vorstadt family 
friend), Jennifer Bowles (Margareta Garcia’s daughter), Laura Brandt (Thomas family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s rela-
tive), Arthur Brown (Dean’s father), Glen Cacchioli, Connie Campbell (Patty Larson’s sister in law), Patricia Cannata, Brad Car-
bone & family (R. Benson family friend), Lynn Carlson, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Christina (Margareta Garcia’s rela-
tive), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Amanda Conca (Grappone family friend), Gisela Conforti, Maya Contreras & family 
(Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), Frank Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), David Cronin, Chris Cucci, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL teacher 
Diane Kideris’s father), Claudia DeMauro, Sue Devine, John, Amanda & Baby Ivan Dexter, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s 
relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Romia Dimor (Wenger family friend), Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s nephew), 
Theresa Eby (Mary Oliveto’s relative), Dilliana Edwards, Becky Ernst (Paul Wenger’s cousin), Judy Esposito (Karen Faucera’s 
friend), Richard Faithfull (Grappone family friends), Eric Faret, Krysta Minnick Fazio, Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Pat 
Fiedler, Danny Fink, Charlene Fiore (Olsen family friend), Marcelle Figlo, Susan Ferraro, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister), 
Kathy Funfgeldk (Cronin family friend), Jackie Gentner, Ray Gorka, Katelyn Gregorie (Grappone family friend), Jane Guido 
(Cathie Olsen’s friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), 
Diane Helmers, Joe Hutchinson (Sue Carentz’s student), Tobi Indellicati, Michelle Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Jessi-
ca, Jimi (Chrissi Canino’s relative), Bill Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Daniel Johnson, Joseph, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s rela-
tive), Robert Kessler (Diane Maisch’s brother), Susie Klemm (Bruno family), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family, Kimberly 
Krawentek (Sue Carentz’s cousin), Mary Jane Krenkel (Terry Miccio’s aunt), Kenneth Lane, Carol Larson (Bob Rickmeyer’s sis-
ter), Lois Lengenfelder, Charles & Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s uncle & father), Rolando Larrondo (Jennifer Stoddart’s relative) 
Angel,  Christopher & Marie Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend), Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), Joe Marino 
(Annmarie Brown’s relative), Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), Matt Massucci & his family (Vollono family 
friend), Diane Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Jennifer McBee (Anne Rickmeyer’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), 
Pastor Fred McElderry, Dorothy McGowan, Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Martha Minnicozzi & Pat Miskey 
(Brown family friends),Teddy Moore (Miccio family friend), Maryellen Moyse, Nancy Michaelis (Dawn Zacchino’s mother), Ka-
ren Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Richard Murphy, Ann Ocker, Meghan Ortega (Lisa Olsen’s niece), Emmy Quartraro,  Joe 
Pecora, Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Kathleen Power (our landscaper’s wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Wenger’s father 
in law), Chris Reardon (Pastor Olsen’s friend), Natalie Roberts (Naomi Hulver’s friend), Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), 
Stephanie Rogers (Ferrara family friend), Craig Ruhs (Rodney Schabel request), Mackenzie Ruff, Barbara Russo (Susan Ferraro’s 
friend), Elena Savage (Jeff & Susan Wakefield’s granddaughter), Glenn Schabel, Francisco Rivera Serrano (Mason family friend), 
Bill Schulz (JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona’s son), Craig Schumacker (Elaine Mark’s relative), Danna Sgambati, Sean & his family, Diane 
Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Barbara Silber (Sarah Wenger Silber’s mother in law), Eric Silva & family (Karen Faucera’s 
friends), Jennifer Sorenson (Cathy Vollono’s friend), Judy Stal (Christine Adolphus’s daughter), Ken Steffens, Ed Strauhs, Phil 
Sounia (Bob & Anne Rickmeyer’s son in law), Carter Suozzi, (Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s grandson), 
Baby Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Debbie Tassi (Denise Donitz’s sister), Paul Thompson 
(Lisa Olsen’s relative) the Thomas Family, Nancy Tucker, Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Lisa Van Tress 
(Donna Hickey’s fiend), Ken & Kevin Vorstadt, Jeff Wakefield, Karen Weber (Maisch relative), Clifton 
Weed (Fiedler family friend), John Wenger (Paul’s brother), Marilyn Weyant (Maisch family friend), 
Sonja Wuerffel, Brother George Zenle (Wenger family friend), Julia, Pat, Josie, Jennifer & Nicole
(Genevieve’s Helping Hands).  

