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DECEMBER 2023 Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

NEWSLETTER [invite you to join me in throwing the devil out of Good Shepherd.
This is what, with God's help, we all need to be about. For the last
six months or so, we have allowed the devil to have a field day in
bringing dissension and pain to our wonderful church family. It must
stop, or the future of Good Shepherd will be in jeopardy.

A couple camg to

Bethlghem, gxpeeting

child, they searched I am asking every member of our church to do these three things:
the inn, to find a place

for You werg coming L. Pray for Good Shepherd every day, the same as you do for members

soon. of your own family.
~ 2. Commit to God that you will worship the Lord each and every

There was no room for week. Our Lord both desires and deserves our weekly worship - and

them to stay, so in a we need to receive Holy Communion.

manggr filled with hag, 3. Practice the C“hrlstl'an virtues of love and forgwengss. In the Lord's
prayer we pray, "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us." If we expect God to forgive us, we must also
forgive one another.

God's only Son was
born, oh Hallglujah |

Because of earlier commitments to other churches, I cannot lead
worship at Good Shepherd immediately. I will be at Good Shepherd
on January 7th and 2lst. In February and March, I will be with you
every week and throughout Holy Week and Easter. I am very much
looking forward to greeting you personally.

[ know You camg to
rescug me, this baby
boy would grow to be,
a man and ong day dig
for meg and you. My

sins would drive the One more important thing: I would like you and every member to
nails in You, that become a "worship greeter'. When you come to church, put a smile
rugged eross was my on your face and a hand out to those you meet. May Good Shepherd
cross too - still gvery once again become known as the church of happines and joy. You are
brgath You drew was in my prayers; please keep me in yours.
Hallelujah !

God loves you and so do I,
Pastor Krahn

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
99 Central Park Road, Plainview, NY 11803
Phone : 516.349.1966
Email: church@gsplainview.org OR Natasha Pecora@gsplainview.org OR Vanessa Bigam@gsplainview.org

CHURCH website: gsplainview.com  SCHOOL website: gsplainview.org



OUR HEARTS HIS BIRTHPLACE
Rev. Dr. John H. Krahn

On Christmas Eve we hear and see beauty all around. Hearts are warmed at worship
in the Father’s house rejoicing over the Son’s birth. Candles glow, making a silent
statement that light replaces darkness. Banners boldly proclaim mysteries already
centuries unfurled. And a thousand stars remind us of that special one brightly
shining 2000 years ago.

Yet, it was another night which possessed an elegance unsurpassed...a starry, crisp
night as young travelers bedded down in a borrowed barn. Ox and ass are soon
disturbed by the painful groans of a young maiden laboring to bring forth her
firstborn while feeling alone and abandoned. Her sole help were two fumbling,
inexperience hands of a substitute father doing the best he could...trying to look
reassuring as his young wife’s face mirrors fear.

Finally, there was heard on earth a sound whose loveliness excelled that of the
heavenly choirs soon to invade the lives of sleepy shepherds. Air began filling tiny
lungs of an infant’s flesh by God. As the baby cried, tears moisten cheeks of mortals
not yet fully comprehending the fullness of the night’s meaning.

God had arrived as the Son of Man ! Salvation now was as near as two lips sucking
life from a mother’s breast. Old promises were being fulfilled in the morning hours
of sleepy Bethlehem.

On Christmas Eve sights and sounds of Jesus’ birth night mingle with present
realities. As we celebrate, we can open our pores to possibilities of life enhanced by
better tomorrows. Yet Bethlehem’s birth is only complete as Christ is born once
again...our hearts must become His birthplace...our lives, His home.



A Message 'rom Our
Church Council
President

Dear Good Shepherd Friends and Family,

Blessings to everyone as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. It’s a busy
time getting ready for the holidays, and I'd like to use this space to remind everyone about all the
wonderful things happening at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church this month.

We're thankful to have Pastor John Krahn as our Coverage Pastor. He’s been busy making calls,
visiting, catching up on pastoral responsibilities, and more. We'll soon see a few changes in our
services too.

Dec 3 Christmas Tree Lighting - After a slow start, the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony is
on track to be as wonderful as ever. We have the school crew to thank for all the planning, and a
last minute donation from a POB parent that made it possible to rent the stage. We’re hosting a
Christmas Carol sing-a-long in church after the ceremony instead of the usual service.

