
 

 

 

 

I was invited to 

do the 

invocation at the 

swearing in of 

our newly 

elected County 

Legislature at 

the Cradle of 

Aviation on 

January 13th. 

 

I would like to 

share with you 

the words I 

shared with 

them on   that 

day. 

County Executive Curran, Presiding Officer Nicollelo, honorable legislators, distinguished 
colleagues and guests, blessed New Year to you and your loved ones. 
 Many Christians worldwide observe a liturgical calendar that marks the days and       
seasons based on observances of ancient festivals, events, and commemorations.  We are 
currently smack in the middle of the season of Epiphany which begins 12 days after       
Christmas and ends with the Mardi Gras celebration before Ash Wednesday and the               
beginning of the season of Lent.   
 In the gospel of Matthew it is recorded that a special star appeared two thousand and 
twenty years ago.  Zoroastrian priests or magi, from what is 
now Western Iran,  recognized the star as the fulfillment of 
an ancient prophecy and used it to navigate nearly a thou-
sand miles, lugging their treasures, in their quest to behold 
the truth.  Today we rarely look to the heavens for direc-
tion, but we are constantly being told where to go and what 
to in order to be happy.  Many of the voices that fill our ears 
seek to manipulate and mislead and to coax us out of our 
treasures in that pursuit.  Happiness, however, is fleeting, 
but truth is lasting.  It is truth that sets us free and truth that, as Emerson writes, which is 
the treasure of all men.  
 The people of Nassau County have elected you as leaders and have elevated you to a 
position of oversight.  All of the people in your districts are engaged in their own arduous 
journey through life searching for truth while raising families, working their jobs, caring for 
loved ones and pursing dreams. They want to look up to you for direction even though they 
know that many a star politician has led them astray because they forgot their mission and 
purpose, but they still want to believe that you will lead them in their quest for the truth.   
 Presiding officer Nicollelo and I commended a good friend to the Lord recently.  John 
Nykiel was affectionately known to his friends as Star.  He was a bit of a celebrity in the Fire 
Service in NYC and here in Nassau County, but John’s true greatness was grounded in his 
love for his family, friends, and the people he served.  He embodied a life that echoed the 
truth that God whispers into the heart of all of his children.  That truth is that we glorify our 
creator when we love and serve each other wholeheartedly and with joy. 
 One day the truth about each one of us will be revealed, and stories will be shared 
about us. Will we be known as leaders that stood for and revealed the truth?  Will our great-
ness be grounded in the love we have for our family, friends and the people we serve?  Will 
our life journey glorify God as we serve wholeheartedly and with joy?  Wouldn’t that be a 
heavenly thought!  Wouldn’t that be a wonderful Epiphany! 

 Let us pray- 

God of truth, love, peace and power, pour out your blessing upon these 
children of yours who have been elected to serve the good people of  
Nassau County.  Graciously bestow upon them wisdom, integrity,        
humility and the power to remain true to their calling to serve.  Help 
them to work together in creative ways to overcome differences so that 
this county and it's precious people may flourish.  We ask this in your 
beautiful and powerful name, Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Eric+ 



 

 

 After an extensive, three-month, 81-candidate search chaired by 
Richard Benson (retired Superintendent of the Quogue School District, 
past Good Shepherd Executive Committee member and current School 
Board Member) as well as our interview committee fielded of leaders 
with administrative and educational expertise and Good Shepherd  
seasoned leaders, we are pleased to announce their unanimous       
recommendation, confirmed by our Executive Committee, also        
unanimously, to appoint Vanessa Bigam as the next permanent         
Director of Good Shepherd School.    
 Vanessa was the perfect candidate for this position as she brings 
to us 18+ years of combined administrative and teaching experience in 
early childhood education, including 4.5 years right here at Good  
Shepherd.  Before joining our school as an administrative assistant in 
the summer of 2015, Vanessa was the Children’s Program Coordinator 
in the Early Childhood Center for nine years at the Mid Island Y in 
Plainview preceded by lead teaching a dozen three year olds at The 
Learning Experience in Stony Brook.  While in the administrative assistant role here at Good Shepherd, a 
number of times Vanessa needed to assume leadership responsibilities above and beyond her job         
description, including running our summer camp in 2016, and did an excellent job.  In 2017 the Lutheran 
Schools Association honored her with their Administrative Assistant of the Year Award.  She was           
promoted to Assistant Director of our school in 2018 and continued to demonstrate her talents and    
ability to handle each new challenge that came her way. 
 We thank Rich Benson and all members of our search committee for the time and meticulous   
attention they dedicated to this undertaking.  The candidate-search process began on October 8th and 
involved reviewing files, developing a job description, researching the Office of Family & Child Service’s 
regulations and posting the position with the OFCS, the LSA, Ziprecruiter, and Indeed.com.  An internal 
memo was also sent to Good Shepherd staff  advising them of this job opening and requesting their input 
regarding their expectations and the characteristics they would like to see in our School’s Director.  Three 
rounds of interviews were conducted, each time narrowing down to our final three candidate interviews 
on December 5th.  Once we conferred and voted on our candidate, we needed to defer to OFCS for formal 
processing.  Of course, that paperwork was delayed by the holidays, and we were unable to formally    
announce a director without their final stamp of approval.  
 Vanessa lives in Massapequa with her husband, Shawn, and children Sophia, who is in our             
confirmation class and serves as an acolyte at our worship services; William, who will be graduating from 
our preschool in June; and Alessandra, who was just baptized here on January 5th. 
 We ask you to join us in celebrating Vanessa’s appointment as our School Director at our 10:15 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, February 9, when she will be officially installed.  Please continue to pray for 
her and for our church & school staff during this exciting time of transition.  

