
 

 

 
 

 

 

"Each of you must 

give as you have 

made up your 

mind, not 

reluctantly or 

under compulsion, 

for God loves a 

cheerful giver." 2 

Corinthians 9:7, NRSV.  

 

 

 
 

Please join us 

after 4:00  p.m. 

worship on the 

First Sunday of 

Advent for our 

annual tree 

lighting! 
 

Dear Faithful People of Good Shepherd, 
 
 This past week we launched our Stewardship Campaign, “Excel in The Grace of Giving!”  We also 
gathered to celebrate the life of one of the most joyful givers I knew, Rodney Schabel.  I will miss Rod-
ney’s presence around Good Shepherd; he was a dear friend and always a source of joy for me.  For 
those of you who did not know, Rodney was the first principal of Good Shepherd’s School, and he 
served on various committees and on Church Council over the past six decades. I have many stories of 
how Rodney was a cheerful giver and I will share a few with you now.   
 During the first week that I served as pastor here Rodney spoke to me after church  privately and 
said that if I ever had a situation where someone wanted to send a child to our school and couldn’t 
afford it that I was to tell him and he would gladly help.  Over the last ten years of my service Rodney 
made many “anonymous” gifts to Good Shepherd to ensure children could receive a Christian educa-
tion at Good Shepherd.  He was so happy to do something that he felt was so meaningful! 
 When I wanted to initiate a “Bible by the Beach and Bible by the Bay” program I had a big prob-
lem.  How would I be able to transport many of the older members of the congregation to Tobay Beach 
and to Oyster Bay?  As I raised the question, almost immediately Rodney volunteered his passenger 
van as the primary beach and bay shuttle.  Since these outings also included lunches Rodney was also 
known for making the check disappear on more than one occasion.  All of this service and generosity 
was always accompanied by his big boyish grin and hearty laughter! 
 When Hurricane Sandy struck and we began a collection for those hardest hit in Breezy Point, 
Rodney again asked, “how can I help?” and we filled his van not once, but twice with made much need-
ed donations to Habitat for Humanity while the fires were still burning and the roads were still flooded.  
That trip of mercy was a trip of joy for Rodney even though it seriously took its toll on his van.  He just 
kept on smiling and talking about how glad he was to help. 
 I have a longer list of stories of Rodney’s joyful giving, but I will save them for now.  You can 
probably see why I would be very saddened to see this joyful giver go to be with the Lord even while 
being happy for him.  It was the gift of joy in giving that I would miss.  Needless to say, I was rather 
dower at St. Margaret’s Cemetery when we gathered in the pouring rain to lay God’s servant Rodney 
to rest.  That was until Willie the head Undertaker yelled that there was a rabbit in the grave and he 
had to send one of the younger workers down to rescue the rabbit before we could continue!  Never 
before had any of the cemetery employees ever saw or heard of a rabbit in a grave! 
 I just smiled and laughed and thanked God and Rodney because I knew that not only was      
Rodney a rabbit farmer in his early years while living in Connecticut, but also that the Easter bunny was 
used by monks as early as the fourth century to explain the resurrection to Anglo Saxon converts.  Like 
the butterfly it was a symbol of new life.  The rabbit that was lifted up by the cemetery worker was 
brown with mud and as it hopped away reminded me of the chocolate bunny that was always in my 
Easter Basket as a child.  I also remembered that Rodney loved chocolate and that now he was       
probably feasting on some at the Lord’s table.  That left me with a feeling of Joy and the need to share 
these stories with you!   
 As you reflect upon our stewardship campaign during the days ahead I pray that you will look at 
giving the way that Rodney did.  May you give joyfully and generously with a smile on your face and 
laughter in your heart! 

In Resurrection Joy, 
 
 

Pastor Eric+ 
 
  

 We hope and pray that you and your family remain healthy and safe during these trying times.  
 We are all experiencing stress and strain related to the pandemic and want to remind you that 
your church is here to help and support you.  Please feel free to call Pastor Olsen on his cell 
phone any time to discuss any concerns or needs that you may have confidentially. 
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Our mission is 

to provide a 

Christ-centered 

environment in 

which we guide 

our children 

socially, 

spiritually, 

intellectually, 

and 

physically. 

