
 

 

 

And they clothed 

him in a purple 

cloak; and after 

twisting some 

thorns into a 

crown, they put  

it on him.  

And they began 

saluting him, 

"Hail, King  

of the Jews!"  

(Mark 15:17-18) 
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A Pastor's Lenten Confession 
 

 The Lenten journey encourages us to look inward, be retrospective, and honestly ask God 
to help us grapple with our inner fears and shortcomings. As part of my own Lenten, I thought 
I would confess one of my most pressing, although not overly serious, anxieties in ministry: 
children. Specifically, it is the interaction with our beloved youngsters during our liturgy's   
children's moment. It is always unpredictable. 
 I should have paid closer attention to Art Linkletter's "House Party" radio and television 
program that was widely popular from 1945 – 1969. On that variety/talk show, the host    
encouraged spontaneity. Linkletter's most remembered segment was "Kids Say the Darndest 
Things." Over the years, he interviewed more than 23,000 children between the ages of five 
and ten and graciously received their unfettered, mostly hilarious responses. I loved watching 
this segment, and perhaps it should have prepared me to expect the unexpected each time I 
sat down with the adorable kids in front of the altar for a religious chat. 
 Sermon preparation is hard work. A preacher engages in deep prayer, delves deeply into 
scriptural interpretation, and concentrates on the Holy Spirit's guidance in making the pulpit 
message about Christ relative to daily life. It can be stressful, but truthfully, for this preacher 
it is the most spiritual and rewarding experience I have each week. However, not so much 
with the kid's message! Each week, as I wander up and down the aisles of the Dollar Tree  
discount store, searching for the perfect gift to present to our little ones to connect them to 
God and the day's message, I am filled with anxiety. Will they make the connection? More 
frightening is trying to anticipate their responses in our dialogue. 
 Now in the Lenten Season, I am reminded of my kids' Q&A on the First Sunday in Lent 
during my first call at Faith Lutheran Church in Syosset. At that time, I sat down in front of the 
altar with the children around me and asked them why I was wearing purple. My Lenten  
chasuble (a vestment that remains a treasured ordination gift from Ann Ocker) displayed the 
color of the new church season. Immediately, a little hand politely shot up in the air with 
pleas that I call on him to answer. I obliged and was confidently told, "You want to look like 
Barney the Dinosaur!" Then, to the delight of the faithful assembled, many spontaneously 
burst into the children's show "Barney & Friends" song, "I Love You." Yes, kids say the 
darndest things! 
 Thankfully, the nickname "Pastor Barney" waned long before we reached Holy Week. So 
did the purple complexion on my face when my little friend made that reference. Yet purple 
remains the liturgical color of the season of Lent. 
 Purple is rich in symbolism. It was initially associated with royalty because the dye was 
expensive. It was used to insult Jesus when Pontius Pilate placed a purple robe on him and 
called him "King of the Jews."  
 And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they 
put it on him. And they began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" (Mark 15:17-18) 
 The church codified the liturgical seasonal colors in 1570 following the Council of Trent. In 
the Season of Lent, when we journey toward the cross with Jesus, our king, we display purple 
to remind us of his passion. Thus, purple symbolizes pain, suffering, mourning, and penitence. 
 This Lenten Season, return to our Lord. Bring Christ all your anxieties, fears, and worries. 
And if it helps, bring a little purple into your hearts, hum the dinosaur's signature song, "I love 
you, you love me…" 

Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Marc 



 

 

 

Our mission is 

to provide a 

Christ-centered 

environment in 

which we guide 

our children 

socially, 

spiritually, 

intellectually, 

and physically. 
 

Dear Friends and Families of Good Shepherd:  
 

I can hardly believe that spring is just around the corner. We welcome 
spring with open arms!  The weather at this time of year is all about layering 
clothes.  Here in New York we experience spring and summer all in one season. 
When I think of spring, I think of new life and growth.  The children of Good 
Shepherd will get to enjoy exploring our beautiful campus during nature walks 
and at recess time. This will be a nice change as we head into the spring      
weather.   

March is a wonderful time to celebrate many things including National     
Nutrition Month, Read Across America Day, and Dr. Seuss’s birthday. During this 
month, the children will learn about healthy foods and eating foods all colors of 
the rainbow. The children will also get a chance to read their favorite books in 
class with their teachers and friends. In addition to all of that, we have exciting 
plans to celebrate and honor Dr. Seuss’s work the entire month of March. We 
have many fun activities planned such as crafts, games, and story book readings.  
“The more that you read, the more you will know”- Dr. Seuss 

 We are looking forward to spirit week beginning March 13th through 
March 17th.    We are excited to wear our favorite character/costume, wear rock 
and roll gear, SPLASH into Summer, crazy hair day, and ending the week           
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day wearing green.  

Spring is a lovely reminder of how beautiful change can be. Please continue 
to pray for the staff, children, and families of Good Shepherd.  

God bless, 
 
 

Vanessa Bigam 
School Director 



 

 

I know we are 

all very anxious 

for a permanent 

minister and are 

getting a bit 

impatient, but I 

have to believe 

the process is 

meaningful for 

the  future of 

Good Shepherd.  

