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Chalk it Up 
 

 Christians are welcomed into the faith during Holy Baptism with these or similar words: 
“Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever.” Those markings serve as signs of our identity, and we can proudly wear the water 
and Word we received at baptism to identify ourselves as servants of Christ.  
 Many of our Jewish friends who follow traditional Rabbinic Judaism display a mezuzah on 
their doorposts or gates. These small decorative cases contain a small piece of parchment 
called a klaf, with a scriptural message. That message, The Shema, is the centerpiece of  Jew-
ish morning and evening prayer. The prayer title, Shema, is derived from the first word, trans-
lated as “hear.” The believers are to hear the message that God is their Lord and love God 
with all their heart, soul, and might. The reason the obedient Jews post the mezuzah is to 
maintain faithfulness to the prayer’s closing: “Write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates (Deuteronomy 6:9).” The door markings serve as part of their identities. 
 About twenty years ago, I had the privilege of visiting several emerging democratic   na-
tions that were formerly part of the Soviet bloc. When we got to Poland, I noticed chalked 
markings above the door frames of many homes that contained several letters, numbers, and 
symbols. It was apparent the markings were a type of identity, but I couldn’t figure out   ex-
actly what they were. When I inquired about their meaning, I learned about the Christian tra-
dition of door chalking practiced in many European communities. Chalking the Door is one of 
the Epiphany practices used to bless one’s home. In the former Eastern bloc nations, such as 
Poland, it was also used to brazenly identify their Christian faithfulness when the      govern-
ments encouraged atheism and antireligious practices.   
 Local priests or ministers would bless chalk on the Day of Epiphany. The faithful would 
then use the chalk when they returned home (or anytime during the Epiphany Season) to 
write on their doors or lintels with the chalk. The writing would reference the current year, 
such as 2023 for this year’s season. The example: 20+C+M+B+23. The numbers refer to the 
calendar year and the crosses to Christ. The letters symbolize the traditional names of the 
three magi that visited Jesus at the Epiphany, Caspar, Melchoir, and Balthazar. An alternative 
meaning of the letters is a Latin blessing, Christus mansionem benedicat (May Christ bless this 
house). 
 As we enter the Season of Epiphany, beginning on the Day of Epiphany, January 6th, I 
chalk up this European tradition, in case you are unfamiliar as I was. We begin the new year 
celebrating New Year’s Day. That day also marks the First Sunday of the Christmas Season. 
We invite you to remember your baptismal marking. You were sealed and signed with the 
cross of Christ forever. As a reminder, especially if you are struggling emotionally, physically, 
or spiritually during this holiday season, you are identified as part of the body of Christ. Join 
us for our “Blue Christmas” healing service on Sunday, January 1st, at 10:15 AM, and be 
blessed with your identity.  
 The Season of Epiphany carries us through the remainder of the month. Whether     cele-
brating your baptismal identity or markings on entranceways, you are also welcome to display 
your faith with us. Join us for worship! You can chalk it up to being a faithful Christian! 
 

Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Marc 
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Dear Families and Friends of Good Shepherd School: 
 

Happy New Year! Let’s welcome 2023 with open arms. May this new year bring 
you peace, prosperity, and good health. We are excited to kick off January with 
you and your children with a lot of fun and exciting things in store.  

This new year my personal goal is to enjoy every moment that I have 
with my family. Spending quality time with my children is most rewarding.  Read-
ing books together, doing arts and crafts, and playing board games are some ac-
tivities that are fun for my entire family.  The very best gift your child can receive 
is your time. May you slow down and concentrate on what matters most 
(family). Try to resist getting caught up on the hustle and bustle of everyday life. 
One important lesson I cannot emphasize enough is celebrating precious mo-
ments with your loved ones. January is a time to try out a new hobby. There is 
nothing better than to introduce new games and activities to your little ones.  

 Our dedicated teachers and administration are looking forward to all the 
activities and calendar events planned for the month of January. Some projects 
include learning about snow/snowmen, ice, winter animals, and learning all 
about hibernation. At this time our children will play new games and learn all 
about having fun in the winter months.  