Dear Families and Friends of Good Shepherd School: 
 
 Everyone is adjusting to school nicely.  October has been a very busy time for 
our little ones, and I am happy to share all of the fun experiences that have taken 
place. October was all about fall as our children learned about leaves, apples, pump-
kins, etc. The children were able to  explore parts of a pumpkin and decorate them in 
class.  On October 24th, we held a scaled down version of our tenth annual Fall Har-
vest Festival. It was so nice to see all the children in costumes and enjoying the day 
with our teachers and families. 
 We are looking forward to the “Thanksgathering” class parties, the Christmas 
Tree lighting on Sunday, November 29 at 5:00 p.m., and our first virtual Advent Litur-
gy programs in December. In addition, we are excited about our fundraisers coming 
up: our first virtual book fair, Little Elves Gift Shop, and our ongoing Church and 
School face mask fundraiser.  
 The children of Good Shepherd enjoyed talking about fire prevention rules for 
October’s Fire Prevention Month. They learned what the classroom plan is and how 
to protect themselves in case of a true emergency. These rules are very important 
for children to learn as we take safety measures seriously.  
 The Bible verse for November is: John 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above”. Please take the time to reflect on what is really important this 
coming Thanksgiving.   
 We hope everyone will appreciate the true meaning of the holiday season this 
year. As we prepare for the holidays coming up, our goal is to support the Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes for those children in need. Have you picked up your Op-
eration Christmas Child shoe box?  If not, please stop by the school to pick up a shoe 
box with the directions and labeling for a boy or girl. The packed boxes are due No-
vember 13, and they will be shipped all over the world to needy children.  
 We truly have a lot to be thankful for. I am very fortunate to be a part of this 
community and school. Thank you to the countless people for your continued    sup-
port in making our Church and School a special place for our families and friends. We 
are happy to have all our children at school and seeing their bright smiley faces every 
day. We ask that you continue to keep the staff and school families in your prayers.  

 

In Christian  Love, 

 

Vanessa Bigam 
School Director 

We were recently notified that we are candidates to be voted LONG ISLAND’S BEST in 
THREE categories: Our school in the Education Category for Best Nursery School and also 
in the Education Category for Best Private School.  Pastor Olsen is a candidate in the 
Weddings Category for Officiant.  
  
Please vote for us at BESTOFLONGISLAND.COM every 
day now through December 15 and spread the word to 
your friends to vote for us every day as well. 
  



 

 

Hi Everyone!  
 
 Many of you know who I am; but for those who don't, my name is Philip Lorch, and 
my family and I have been members of Good Shepherd for over 20 years.  We found 
Good Shepherd through a neighbor’s recom-

mendation for our boys to go to nursery school.  My wife Angel 
has been a part of the nursery school for nearly 20 years doing 
the enrichment program. 
 I have been a part of the property committee for the past 
six years, and most of all the painting that has been done to our 
campus has been donated by my company JC Painting.  JC 
Painting is also a regular sponsor of our annual Christmas tree 
lighting. 
  For many of us 2020 has been a very trying year in more 
ways than one.  One of the constants through all of this ordeal has been my faith in the church, my faith in 
the people of Good Shepherd, and my faith in Pastor Olsen to help and guide us through these trying times. 
  During this time away from worshiping inside the church, our  Executive Committee has met on       
average two to three times a month to handle certain issues that have arisen. One of the main topics that 
we discuss each and every time in the meeting is when will be able to be back together worshiping inside 
the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, every time we've had a discussion on this topic, it has come back to us wor-
rying about the safety of our parishioners and all who attend our worship services. As of now we do not 
have any definite plans on how to tackle this situation, but rest assured we are working on this; and in the 
near future we will have a plan in place to make sure that during the holidays and winter months we will 
comply to all the regulations that the state has put forth for indoor worship services. 
 I would like to thank all who have gone above and beyond to bring us the beautiful online services 
nonstop every week.  We have received many accolades from people all over the country for bringing  
Christ into their homes and hearts. 
 It is an honor to serve as your president and I look forward to putting this ordeal behind us so that we 
can get back to worshiping together once again in our beautiful sanctuary.  

With God's Grace, 
  
 

Philip Lorch  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting 
will take place via Zoom and conference 
call on Sunday, December 6, at 
11:30 a.m.  A postcard with sign in/call in 
information will be sent out to all of our     
active households. Please make every 
effort to attend.  Your input is important. 

