
 

 

 

 

As Good 

Shepherd 

experiences its 

pastoral 

transition, it is 

an ideal time 

to revisit the 

Pentecostal 

beginnings of 

the church for 

inspiration and 

guidance. 

 Following Firelight  
 
 We remember the Day of Pentecost as the day a violent wind came down from heaven 
with divided tongues in a fiery blaze upon the disciples. Fire can serve as a beacon of light and 
the warmth of protection from those who might seek to harm us. The Holy Spirit, as Jesus 
proclaimed, had descended upon the disciples using fire’s glow to lead them forward in 
ministry. The day is traditionally remembered as the birth of the new church. The church is 
called upon to sustain the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 The liturgical color for the Day of Pentecost is red to symbolize the inspiring flames of 
the Holy Spirit. But the color for the remaining season of Pentecost—the most extended period 
of the church calendar—is green, which reflects growth. We now enter the green season,    
coinciding with the summer's agricultural growing season. 
 The Acts of the Apostles details the Pentecost’s connection with the beginning of the 
church. The evangelist Luke first wrote about the ministry in his Gospel and then followed up 
with his second chapter, Acts, about the early church. 
 We study The Acts of the Apostles to remind us of the Holy Spirit’s presence during the 
early, challenging days of the church. We look at the experiences and mission of our faith’s   
ancestors as examples of how we should continue to proclaim God’s message and intentions. 
As Good Shepherd experiences its pastoral transition, it is an ideal time to revisit the             
Pentecostal beginnings of the church for inspiration and guidance. 
 This year, as we observe the Day of Pentecost on June 5, we celebrate three confirma-
tion students, Ryan Carey, Luca Pecora, and Josef Saueracker, affirming their baptismal vows at 
the Rite of Confirmation. These young gentlemen represent the new leaders of today’s church, 
and we pray the Holy Spirit will guide them in their ministry in the world’s mission field. Allow 
them to grow along with all of our disciples in the coming Pentecost Season. 
 During the summer months, in an effort to keep in touch with our call to be church 
leaders, we will concentrate on Act’s attention to the early church leaders.  Our attention to this 
topic will foster greater appreciation and focus on the church’s role as we journey through the 
process to call a new pastor. This month, on June 22, our congregation is asked to review and 
adopt a Congregational Ministry Profile that will set parameters for our path forward. Our  
president, Ellen Benson, will share more information about this matter in her message. 
 Good Shepherd will also feature scriptural readings from Acts to point our attention to 
the church’s role and our vision for the future. Rev. Dr. Matthew Skinner of Luther Seminary, a 
New Testament scholar and expert theologian on the Books of Acts, has graciously offered to 
assist me in developing a “Faith in Transition” theme worship program for the upcoming      
summer months. During the ten weeks (Fourth of July weekend to Labor Day weekend),       
worship will feature a lesson from the Book of Acts on the early church. 
 We pray you will join us as we journey through Acts in remembering the early church 
and preparing for our church’s future ministry. 

Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Marc 
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Thank you 

for yet another 

wonderful year 

allowing me 

to help  

your children 

grow and learn.  

Dear Friends and Families of Good Shepherd,  
 
 June is always a feeling of mixed emotions as we say goodbye to our Pre-K friends 
and yet we are so excited for their amazing journey ahead. We wish them nothing but the 
best as they fly high into kindergarten knowing all their shapes, colors, letters but, most              
importantly, having a sense of independence that will last a lifetime! 
 These last several months have been filled with many calendar events, and now is 
the time to celebrate our children at their Moving-Up and Pre-K Graduation ceremonies 
which will be held on June 15th & 16th at 6:00pm.  
 The summer months are almost here. Our SPLASH program is the place to be for the 
ultimate fun experience. We have planned a summer full of fun activities and hands-on 
experiences for children ages two and up. Please call the office for more information.  
 Thank you for yet another wonderful year allowing me to help your children grow 
and learn.  
       God bless you all. 

Warmest Regards,  
 
 

Vanessa Bigam 
School Director 

 

Our mission is to provide a Christ-centered environment in which we 

guide our children socially, spiritually, intellectually, and physically. 