I hope the New Year gives you a fresh start and to enjoy life to its fullest. 
Please continue to pray for the staff and families at Good Shepherd School.  
God bless you and your families, 

Peace and Blessings, 
 
 

Vanessa Bigam 
School Director 

Our staff had a terrific time celebrating Christmas  

at Natasha’s home on Friday, December 16. 
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Dear Members of Good Shepherd: 
 
 Happy New Year!  
 I can’t believe I am saying that. It seems like just yesterday we were decorating 
our church for Christmas. That was a nice event as members were all working together 
towards one goal, beautifying our sanctuary in preparation for our Christmas worship 
services. Some very patient and creative members did an excellent job fluffing up the 
tree behind the altar before it was decorated. Many other members took other jobs, and 
everything came together beautifully despite our concerns for our imperfect tree. The 
tree now looks lovely, if not a tiny bit crooked (depending where you are sitting) but still 
charming and evoking the excitement of celebrating the birth of our Savior.  
 Remember, conditions were also not perfect for the birth of the baby Jesus. As 
we all have known since our Sunday school days, “he was born in a manger with no crib 
for his bed.” But its imperfections made it perfect. I believe this humble beginning of our 
Lord reminds me that we are all imperfect humans trying to do our best. This includes 
everything we are doing to prepare for a new permanent minister. It’s definitely not a 
perfect system, and as humans we also bring all our flaws into the process. But,    some-
how, with prayer and guidance from Pastor Marc it’s all going to come together for our 
future together as a church. We are not perfect; nor is the system perfect and a bit frus-
trating at times, but it has put us on the path to finding our next minister.  
 We need to continue to work together and have faith in each other and in God 
to reach our goal of calling a permanent minister. When I get anxious about the      un-
certainty of our church’s future or any of life’s uncertainties, I find a quote from   Jeremi-
ah very comforting, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for wel-
fare and not evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  
 Again, Happy New Year!  

Blessings, 
 
 

Ellen Benson 

Matilda Loretta LaPoint  
12/10/2022; 7 lbs., 10 oz. 

Congratulations to parents Lauren & Tim 
Grandparents Pastor Ron and Karen Klose 

And Great Grandparents  
Fred & Loretta Ruff!  



 

 

 



 

 

A special mailbox in our school transported letters to Santa 
from our children and from Santa back to them. Below 
are some of the letters Santa told us he received. 



 

 

Our Butterflies & Tigers Classes held their annual Advent Program on the evening of 12/12, 

and our Lovebugs Class had theirs two evenings later on the 14th. 

Good Shepherd (Pastor Marc) & Faith Lutheran (Pastor Rebecca) 

alternated locations for each of our joint midweek Advent Prayer Services. And 

many thanks to Deacon Jim for filling in for both presiders on December 7th!  

Many thanks as well to our confirmation students who participated. 

Our Sunday School Students presented their 

Annual Christmas Pageant on 12/18 at the 10:15 a.m. worship. 

It’s forever on our YouTube channel, Our Shepherd Lives, if you missed it! 



 

 

Holly Tramontano ~ 1/1 
John Cooke ~ 1/2 
Judy Cooke ~ 1/2 
Gavin Jansky ~ 1/2 
Meridith Moran ~ 1/2 
Dean Brown ~ 1/4 
Viviana Gambino ~ 1/5 
David Leidy ~ 1/5 
Deborah Dexter ~ 1/6 
Bryan Gemmill ~ 1/6 
Lauren Sammon ~ 1/6 
Robert Sieloff ~ 1/7 
Carol Herbst ~ 1/8 
Esther Lee ~ 1/8 
Scott Maron ~ 1/8 
Alison Carey ~ 1/9 
Grayson Kies ~ 1/9 
Nancy Bergold ~ 1/10 
Liam Broggy ~ 1/11 