That after our school was built in 1958 we purchased a house 
located at 34 Garnet Lane.  This home was used as a residence 
for teachers and would eventually become the residence for our 
Assistant Pastor Dwayne Mau.  Also during this time scouting 
programs were begun and a boys basketball team was started. 
The old garage was converted into an office and Tom Kraus    
became our full time vicar. The 1950s were years of expansion 
for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
 

- Submitted by Deacon James B. Blewett 



 

 

Please join us for our annual Lighting of the Tree on the First Sunday of Advent, November 29, at 5:00 p.m., 
immediately following our evening worship at 4:00 p.m.  We thank Marcus Ubertini-Pitts for his generous        
donation of the lights this year from his company, Looks Great Tree Service.  Once again, we will be publish-
ing booklets for the both the tree lighting as well as our children’s Advent program and are asking you to 
please consider purchasing an advertisement either for your business or just a personal message, a memori-
al or just  a Merry Christmas booster-type post.   
 
Following are the three levels of sponsorship: 
 

The Friend Sponsorship: a business card size advertisement in both programs for $100 total 
The Partner Sponsorship:  a ½ page advertisement in both programs for $250 total 
The Shepherd’s Sponsorship:  a full page in both programs for $500 total 

 
In addition, a special thank you would be posted on our Facebook page.  
 
All donations received for your ad will help support our school, which has had reduced revenue/enrollment 
due to the pandemic.  As always,  thank you for your support. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=manger+clip+art+free&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=manger+clip+art+free&sc=2-20&sp=-1&sk=


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

August Berger ~ 11/1 

Joseph Grappone ~ 11/2 

Steven Kessler ~ 11/2 

Emerson Lacasse ~ 11/3 

Christopher Marino ~ 11/3 

Kevin Ocker ~ 11/3 

Eric O'Connor ~ 11/3 

Christopher Berger ~ 11/4 

Elizabeth Berry ~ 11/5 

Madison Roehrig ~ 11/6 

Dee Ann Grappone ~ 11/8 

Ruth Winnes ~ 11/8 

Stephanie Brienza ~ 11/9 

Harrison Bruno ~ 11/9 

Briana Conforti ~ 11/10 

Tristan Carpenter ~ 11/11 

Kayleigh Savarese ~ 11/11 

Gerry Bergold ~ 11/13 

Blake Olsen-LeDonne ~ 11/13 

Avery Rausch ~ 11/14 

John Beers ~ 11/15 

Mary Bonano ~ 11/15 

Corinna Fazio ~ 11/15 

Layla Fazio ~ 11/15 

Reo Sawada ~ 11/15 

Bobby Stainkamp ~ 11/15 

Nancy Tucker ~ 11/15 

Stella Maron ~ 11/17 

Melissa Saueracker ~ 11/17 

Tabitha Berry ~ 11/18 

Austin Carrieri ~ 11/18 

Thomas Genovese ~ 11/18 

Sue Curran ~ 11/19 

Christine Dondero ~ 11/21 

Erik Hansen ~ 11/21 

Leigha Jansky ~ 11/21 

Loretta Ruff ~ 11/21 

Helen Gscheidle ~ 11/22 

Candace Haney ~ 11/22 

Anna Raymond ~ 11/22 

Marieline Strauhs ~ 11/23 

Brooke Murphy ~ 11/24 

Ed Indellicati ~ 11/25 

Katrina Lindenfeld ~ 11/25 

Ethan Mulada ~ 11/26 

Olivia Mulada ~ 11/26 

Ross Fazio ~ 11/27 

Noah Brophy ~ 11/28 

Emily DeGennaro* ~ 11/28 

Ryan McGowan ~ 11/28 

Danielle Kovel ~ 11/30 

Matthew & Alison Goodman ~ 2 years on 11/2 

John & Ellen Bird ~ 58 years on 11/3 

Andrew & Loré Kachianos ~ 21 years on 11/6 

Mike & Terry Micchio ~ 31 years on 11/10 

Stephanie & Derik Jahn ~ 1 year on 11/10 

Mary Jo & Scott Blackmon ~ 5 years on 11/15 

Anniversary  
Blessings! 



 

 



 

 

Robert Andrew Haupt 

Born Oct.  24th, 2020 at 8:20pm 

7 lbs.  15 oz., 20 1/2” long  

 

Son of Andrew & Christie 

Grandson of Gail & Stephen 

Nephew of Evan, Alison 

and Michael Haupt 

 

Please join us in  

thanking God for the gift of life! 

Tabitha Jane Berry was baptized on October 18. 