Dear Members of Good Shepherd, 
 
I think most of you know by this time that we have started to disseminate copies of our 
Mission Profile. They will be sent electronically to most members and by traditional mail 
for anyone who does not have access to email. They will also be in the back of the 
church for members to pick up. Our Transition Team has worked hard to pull this        
document together. The team, headed by Rich Benson, included Paula Eoanidis, Shirley 
Erland, Inara Hirn, Carol Koenig, George Milhim, Loretta Ruff, and Susan Wakefield. This 
was not an easy task, and I am very grateful to this very talented and dedicated group of 
our members. It was not easy to capture the essence of our wonderful church on paper, 
but it is now complete. However, this document is meaningless until it is approved by 
the congregation. Our congregational council approved it at our May meeting, and we 
have scheduled a congregational meeting for June 22, 2022. If the congregation           
approves the Mission Site Profile on the 22nd, it will be sent to the synod for posting on 
their website for interested pastoral candidates seeking a call to get a sense of who we 
are.  This all sounds like a very human-driven endeavor, and it has been; but we cannot 
forget the very important  role that our God plays in this process. None of this would be 
possible except for God’s presence at Good Shepherd and with each one of us. Please 
continue to pray for discernment of God’s will as we move forward in this process. I pray 
that many of you will join us on June 22, 2022 for this extremely important meeting.  

Blessings, 
 

Ellen Benson 
Church Council President  

 

Our congregational 

council approved our 

Mission Site Profile 

at our May meeting, 

and we have 

scheduled a 

congregational 

Zoom meeting for         

June 22, 2022, for our 

congregation to do 

the same.  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Madison Marie Montwill, Rae Gorka’s great grand-
daughter & Karen Gallagher’s granddaughter, was 
baptized on May 1.  Congratulations and blessings  
also to parents Kerry &  Robert. 

The O’Brien Family (Stacey, Kenneth, Meghan, 
and Timothy) thanks everyone at Good Shep-
herd for    welcoming Timothy and their family.  
Timothy was baptized on May 15 while Meghan 
was baptized also here at Good Shepherd a year 
to the day earlier on May 16. 

We are delighted to announce that Eric Faret has been 
called to be the pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in 
Clinton, MD, and will be ordained at Good Shepherd 
on Sunday, July 10, 2022, at 3:00 p.m. (this is an     
updated time since the printed version of our         
newsletter.)  
 
Please keep Pastor Faret and his wife, Lisa, in your 
prayers as they begin this new journey.  



 

 

  

 Judy Cooke graduated from Duquesne University of the Holy Spirit on May 14 with a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Secondary Education.   

 Grace Berry’s Great Granddaughter Tristan Phillips graduated from Indiana University School of Medicine 

on May 15 and is working at Community Heart and Vascular Hospital in Indianapolis.  

 John Cooke graduated Magna Cum Laude from Hofstra University on May 22 with a Bachelor of Business 

Arts Degree and is a Financial Products Analyst with  Bloomberg. 

BUSY BEES 

Sri Ani Achyuntuni 
Samantha Capodieci 
Riley Hare 
Inaaya Hossain 
Jayden Huang 
Peyton Lluberes 
Grace Luo 
Reina Ohashi 
Alexa Philip 
Aavir Singh 
LaLa Wen 
Harvey Wu 
Magnus Yu 

G 
OOD SHEPHERD 

LOVEBUGS 

Austin Bao 
Teagan Bristol 
Harleen Kaur 
Yuna Konno 
Micah Kuriakose 
Emma Lau 
Bridget May 
Hiroto Ogura 
Peter Pollatos 
Nicholas Richardson 
Kieran Siragusa 
Eita Watanabe 
Annabelle Xu 

 
 

Gerry & Nancy Bergold ~  28 years on 6/25 
Robert & Jadwiga Cutrone ~ 8 years on 6/7 

Christine & Andrew Haupt ~ 6 years on 6/25 
Galen & Mackenzie Jansky ~ 1 year on 6/5 

John & Vanessa Kelly ~ 1 year on 6/12 
Jason & Jessica Lorch ~ 1 year on 6/20 
Ron & Diane Maisch ~ 67 years on 6/5 

Stephen & Lauren Palazzolo ~ 3 years on 6/29 
Michael & Nicole Steinert ~ 9 years on 6/21 

Marcus & Cataryna Ubertini-Pitts ~ 5 years on 6/24 

Anniversary  
Blessings! 