Asher Butler ~ 1/11 
Danielle DeFilippis ~ 1/11 
Austin Passolo ~ 1/11 
John Bird ~ 1/12 
Derik Jahn ~ 1/12 
Gabriella Ramirez ~ 1/12 
Aarin Sachar ~ 1/13 
Pietra Cabral ~ 1/13 
Bella Lindenfeld ~ 1/13 
Aiden Lovell ~ 1/13 
John Hulver ~ 1/14 
Logan Bellew ~ 1/15 
Robert Bellofatto ~ 1/16 
Lois Fassino ~ 1/16 
Evelyn Vargas ~ 1/17 
Ronald Maisch ~ 1/18 
Andrew Tsounis ~ 1/18 
Harper Craig ~ 1/19 
Abigail Chester ~ 1/19 
Raymond Sturz ~ 1/19 

Janet Banzer ~ 1/20 
Keegan McGowan ~ 1/20 
RoseAnn Mueller ~ 1/20 
Mary-Lynn Eisele ~ 1/21 
Cathy Vollono ~ 1/21 
Mikayla DiMartini ~ 1/22 
Allison Haupt ~ 1/22 
Sophia Ghazaryan ~ 1/22 
Annmarie Bellew ~ 1/23 
Scott Blackmon ~ 1/23 
Dick Carr ~ 1/23 
Luke Siederman ~ 1/23 
Liam Bruno ~ 1/24 
Aria Conforti ~ 1/24 
Angelo Russo ~ 1/24 
Christopher Bristol ~ 1/25 
Quinn Figlo ~ 1/25 
Ronn Hall ~ 1/25 
Jennifer Eslick ~ 1/26 
Bailey Smith ~ 1/26 
Joseph Gemelli ~ 1/27 
Aaron Uthup ~ 1/27 
Ava Filagrossi ~ 1/28 
Ava Sand ~ 1/28 
Timothy O'Brien ~ 1/29 
Eliana Siragusa ~ 1/29 
Thomas Lee ~ 1/30 
Michael Conforti ~ 1/31 
Yvonne Conforti ~ 1/31 
Nicole Tollefsen ~ 1/31 
 

 

Lauren & William Sammon ~ 1 year on 1/2 
Mary & Warren Wiegert ~ 41 years on 1/3 
Sara & William Bodeker ~ 19 years on 1/4 

Krysta & Ross Fazio ~ 7 years on 1/6 
Stephanie & Greg Boyd ~ 3 years on 1/30 

On December 22, congregant Chris Balos 

joined our Father in Heaven after a five-year 

battle with blastoma.  Please keep Chris’ 

wife Nancy and children Nicholas, Gregory, 

Meghan & Jessica, his parents, and all his 

family and friends in your thoughts and 

prayers. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

DATE SERVICE 
ASSISTING 

MINISTERS 
LECTOR USHERS ALTAR CARE 

January 1 

First Sunday  

After Christmas 

 

10:15 a.m. 

 

Deacon Jim Blewett 

 

Please Volunteer 

 

Please Volunteer 

 

Please Volunteer 

January 8 

Epiphany/Baptism of  

our Lord 

8:00 a.m. 

  

10:15 a.m. 

Deacon Jim Blewett 

  

Ronn Hall 

 

 

Kim Whitenack 

 

 

Sue Devine, Donna Hickey 

& Carol Koenig 

 

 

Terry Miccio & 

Diane Maisch 

January 15 

Second Sunday 

After the Epiphany 

 

8:00 a.m. 
  

10:15 a.m. 

 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
  

Terry Miccio 

  

  

Loretta Ruff 

  

  

Ron Maisch,  

Bonnie McGowan &  

Rich Benson 

 

 

JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona 

& Mary Oliveto 

January 15 

Third Sunday 

After the Epiphany 

 

8:00 a.m. 
  

10:15 a.m. 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
  

Marge Wenger 
Dean Brown 

Dean & Annmarie Brown 

Carol Koenig 
Marge Wenger 

January 15 

Fourth Sunday 

After the Epiphany 

 

8:00 a.m. 
  

10:15 a.m. 

Deacon Jim Blewett 
 

Bonnie McGowan 
Richard Benson 

Sue Devine, Donna Hickey 

& Ron Maisch 
Bonnie McGowan 