 

Did you know that in 1951 our original church was in the parsonage?  The living and dining rooms served 
as the chapel, while other rooms were designated for Sunday school and social activities. On February 24, 
1952, with 39 charter members, this Plainview Mission Chapel was dedicated.  It became the only active 
house of worship in Plainview. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Evelyn Grace Vargas 
Born 1/17/20  
at 10:32 a.m. 

8 lbs, 6 oz 
Congratulations, Parents 
Kimberly & Christopher 

Brother Emmet 
Grandparents  

Kevin & Kathy Ocker &  
Great Grandma Ann Ocker 

Blake Logan Olsen-LeDonne 
was baptized on January 12.   

Alessandra Rose 
Bigam was  
baptized on  
January 5.   

Congratulations  
Francesca & 

Dominic Volpe! 



 

 

Kimberly Allan ~ 2/27 

Noah An ~ 2/3 

Lorie Anderson-Lazo ~ 2/10 

Christine Azzaretto ~ 2/9 

Nicholas Balos ~ 2/28 

Martha Berardino ~ 2/27 

Shawn Bigam ~ 2/3 

William Bodeker ~ 2/1 

RJ Bridgwood ~ 2/2 

Kyle Bristol ~ 2/6 

Maya Cappelmann ~ 2/9 

Alicia Carlson ~ 2/26 

Isabella Carpenter ~ 2/10 

David Chacko ~ 2/20 

Alexis DiSapio ~ 2/15 

Calista DiSapio ~ 2/20 

August Dondero ~ 2/5 

Andrew Eoanidis ~ 2/10 

Sabrina Greig ~ 2/28 

Brianna Hansen ~ 2/27 

Isla Hogan ~ 2/6 

Robert Johnson ~ 2/11 

Loré Kachianos ~ 2/22 

Dillon Kwarta ~ 2/16 

Peter LaBarbera ~ 2/14 

Charlotte LeBlond ~ 2/4 

Chiara Lindenfeld ~ 2/3 

Nancy Long ~ 2/28 

Brook Luo ~ 2/21 

Matthew Marlin ~ 2/22 

Connor Masi ~ 2/18 

Lillianna Mason ~ 2/20 

Allison Mecabe ~ 2/17 

Deval Mody ~ 2/1 

Sofia Mulada ~ 2/16 

Ann Ocker ~ 2/20 

Nora Ocker ~ 2/14 

Skylar Pekarek ~ 2/4 

Ann Roerden ~ 2/11 

Josef Saueracker ~ 2/1 

Veronica Savarese ~ 2/10 

Gunhild Schabel ~ 2/18 

Patricia Schmidt ~ 2/2 

Lauren Sieloff ~ 2/3 

Mason Tse ~ 2/28 

Kimberly Whitenack ~ 2/1 

Kimberly & Christopher Vargas - 4 years on 2/20 
Veronica & Paul Vasold -1 year on 2/17 

60! 

Loretta & Fred Ruff on 2/6 

Not listed?  Please e-mail your birthday and/or anniversary to church@ourshepherdlives.org so we may put it in our database. 