THOSE IN 

SERVICE:  
CPT Hector Ruben 
Alejandro, USMC, 
(Lori Mason’s 
friend), Matthew Beers (Army), Keith & Kyle 
Calderone (Army), Timothy J. Carentz 
(Airforce), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori Mason’s 
cousin), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Rob-
ert Saueracker, Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-
O’Connell (Patty Larson’s family friend). 

Vicar Adam Reinhardt 

THOSE WHO GRIEVE: Helen Gscheidle, 
her daughters, and the family & friends of Carl 
Gscheidle; the family & friends of Vincenzo Durante; GSL 

school teacher Lauren Hunter 
and the family & friends of 
her husband, William; Lisa 
Olsen and the family & friends 
of her aunt Terry Joyce;    
Pastor Olsen and the family & 
friends of his uncle Arne  
Lorentzen; the family & 
friends of Frank Staiano.  

We are saddened to  announce that 

our brother Carl Gscheidle joined 

the Saints’ Triumphant on              
May 13, 2018. 



 

 



 

 

  Recently I sat in a church conference as our Bishop spoke about our youth, admonishing us not to 
“trip over our treasures.”  This statement resonated with me because I have always been drawn to and 
loved working with young people, who are truly ‘our treasures’.   
 When do we take the time to look into the eyes of and listen to the hearts of ‘our treasures’?  As a 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, I am seeing more and more children with anxiety and depression, often 
because they are isolated and lack the ability to utilize critical social skills necessary to navigate the world.  
So many of our children also have been placed in the most uncomfortable and destructive positon to refer-
ee broken marriages and parental relationships.   
 There are some basic recommendations for a successful childhood as published by childtrends.org 
in their “2017 Flourishing from the Start” report. They are as follows: 
   

 Self-regulation: A child’s ability to recognize and control impulses, manage stress and 
emotions, and exert self-control 

 Attachment: A child’s positive relationship to, feelings of safety with, and trust in a       
parent or caregiver; co-regulation  

 Engagement/approaches to learning: Cognitive, emotional, and behavioral engagement; 
interest, curiosity  

 Communication: The child’s ability to verbally and non-verbally express needs, prefer-
ences, and emotions, and to listen and respond to the communications of others 

 Positive relationships with siblings and peers: Empathic, open, warm, giving, and sup-
portive interactions with other children  

 Executive functioning: Cognitive processes that underline planning, goal-directed activity, 
and problem-solving, including attention, working memory, and inhibitory control  

 Positive self-concept and orientation to life: Compassion for self, optimism, meaning, and 
hope for life  

 Age-appropriate self-care: The child’s ability and motivation to do things for him/herself 
 

 So what does this all mean? And who is responsible? It means that we are all individually responsi-
ble for ensuring that the youth in our lives (at church, home, school, or community) have someone that 
looks into their eyes and hears their hearts. That someone is not afraid of the language, styles, music, and 
norms that are foreign to them.  It means that even when we are pushed away we continue to reach out 
because that young person is our future as a parent, entrepreneur, pastor, bishop, president, lawyer, doc-
tor, teacher, policeperson, bus driver and contributor to society. 
 Frederick Douglass famously said, “It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.” 
His prescient words need to be taken seriously — and acted upon — in 2018. The consequences of not in-
vesting wisely in children will be higher costs down the road (http://www.aecf.org/resources/2017-kids-

count-data-book/) So let’s pay attention, become engaged and watch where we are headed so that we are 
not “tripping over our treasures”.  
 

Danita Wright, LCSW-R, counsels children, teens, adults and families at LCC’s Mineola counseling site.  
Contact Lutheran Counseling Center at 1-800-317-1173 or 516-741-0994 or e-mail us at Center@lccny.org for more information or to set an 
appointment. 

UPDATE FOR JUNE 2018 

  

WITH COUNSELING SITES LOCATED IN: 
NASSAU  SUFFOLK  MANHATTAN  QUEENS  WESTCHESTER 

Prepared especially for LCC Association Congregations & Schools 

Tripping Over Treasures 

……..By Danita Wright, LCSWR, LCC Psychotherapist 
 

mailto:Center@lccny.org


 

 

Memorial Day 2018 

We will be receiving new members into our church family during our worship services on 
Sunday, June 17th.  Would you like to be among them?  If you are interested in becoming a 
member, please join us for a join us for an informal wine & cheese gathering following our 
6:00 p.m. worship on June 10th.  The purpose of this meeting is to engage in conversation 
and receive answers to any questions you may have.  This is your opportunity to meet 

other people who are also considering joining our church family and to learn more about Good Shepherd 
What a wonderful way to celebrate Father’s Day!  
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