 

 

Christine Adolphus ~ 6/30 
Su-Lynn Ang ~ 6/11 
Kristie Aug ~ 6/22 
Gregory Balos ~ 6/18 
Olivia Bamburger ~ 6/28 
Matthew Beers ~ 6/16 
Audrey Bodeker ~ 6/26 
Etienne Bouchard ~ 6/29 
Callum Bristol ~ 6/1 
Teagan Bristol ~ 6/25 
Annmarie Brown ~ 6/29 
Elizabeth Cammarata ~ 6/30 
Lynn Carlson ~ 6/9 
Fiona Clark ~ 6/24 
Daniel Collins ~ 6/8 
Stephen Contos ~ 6/15 
Dina DiGiorgo ~ 6/12 
Patricia Fiedler ~ 6/6 
Matthew Fox ~ 6/5 
Bonnie Gai ~ 6/30 
Lindsay Giacobbe ~ 6/17 
Prashanna Gurung ~ 6/25 
Galen Jansky ~ 6/18 
AJ Jin ~ 6/24 
Olivia Kokkinelis ~ 6/26 
Maximillian Ludewig ~ 6/21 
Lucas Martin ~ 6/4 

Jennifer Masone ~ 6/10 
Emily Miccio ~ 6/21 
Melissa Milhim ~ 6/26 
Giavanna Montelbano ~ 6/6 
Logan Moran ~ 6/20 
Lucas Morgan ~ 6/19 
Vickie Muller ~ 6/10 
Christopher Murphy ~ 6/20 
Kristopher Ocker ~ 6/11 
Luca Pecora ~ 6/14 
Stella Russo ~ 6/13 
George Saueracker ~ 6/20 
Jack Saueracker ~ 6/30 
Janet Schwaninger ~ 6/23 
Eileen Shapiro ~ 6/22 
Nagisa Shinagawa ~ 6/15 
Lola Staiano ~ 6/30 
Ann Steffens ~ 6/2 
Roy Steinhilber ~ 6/2 
Samantha Strack ~ 6/25 
Brittany Thomas ~ 6/24 
Christopher Vargas ~ 6/10 
Paul Wenger ~ 6/7 
Kaitlyn Whitenack ~ 6/12 
Hugh Whitenack, Jr. ~ 6/11 
Bill Wiegert ~ 6/26 



 

 

DATE SERVICE ASSISTING MINISTERS LECTOR USHERS 

June 5 
Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 
 

10:15 a.m. 
 

  

6:00 p.m.  Jazz 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
  

Deacon Marge Wenger 
Ronn Hall 

 
  

Deacon Marge Wenger 

 

  

 

  
Roger Mueller 

  

  
  

 Rich Benson 

Rich & Carol Koenig 
  

June 12 
Trinity Sunday 

8:00 a.m. 
   

10:15 a.m. 
  

6:00 p.m.  
Contemporary 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
  

Deacon Jim Blewett 

Anne Rickmeyer 
  

 Deacon Jim Blewett 

  
  

 Richard Benson 
 
  

  
 

Michael Hrubes 

Jim & Wendy Jansky 

June 19 
Second Sunday  

after Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 
   

10:15 a.m. 
  

6:00 p.m.  
Healing 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
  

Deacon Marge Wenger 
Bonnie McGowan 

  
 Deacon Jim Blewett  

  
  

Carol Koenig 
  
  

  
 

Dean & Annmarie Brown 

June 26 
Third Sunday  

after Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 
  

10:15 a.m. 
  

6:00 p.m.  
Contemporary 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
  

Deacon Marge Wenger 
Ronn Hall 

  
Deacon Marge Wenger 

 

 

Loretta Ruff 
  

 

 

Ron Maisch 
Bonnie McGowan 

  



 

 



 

 

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE: Matthew Beers (Army), Keith & Kyle 
Calderone (Army), Lt. Col. Thomas Ludwig (Army), Lt. Col. Paul 
Rickmeyer & Col. Philip Sounia 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE GREIVING: The family & friends 
of  Grace Berry & Peggy Paddock. 

John Aarnio (Elisa Carr’s father), Linda Allan (Koenig family friend), 

Frank Allecis (Mary Petersen’s friend), John Baierlein (Deb              

Steinhilber’s brother), Chris Balos, Alex, Derek & Stanley Bartkow, 

Vasilius Bouklas (Doug Petersen’s friend), Carolyn, Marilyn Benner, 

Mary Bennett Petersen, Joe & Carol Berardino, Joseph R. Berardino, 

Martha & Tom Berardino, Allison & Ellen Bird, Kathy Blewett, Emily 

Brandi (Wakefield family friend), Cassie Bonner (Wenger family 

friend), Laura Brandt (Thomas family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry     

Miccio’s relative), John Brooks, Glen Cacchioli, Mary Beth Cammarata 

& family, Johanna Campion (Emmy Quartraro’s friend), Patricia     

Cannata, Matthew Cardall (John Bird’s relative), Alison Carey, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Justin Carroll (Bonnie 