 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING  John Aarnio (Elisa Carr’s father), 
Mel Able & family (Catherine Olsen’s friend), Linda Allan (Koenig family 
friend), Barbara Altman (Alice Vorstadt’s friend), Helen Anderson, Ariana 

(Susan Ferraro’s friend), Norma Arandez (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend), Susan Babek (Karen         
Faucera’s cousin), Pat Ballard (Reverend Dale Carr), John Baierlein (Deb Steinhilber’s brother), Chris Balos, Alex, Derek &     
Stanley Bartkow, Suzanne Beers, Marilyn Benner, Elaine Benvenuto (Pastor Olsen’s friend), Joe & Carol Berardino, Martha & 
Tom Berardino, Grace Berry, John Binsfeld (Benner family friend), Alison E. Bird, Ellen Bird, Miriam & Paula Bistany (Grappone 
family friend), Emily Brandi (Wakefield family friend), Laura Brandt (Thomas family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s         
relative), John Brooks (Debra’s husband), Annmarie Brown, Arthur Brown (Dean’s father), Johanna Campion (Emmy            
Quartraro’s S friend) Connie Campbell (Patty Larson’s sister in law), Patricia Cannata, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Marie 
Cavaliere (Olsen relative), Mary Centeno (Berardino family friend), Sally Christophedes (Grappone family friend), Vita           
Cirinicionne (Grappone family friend), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Amanda Conca (Grappone family friend), Terrance 
Connelly (Wakefield family neighbor), the Comisso family (Nancy Long’s friends), Maya Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s 
relatives), Frank Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), Maureen Cooke (Maureen’s mother in law), Ellen Cote, Lorraine Crosby, 
Chris Cucci, Arlene Denner (Mason family friend), Claudia DeMauro, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory 
Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Lorraine Duffy, Chris Dukat & family (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Dustin & Sandy (Karin Kienle’s 
friends), Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s nephew), Theresa Eby (Mary Oliveto’s relative), Dilliana Edwards, Emile, Alfred Engel,   
Richard Faithfull (Grappone family friend), Francine & Leo Fakler (Ed Indellicati’s in-laws), Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), 
Susan, Anthony and Alice Ferraro, Margaret Fiedler, Pat Fiedler, Lester Fieldsa, Danny Fink, Marcelle Figlo, Arlene Fraraccio 
(George Hirn’s sister), Maria Garrett & the Hall family, Jackie Gentner, Gloria & Bob, Jessica Gomes (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Ray 
Gorka, Katelyn Gregorie (Grappone family friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen  
Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Diane Helmers, Gunhild Hendrickson, Donna Hickey, Katherine Hill, George Hirn, Michelle 
Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Jessica, Jimi (Chrissi Canino’s relative), Joanna (Meridith Moran’s friend), Robin Kane 
(Rose Minnick’s relative), Lois Kazarian, Arlene Keller (Cacchioli family friend), Susie Klemm (Bruno family), Myung Sook Ko 
(GSL School Teacher Esther’s sister), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family, Otto Kraft, Angie LaBarbera, Heather Rose Landry, 
Carol Larson (Bob Rickmeyer’s sister), Barbara LaValle (Sue Devine’s friend), Lois Lengenfelder, Charles & Michael Leva (Angel 
Lorch’s uncle & father), Lila (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Lindsay (Marc Ferraro’s friend), Madeline LoCuercio (Patrice Sessa’s 
friend), Angel, Christopher & Marie Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend), Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), James 
Madden, Ron Maisch, Joe Marino (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), Diane Matales 
(Lilli Schulz’s friend), Virginia Marshall (Sue Devine’s friend), Pastor Fred McElderry, Gail McCoy (Susan Wakefield’s friend),  
Barbara Meeker (Martha Peterson’s friend), Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Laura Merlino (Lisa Cacchioli’s sister), 
Madison Milo (Ann Roerdan & Terry Miccio’s friend), Martha Minnicozzi & Pat Miskey (Brown family friends), Teddy Moore 
(Miccio family friend), Maryellen Moyse, Karen Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Jay Murphy (Maureen Cooke’s friend), Richard 
Murphy (Mary Ann’s son), Rose Mary Noll, Ursula Nouza (Huntington Hills), Ardyth and Yosh Novichonek, Ann Ocker, Vito Oliva 
(Park Brothers), Jennifer & Olaf Olsen, Kyle Pawlenko (Karen Faucera’s grandson), Anthony Pericone (Donna Hickey’s friend), 
Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Teresa Ratkowski, Bertha Reciniello, Bob Rickmeyer, Andrew Rober, Justin Rogers (Karin 
Kienle’s nephew), Stephanie Rogers (Ferrara family friend), Joseph Rooney, Selma Rosen (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Barbara   
Russo (Susan Ferraro’s friend), George Saueracker, Marge and Jimmy Santoli (Karin Kienle relative), Nicole & Elena Savage (Jeff 
& Susan Wakefield’s daughter & granddaughter), Rodney Schabel, Bill Schulz (JoAnn’s son), Craig Schumacker (Elaine Mark’s 
relative), Patrice Sessa, Danna Sgambati, Kenny Shrypek (McGowan family friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Ed & 
Peggy    Siering (Marge Wenger’s brother & sister in law), Arliene Simonson (John Bird’s sister), Lois Sommermeyer (Paul 
Wenger’s sister), Ellie Steinhilber (Roy’s mother), Ed Strauhs, Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Debbie Tassi (Denise 
Donitz’s sister), Jerry Tavolott (Terry Miccio’s relative), Richie Taylor (Ann Rickmeyer’s friend), Lauren Teresa (Lisa Olsen’s 
friend), Melanie Thicks (Marilyn Benner’s niece), the Thomas family, Paul & Tim Thompson (Lisa Olsen’s relative), Toni (Karin 
Kienle’s sister in law), Tori & family (Karen Faucera’s friend), Nancy Tucker, Domenick Tuozzo, Kathy Van Driessche, Lisa Van 
Tress (Donna Hickey’s friend), Mary Vassallo (Chandra Jorree’s friend), Ralph Wahl (Alice Vorstadt’s relative), Jeff Wakefield, 
Samantha Wegner (Patricia Cannata’s relative), Anneliese Wenger, Marilyn Weyant (Maisch family friend), Derek Zacchino, 
Brother George Zenle, Julia, Pat, Jennifer & Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands). 