Wendy Gray Kessler was baptized on  

her parents’ first anniversary,  October 11 



 

 Mia & Joseph Brienza 

Isabelle Moran 

Declan & James Jansky 

Charlotte Leblond 



 

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE GRIEVING: The family and friends of Suzanne Beers, Dorothy Bauer, Dorothy 

Bennett, Maureen Cooke (Maureen’s mother in law), Amanda Hagel, Lisbeth Heiner;  John Jens, Barbara Meeker, and 
Rodney Schabel. 

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING  John Aarnio (Elisa Carr’s father), Mel Able 

& family (Catherine Olsen’s friend), Linda Allan (Koenig family friend), Ariana (Susan      
Ferraro’s friend), Norma Arandez (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Pat   Ballard (Reverend Dale Carr), 
John Baierlein (Deb Steinhilber’s brother), Chris Balos, Alex, Derek & Stanley Bartkow,  
Carolyn Bayerkohler, Marilyn Benner, Mary Bennett Petersen, Elaine Benvenuto (Pastor 
Olsen’s friend), Joe & Carol Berardino, Martha & Tom Berardino, Grace Berry, John 
Binsfeld (Benner family friend), Alison E. Bird, Ellen Bird, Miriam & Paul Bistany (Grappone 
family friend), Emily Brandi (Wakefield family friend), Laura Brandt (Thomas family friend), 

Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s relative),  Christian Brooks, John Brooks, Mary Beth Cammarata & family, Erik Buck (Paul 
Wenger’s Godson), Johanna Campion (Emmy Quartraro’s S friend) Patricia Cannata, Matthew Cardall (John Bird’s    
relative), Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Marie Cavaliere (Olsen relative), Vita Cirinicionne (Grappone family 
friend), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Amanda Conco (Grappone family friend), Terrance Connelly (Wakefield 
family neighbor), the Comisso family (Nancy Long’s friends), Maya Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), Andy 
Cooper, Frank Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), Ellen Cote, Lorraine Crosby, Chris Cucci, Awilda Delgado 
(Guillermina Santos’s niece), Lois Cox (Mary Petersen’s friend), Claudia DeMauro, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s 
relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Lorraine Duffy, Chris Dukat & family (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Steven Dux 
(Irma Carlson’s nephew), Theresa Eby (Mary Oliveto’s   relative), Dilliana Edwards, Emile, Alfred Engel, Francine & Leo 
Fakler (Ed Indellicati’s in-laws), Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Susan, Alice & Anthony Ferraro, Margaret Fiedler, 
Pat Fiedler, Marcelle Figlo, Danny Fink, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister), Maria Garrett & the Hall family, Jackie 
Gentner, Gloria & Bob, Jessica Gomes (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Ray Gorka, Katelyn Gregorie (Grappone family friend),    
Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Nicky Hassett 
(Donna Hickey’s friend), Diane Helmers, Katherine Hill, George Hirn, Jessica, Jim & Cheryl Hendricks (Chrissi Canino’s 
relative), John Hulver, Yuna Jin, Joanna (Meridith Moran’s friend), Arlene Keller (Cacchioli family friend), Susie Klemm 
(Bruno family), Myung Sook Ko (GSL School  Teacher Esther’s sister), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family, Nancy Kuck 
(Wenger family friend), Angie LaBarbera, Heather Rose Landry, Carol Larson (Bob Rickmeyer’s sister), Barbara LaValle 
(Sue Devine’s friend), Charles & Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s uncle & father), Lila (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Lindsay 
(Marc Ferraro’s friend), John Lisco (Vanessa Bigam’s father), Madeline LoCuercio (Patrice Sessa’s friend), Angel,      
Christopher & Marie Lorch, Loretta & Susan (Maureen Cooke’s friends), Ronda Luna (Guillermina Santos’s brother), 
Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend), Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), James Madden, Ron Maisch, Jean Maioli-
ca (Vickie Milhim’s sister), Virginia Marshall (Sue Devine’s friend), Jean Mason, Gail McCoy (Susan Wakefield’s friend), 
Joseph McKie (Jame Lowe’s Brother in Law), Laura Merlino (Lisa Cacchioli’s sister), Madison Milo (Ann Roerdan & Terry 
Miccio’s friend), Patricia Mistretta, Christine Moeller (Brittany Thomas-Wanko’s friend), Maryellen Moyse, Richard 
Murphy (Mary Ann’s son), Rose Mary Noll,  Ursula Nouza (Huntington Hills), Vito  Oliva (Park Brothers), Jennifer & Olaf 
Olsen, Teresa Ratkowski, Bob Rickmeyer, Andrew Rober, Justin Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), Stephanie Rogers 
(Ferrara family friend), Selma Rosen (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Barbara Russo (Susan Ferraro’s friend), George Sauerack-
er, Nicole & Elena Savage (Jeff & Susan Wakefield’s daughter & granddaughter), Betty Ann Scarola (Doug Petersen’s 
friend),  Herb Schaefer (Mary Petersen’s friend),  Bill Schulz (JoAnn’s son), JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona, Craig Schumacker 
(Elaine Mark’s relative), Patrice Sessa, Danna Sgambati,   Kenny Skrypek (McGowan family friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie 
Garcia’s sister), Arliene Simonson (John Bird’s sister), David Sommermeyer (Marge Wenger’s brother in law), Ed 
Strauhs, Raymond Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Dr. John Stroup (Doug Petersen’s friend), Debbie Tassi (Denise Do-
nitz’s sister), Dorothy Turaukas, Jerry Tavolott (Terry Miccio’s relative), Richie Taylor (Ann Rickmeyer’s friend), Lauren 
Teresa (Lisa Olsen’s friend), Melanie Thicks (Marilyn Benner’s niece), Brittany Thomas, the Thomas family, Paul & Tim 
Thompson (Lisa Olsen’s relative), Tori & family (Karen Faucera’s friend), Nancy Tucker, Barbara Tung, Dorothy           
Turaukas, Domenick Tuozzo, Kathy Van Driessche, Mary Vassallo (Chandra Jorree’s friend), Ralph Wahl (Alice             
Vorstadt’s relative), Jeff Wakefield, Samantha Wegner (Patricia Cannata’s relative), Derek Zacchino, Alan Zeller (James 
Lowe’s colleague), Julia, Pat, Jennifer & Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands). 