McGowan’s friend), Lillian Carson, Terrance Connelly (Wakefield family neighbor), Maya Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s 

relatives), Frank Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), Ellen Cote, Lorraine Crosby, Kevin Cummins (Doug Petersen’s friend), 

Teresa Dechen (Maisch family friend) Awilda Delgado (Guillermina Santos’s niece), Claudia DeMauro, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue 

Wakefield’s relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), Aidan Duver (Barbara Nelson’s friend), Lorraine Duffy, Steven 

Dux (Irma Carlson’s nephew), Theresa Eby (Mary Oliveto’s relative), Jeff Eisele, Francine Fakler (Ed Indellicati’s mother-in-law), 

Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Alice, Anthony, Jennifer & Susan Ferraro, Pat Fiedler, Marcelle Figlo, Danny Fink, Andrew 

Gai (Bonnie’s son), Karen Garbowski (Roger Mueller’s friend), Maria Garrett & the Hall family, Gloria & Bob, Ray Gorka, Frank 

Gulotta (Sue Devine’s friend), Helen Gscheidle, Jane Hahn (Wenger family friend), Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harri-

son (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Nicky Hassett (Donna Hickey’s friend), Diane Helmers, Katherine 

Hill, George Hirn, Jessica, Jim & Cheryl Hendricks (Chrissi Canino’s relative), the Jachowdik family (Dean & Annmarie Brown’s 

daughter), Ann Jaffe (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Yuna Jin, Joanna (Meridith Moran’s friend), Ginger Johnson (Sue Devine’s 

friend), Mari Jordan (Denise & Patrice’s friend), Irene Karattinger (Roger Mueller’s friend), Arlene Keller (Cacchioli family 

friend), Susie Klemm (Bruno family), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family, Alyce Korte (Marge Wenger’s sister), Jimmy       

Kramer, Kurt Langjahr, Angie & Peter LaBarbera, Heather Rose Landry, Carol Larson (Bob Rickmeyer’s sister), Lauren & Baby 

Emerson, Barbara LaValle (Sue Devine’s friend), Charles & Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s uncle & father), Lila (Lorraine Duffy’s 

friend), Lindsay (Marc Ferraro’s friend), Alfia Livaccari (Joan Vanecek’s friend), Madeline LoCuercio (Patrice Sessa’s friend), 

Angel, Phil, Christopher & Marie Lorch, Janet Lottes (Wenger family friend), the Love & McCartin families (Benson family 

friends), Lucia (Bonnie McGowan’s friend), Ronda Luna (Guillermina  Santos’s brother), Viena Ludewig, Ron Lupi (Meyer family 

friend), Ava Machuka & family (Domenick Tuozzo’s great granddaughter), James Madden, Uca Mahmet (Koenig family friend), 

Jean Mason, Gail McCoy (Susan Wakefield’s friend), Heidi & Jake McCreedy (Liz & Dick Carr’s daughter & grandson), Reverend 

James & Janice McDaniels (Naomi Hulver’s friends), Joseph McKie (Jame Lowe’s Brother in Law), Mindy & her family 

(DeMauro family friend), Christine Moeller (Brittany Thomas-Wanko’s friend), Dorothy Morris (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Roger 

& Rose Ann Mueller, Richard Murphy (Mary Ann’s son), Nicholas (Sue Ferraro’s nephew), Noel (Bonnie McGowan’s friend), 

Ursula Nouza (Huntington Hills), Janice Pekarek, Joe Personelli (Bonnie McGowan’s friend), Thomas D. Peterson (Gisela Con-

forti’s cousin), Teresa Ratkowski,  Aiden Rausch,  Johanna Richman (Berardino family friend), Bob Rickmeyer, Phyllis Rocco, 

Stephanie Rogers (Ferrara family friend), Selma Rosen (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Barbara Russo (Susan Ferraro’s friend), George 

Saueracker, Nicole & Elena Savage (Jeff & Susan Wakefield’s daughter & granddaughter), Betty Ann Scarola (Doug Petersen’s 

friend), Bill Schulz (JoAnn’s son), JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona, Craig Schumacker (Elaine Mark’s relative), Patrice Sessa, Ariana & 

Danna Sgambati, Kenny Skrypek (McGowan family friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie Garcia’s sister), Sarah Silber, Arliene Simonson 

(John Bird’s sister), Arthur Sounia, Rachel Staiano (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Dr. John Stroup (Doug  Petersen’s friend), Raymond 

Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew),  Debbie Tassi (Denise Donitz’s sister), Jerry Tavolott (Terry Miccio’s relative), Richie Taylor (Ann 