THOSE IN SERVICE:  
Matthew Beers (Army), Keith & Kyle Calderone (Army), Lt. Col. Thomas 
Ludwig (Army), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Robert Saueracker,       
Major Philip Sounia, Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell (Patty       
Larson’s family friend).  



 

 



 

 

DATE SERVICE 
ASSISTING  
MINISTERS 

LECTOR USHERS 

February 2 
Fourth Sunday  
of the Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

  
10:15 a.m. 

  
6:00 p.m.   

Ronn Hall 
Lisa Cacchioli 

 

Lori DeFilippis 
Anne Rickmeyer 

 
Kurt Langjahr 

Marge Wenger 

Rich Benson 

John Bird 
Brian Roerdan 

 
Sue Devine 
Pat Fiedler 

Michael Hrubes 
Alice Vorstadt 

February 9 
Fifth Sunday  

of the Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 
  
 

10:15 a.m. 

  
6:00 p.m.  

 

Bonnie McGowan 
Jim Blewett 

 

Lori Mason 
Christin Walsh 

 

Lisa Cacchioli 
Marge Wenger 

Lori Mason 

 John Bird 
Brian Roerdan 

 
Richard & Ellen Benson 

George & Inira Hirn 
 
 

February 16 
Sixth Sunday  

of the Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. 

  
10:15 a.m. 

  
6:00 p.m.  

Bonnie McGowan 
Jim Blewett 

 

Stacey Broggy 
Terry Miccio 

  

None Needed 

Karen Faucera 

John Bird 
Brian Roerdan 

 
Patty Larson 

Cathy Vollono 
 

February 23 
Transfiguration 

8:00 a.m. 

  
10:15 a.m. 

  
6:00 p.m. 

Ronn Hall 
Karin Kienle 

 

Kathy Ocker 
Anne Rickmeyer 

 

Jeff Kassan 
Marge Wenger 

Carol Koenig 
 

John Bird 
Brian Roerdan 

 
Jim & Wendy Jansky 

John & Bonnie McGowan 
 

February 26 
Ash Wednesday 

7:30 p.m. 
Lori Mason 

Marge Wenger 
  

Altar Care 
Mary Oliveto 

DATE @ 10:00 a.m. TOPIC/THEME HOST CHURCH PASTOR/LEADER GATHER MAGAZINE ISSUE 

2/28/20 We Are Called: The Call of Jesus 
St. David’s Lutheran  
Massapequa Park 

Pastor Micah Stumme Jan/February 2020; Session 2 

3/27/20 We Are Called: Called to Serve 
Grace Lutheran Church 
North Bellmore  

Pastor James Krauser March 2020 

4/23/20 We Are Called: Calling Networks Good Shepherd, Plainview Pastor Eric Olsen April 2020 

5/29/20 Intergenerational Topic St. John’s Lutheran, Merrick Pastor Perry Kirschbaum May 2020 

WE WANT YOU HERE WITH US! 
  