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE: Matthew Beers (Army), Keith & Kyle Calderone (Army), Lt. Col. Thomas Ludwig 

(Army), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Robert Saueracker & COL Philip Sounia. 



 

 

 Emerging Adulthood, defined as 18-25 years of age, is a critical juncture in development that sets 
the stage for the transition into adulthood and independent living (Arnett, 2000). In the last several         
decades, the societal expectations for emerging adults has changed dramatically. Previously, these years 
included developmental milestones like leaving the parental home, acquiring a full time job, getting         
married, becoming a parent and assuming independent living.   

 Currently, the young adult is encouraged to embrace all the possibilities of what life might become 
and take their time figuring it all out! This shift has resulted in a prolonged dependence on their family of 
origin. This delay has been accompanied by a more intense, highly involved style of parenting that exists 
longer than any other generation to date (Furstenberg, 2015).  

A common source of tension in most families is the continued financial dependence, whether it is 
college tuition, car insurance or the cell phone bill! It is estimated, that parents have shifted their greatest 
spending on their children during emerging adulthood (Kornich & Furstenberg, 2020). Ultimately, the final 
measure of parenting is launching your child into independent living, but this prolonged support impacts 
parental retirement. Keep in mind, there is no scholarship for retirement.  For most parents today, due to 
many factors (economic, pandemic, career preparation), launching their young adult is taking longer and is 
more expensive than expected! 

It leaves many parents asking the question on all levels, – “how much am I supposed to help my 
grown up child?” Do I give them money, do I help write a college paper, do I run their errands etc.? It seems 
that figuring out a healthy balance is a critical and complex task. 

Some thoughts to consider while determining the “right amount of parenting”:   
 

 Parents have a role to play in the emotional development of their young adult 
and continued guidance from parents is linked to positive outcomes. 

 Parents offering assistance and willingness to discuss career options is helpful 
and linked to better young adult choices. 

 Parenting that limits young adult autonomy interferes with college success, 
and the development of solid decision making skills.  

 Overparenting can immobilize the young adult by creating dependence and an 
unwillingness to take initiative.  

 A never ending level of financial support can impede the development of the 
self- control needed to attain and budget money successfully.  

 Most importantly, keep the dialogue open and recognize their developmental 
need for autonomy as you assume the most helpful role.  

 
 
 
Betty Geiling counsels children, teens, adults, couples and families.  To set an appointment with her or with 
any of our counselors or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. For safety, all sessions are       
currently provided using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform. 

The Right Amount of Help For Our Young Adult Children? 

By Elizabeth Geiling, MSED, LMHC 

UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 2020 

  

WITH COUNSELING SITES LOCATED IN: 

NASSAU  SUFFOLK  MANHATTAN  QUEENS  WESTCHESTER 
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