Rickmeyer’s friend), Melanie Thicks (Marilyn Benner’s niece), Brittany  Thomas, the Thomas family, Tori & family (Karen Fau-

cera’s friend), Barbara Tung, Dorothy  Turaukas, Mahmet Uca (Koenig family friend), Kathy Van Driessche (Carol Koenig’s 

daughter), Mary Vassallo (Chandra Jorree’s friend), Nicole Virgil (Naomi Hulver’s friend), Alice Vorstadt, Ralph Wahl (Alice Vor-

stadt’s  relative), Jeff Wakefield, Ed Waldron, Samantha Wegner (Patricia Cannata’s relative), Warren Weigert, Hugh White-

nack, Anneliese, Brook, and Daniel Wenger, Jack Young (Bonnie McGowan’s friend), Derek Zacchino, Jennifer & Mary Alice 

(Genevieve’s Helping Hands).  

We are saddened to announce that 
Grace Berry, the last of our founding 
members, joined the Saints' Triumphant 
early on the morning of May 27, just 
three days shy of her 101st birth-
day.  Grace was actively involved in the 
life of Good Shepherd up and was a 
faithful counter until age 96. Please 

keep Grace's daughter, Sue Devine, nephew Kevin Ocker, 
and all of her family in your thoughts and prayers during 
this   difficult time. 



 

 



 

 

A codependent relationship is one in which a person, often unknowingly, exhibits 
learned behaviors that support or enable the other person’s addiction, under-
achievement, immaturity, or irresponsibility as a result of their own needs for personal 
approval, control or survival in an emotionally stressful family. During the 1980s,        
researchers recognized that addiction and dysfunction in the family can alter how       
individual members perceive the world around them. Before then, it was understood 
that alcoholics and addicts were self-destructive and needed help. However, the depth 
of damage done to other family members or the family system itself was generally not 

recognized as something to be considered in treatment.  
 Few professionals were trained to recognize the long-term effect of addiction on other family members. 
There was limited understanding of the nature of the generational progression of the disease or how        
genetics might be a predictor of alcohol abuse within families. 
 In 1981 Dr. Claudia Black wrote “It Will Never Happen To Me!”  This seminal work brought into            
consciousness and identified characteristics and behaviors that were common to adult children of             
alcoholics. This research began to clarify the long term consequences addiction had on the family itself. It 
supported treating all family members living with an addict. The research underscored that family members 
also needed individual treatment and group support to learn how to live an emotionally satisfying life. 
 In 1986 Melody Beattie wrote about codependency in her book “Codependent No More.”  People display 
codependent behaviors because they believe they are to blame for the behaviors of the addicts they love. 
They control the world around them by caring for others without regard for their own emotional needs. 
They often have difficulty establishing appropriate personal boundaries. If conflict develops in the relation-
ship, the caregiver often has limited understanding of how his own behaviors impact the relationship. 
 In 2009 Beattie wrote “The New Codependency.” She compares codependent behaviors as they affect 
today’s generation of people to those of their parents who became aware of their own codependency. She 
hypothesizes that people engaging in codependent behaviors today have a sense of “overentitlement, over-
protection and inflated self-esteem” rather than the attitude of deprivation and extreme self-sacrifice      
experienced by their parents. Unfortunately, codependency still affects families in an unhealthy way. 
 It must be recognized that alcoholism is a family disease. All members of the family must understand the 
nature of addiction and receive treatment in order for this intergenerational cycle to cease. Codependency 
is not a disease but a behavioral pattern that prevents people from interacting with one another in an    
emotionally healthy way. With the advent of exciting new brain research, the possibility for better treat-
ment and understanding of these issues is within sight.  
 
 
Janet Siry, LCSW, has extensive experience working with addicts and their families.  She also counsels chil-
dren, teens, couples and adults for many other issues. Janet was a pre-school teacher before receiving her 
LCSW. She has also worked as a school counselor.  You may read her bio on our website at https://lccny.org/
janet-siry/ 
 
Please visit our website at: www.lccny.org for more information.  
For a counseling appointment, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. All sessions are virtual. 

UPDATE FOR JUNE 2022 

  

 SECURE, VIRTUAL COUNSELING SESSIONS  

AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT  

Prepared especially for LCC Association Congregations & Schools 

CODEPENDENCY: A COMPANION TO ADDICTION 

            By Mrs. Janet Siry, LCSW, LCC Psychotherapist 

https://lccny.org/janet-siry/
https://lccny.org/janet-siry/
http://www.lccny.org