Our transportation ministry is ready to take you for a ride!  To church, that is…
or to any of our church-run programs that you may be unable to drive to like 
Monday morning Lectio Divina or our upcoming Shrove Tuesday Pancake      
Supper.  Simply call AJ Jin at 917-981-1196 or Paul Wenger at 516-993-9896 
and they’ll take care of the rest!  We want you here and look forward to seeing 
you again!  



 

 



 

 

UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 2020 

WITH COUNSELING SITES LOCATED IN: 
NASSAU  SUFFOLK  MANHATTAN  QUEENS 

WESTCHESTER & BROOKLYN 

Prepared especially for LCC Association  
Congregations & Schools 

HOW TO SURMOUNT NEGATIVE IMPRESSIONS 

                                           Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Lehenbauer, LMFT, LCC Pastoral Counselor 

 Do you know anyone who has a negative impression of you?  That’s very unpleasant, isn’t it?  Who 
was it that said, “You can’t please all the people all the time.”  But maybe you’d like to correct that negative  
impression if you can.  It could be a coworker or boss, or a family member, or a friend-acquaintance, or 
even a spouse.  They may not verbalize it, but somehow you sense it—by their body language or tone of 
voice or facial expression. How might you correct a negative impression they have of you?   
 First let’s talk about how not to correct a negative impression: Get defensive and argue with them 
about it.  You may feel attacked and want to attack back.  That’s not likely to work.  In fact it may only     
solidify their negative impression of you.  That’s often how arguments get started and escalate.   
 Something important to know is that arguments—and negative impressions—are usually not about 
facts.  You are likely to heighten the negative impression if you ARGUE about FACTS.  If you’re arguing with 
the other person about facts, what you’re implying is, “Due to these facts, you have no right to feel the way 
you do.  There’s something wrong with you.”  Your best chance for surmounting a negative impression is to 
DIFFERENTIATE with UNDERSTANDING and EMPATHY.   
 Let me explain. 
 To change a negative impression, we must first understand that negative impressions are hardly  
ever created by facts.  They often arise from a lack of understanding and empathy.  That other person is 
going to have their own thoughts and feelings and point of view, and they are not necessarily going to be 
the same as mine, and that’s OK!  That’s what we call differentiated thinking.  So I need to listen closely to 
what they’re saying and work at really understanding their point of view and their feelings.   
 And then, second, we respond to them compassionately with understanding and empathy.  I’ll     
improve their negative impression of me by making them feel heard and valued.  If they are feeling some 
hurt, showing care for their painful emotions will almost always lighten those hurts. 
 Psychologist Steven Stosny talks about The Marital Paradox: If you contradict an accusation by a 
partner, you’re proving it true.  If you agree with it, you’re proving it false.*   He goes on to explain: “Almost 
every criticism and complaint—even if it’s mostly false—will have a kernel of truth about it.  And if you pay 
attention to the truth of it, you have improvement.  If you focus on the part you disagree with, it’s just    
going to be a power struggle.  You’ll hardly ever convince the other person by introducing facts.  Over time 
observing the marital paradox helps produce a closer relationship.”   
    

*Dr. Lehenbauer derived most of the ideas in this article from Dr. Steven Stosny, “Negative Impressions In 
Love,” You Tube, 10/9/2019. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald Lehenbauer, DMin, MDiv, LMFT completed certification in pastoral counseling at the Post-graduate Center for 
Mental Health in New York, NY and also is certified as an Imago Relationship Therapist. A member of the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors and The American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, Dr. Lehenbauer is a NY state licensed      
Marriage and Family Therapist, providing counseling for adults and couples at LCC’s Woodside and Mineola sites.  
 

Call us at 1-800-317-1173 for more information or to set an appointment at any of our nine sites over the metropolitan New York 
area. 



 

 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 

CHURCH & SCHOOL 

  

99 Central Park Road, Plainview, NY 11803 

Phone: 516-349-1966     
E-mail: church@ourshepherdlives.org 

Vanessa.Bigam@gsplainview.org 

Giselle.Pilarte@gsplainview.org 

Websites: ourshepherdlives.org 

gsplainview.org 

  

Facebook: Good Shepherd Plainview & 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and School 
  

Ministers:  The Members of Good Shepherd 

Reverend Eric O. Olsen, Pastor 

Maureen Cooke, Church Secretary/Newsletter Editor 

Vanessa Bigam, Assistant School Director 

Claudia DeMauro: Graphic Artist/Facebook 

Stephanie Tauz, Newsletter School Pages Designer 

Ed Indellicati, Accountant/Bookkeeper 

Erik Hansen, Sexton 