Dear Members of Good Shepherd: 
 
 Welcome to March! March is a tricky month. We often hear the quote regarding 
March weather, “If March comes in like a lion, it will go out like a lamb.” Well...maybe 
sometimes.  As this winter as been quite lamb-like it’s hard to imagine a lion-like         
beginning for this March. March is kind of an interim month, kind of temporary weather, 
somewhat winter-like with hints of the spring to come. It could also be somewhat       
interim, temporary, holding us together until April when there truly is a sense of better 
weather on the horizon.  
 I’m sure you know where I’m headed with this as we at Good Shepherd are in 

our interim phase of the call process. Pastor Marc is guiding us through this period which 
will bring us to the actual call. I know we are all very anxious for a permanent minister and 
are getting a bit impatient, but I have to believe the process is meaningful for the  future of 
Good Shepherd. We are blessed as we have had a permanent interim minister which 
affords us some comfort and ensures the viability of our day-to-day ministry. Permanent 
interim is kind of  contradictory but does describe our present situation. And, of course, 
our faith assures us it’s all going to work out as it is meant to.  
 Pastor Marc affirms our faith by providing our wonderful worship services as well 
as providing direction in all areas of our church’s life. This is paramount to the stability and 
sustainability of our congregation. Please continue to pray for Pastor Marc, each other, our 
lay leadership, and staff as we continue to move  forward in this time of transition. 

  
Blessings, 

 
 

Ellen Benson 
Church Council President 

DATE SERVICE 
ASSISTING 

MINISTERS 
LECTOR 10:15 A.M. USHERS ALTAR CARE 

March 5 

Second Sunday 

Of Lent 

 

8:00 a.m. 

 10:15 a.m. 

 

Deacon Jim Blewett 

Anne Rickmeyer 

  

  

Roger Mueller 

  

  

Rich Benson  

Carol & Rich Koenig 

  

  

JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona 

March 12 

Third Sunday 

Of Lent 

 

8:00 a.m. 

 10:15 a.m. 

  

 

Deacon Jim Blewett 

 Terry Miccio 

  

  

Alan Jin 

  

  

Dean & Annmarie Brown 

  

 

Terry Miccio &  

Diane Maisch 

March 19 

Fourth Sunday 

Of Lent 

8:00 a.m. 

10:15 a.m. 

 

Deacon Jim Blewett 

Marge Wenger  

  

  

  

Irma Carlson 

  

  

George & Inara Hirn 

 

Anne Rickmeyer 

March 26 

Fifth Sunday 

8:00 a.m. 

 10:15 a.m. 

Deacon Jim Blewett 

Bonnie McGowan 

 

Kim Whitenack 

Sue Devine &  

Donna Hickey 
Bonnie McGowan 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Naomi & John Hulver ~ 11 years on 3/24 

Patty Larson ~ 3/2 
River Ubertini-Pitts ~ 3/2 
Robert Eslick ~ 3/3 
Alessandro Gelsomino ~ 3/3 
Declan Jansky ~ 3/4 
Mackenzie Jansky ~ 3/4 
Owen Kessler ~ 3/4 
Nicole Steinert ~ 3/4 
Mary Jo Blackmon ~ 3/5 
Madelyn Lee ~ 3/5 
Lars Olsen ~ 3/5 
Brian Roerden ~ 3/5 
Fred Ruff ~ 3/5 
Maryann Murphy ~ 3/6 
Erika Jurik ~ 3/8 
Ashley Haupt ~ 3/9 
William Tramontano ~ 3/9 
Katalina Paterakis ~ 3/9 
Sarah Beers ~ 3/11 
Daniel Wenger ~ 3/11 
Colette Lee ~ 3/12 
Lori DeFilippis ~ 3/13 
Michael Walsh ~ 3/13 
Luciana Hoyos ~ 3/14 
Karen McBride ~ 3/14 
Emma LeBlond ~ 3/15 
Hope Donitz ~ 3/16 

Shane Savarese ~ 3/16 
Christina Uzzo ~ 3/16 
Liam Loo ~ 3/18 
Matt Wiegert ~ 3/18 
Michelle Maron ~ 3/19 
Joanna Mathew ~ 3/20 
Arth Dewan ~ 3/20 
Isabelle Chiu ~ 3/20 
Allie Olanick ~ 3/20 
Michael Curry ~ 3/21 
Bani Bedi ~ 3/22 
Melina Oliva ~ 3/22 
Madison Gresser ~ 3/22 
Donna Hickey ~ 3/23 
Michael Raymond ~ 3/23 
Glen Schabel ~ 3/23 
Lilli Schulz ~ 3/24 
Madison Carey ~ 3/25 
Michael Haupt ~ 3/25 
Kerri Dugan ~ 3/26 
Carol Koenig ~ 3/28 
Jennifer Sturz ~ 3/28 
Jonathan Uzzo ~ 3/28 
Nicole DeFilippis ~ 3/29 
David Wenger ~ 3/29 
Amelia Kokkinelis ~ 3/30 
Susan Devine ~ 3/31 
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