Dec 6,13, 20 Midweek Advent Services - Many thanks to the Worship and Music Committee
for planning all of our services, including the shared Wednesday night Advent Sandwich and
Service at 6:00 . We will once again share with Faith Lutheran, Syosset. Please check the
schedule for locations.

Dec 3,10,17 6:00PM services - continue

Dec 10 Greening of the Church - Everyone is welcome ! Even if you can’t do a lot of decorating,
keep us company as we decorate. We're expanding refreshments to include cider, and donuts, in
addition to coffee, and of course, wine and cheese. Children are welcome.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Dec 24 10:00AM - Faith Lutheran Church

Dec 24 5:30PM - Christmas Eve - Good Shepherd
Dec 24 11:00 PM - Christmas Eve - Good Shepherd
Dec 25 10:00 AM - Christmas Day - Good Shepherd

As you can see, we have a lot going on. Hoping you’ll join us and get in the Christmas spirit with
your Good Shepherd family. Invite family and friends, the more the merrier!

Anne Rickmeyer
Church Council President



A Message from our
School Director

Dear Friends and Families of Good Shepherd,

As we celebrate the season of Advent, we
prepare ourselves for the celebration of the birth
of our lord. The most important message we must
remind ourselves this Advent season is the gifts
that God has provided us. I hope this Advent
season brings health and happiness to all our
lives. May the true meaning of Christmas shine in
your heart and light your path. December is a
time that brings joy, happiness, and celebration
into our lives. Most importantly a time to reflect

and a time to spend with our loved ones.

I hope the Christmas season brings only
happiness and joy to you and your family. Thank
you for your continued support and generosity
during this holiday season. We ask if you can
continue to pray for our staff and families of

Good Shepherd.

Peace and Blessings,

Vanessa Bigam

Love, Give, & Share this

holiday season.

December Events

Christmas Tree Lighting will be held
on Sunday, December 3 at 5:00 pm
Our beautiful school Advent programs
will be held on December 12% & 14t at
6:00 pm in our church.

Little Elves shopping will take place in
our gymnasium on December 12th -15%-
Christmas classroom parties will take
place the week of December 18t
Christmas spirit week also begins the
week of December 18th,

Winter recess begins the week of
December 25", Merry Christmas &

Happy Holidays to all!




. Gisela Confortt (12/1)
& Alexander Cowrvievi (12/1)
Borwnie McGowawv (12/2)
® Deborah Steinhilber (12/2)
Mavtha Peterson (12/4)
¢ Bawry Brogagy (12/4)
Karl Burfeindt (12/10)
JeffEisele (12/11)
Dioane Maisch (12/17)
Briowmw Masi (12/19)
Cawol Burfeindt (12/22)
Jacksonw Mulada (12/23)
Cawol Berawdino- (12/25)
Standey Bawtkow (12/30)
Nick DeFillipis (12/31)

Te all Becemben- beun, may youwn days be (illed
brings te all the world !
Happy Binhudoy !



BLESSTNGS

In the month of November, we prayed for the following Good Shepherd Lutheran Family & Friends:

Shannon Agres Alison Carey

Celine Colon Erik Cuvio

Ray Gorka John Potocnik

Emmy Quatraro Brittany Thomas Wanko

While some may no longer be on our prayer list, please keep them close in your thoughts & prayers.

This is a gentle reminder that all prayer requests are added to, and remain in, our weekly worship
bulletins for three weeks. If you need a loved one to remain on the prayer list for an additional three
weeks, please contact Natasha Pecora in the church office at natasha.pecora@gsplainview.org or call
516-349-1966. There is power in prayer ~ please let us know if you, or a loved one, are in need so that

we can be there for each other.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SOCIAL MINISTRY TEAM
who collected and delivered 187 Ibs. of food to the New Life Center for Thanksgiving !

In total, for the Thanksgiving food drive, Good Shepherd Lutheran congregants and school families
donated 309 Ibs. of food and $120 in supermarket gift cards to those in need !! Thank to you our amazing
Social Ministry team for organizing, managing and delivering our Thanksgiving Food Drive donations to
those less fortunate than we are. Please keep in mind that, although our Thanksgiving Food Drive is over,
the need for food is never satisfied. Please feel free to donate food to the church year round and our Social

Ministry team will ensure that it is delivered to the New Life Center.



THANK YOU PROPERTY & GROUNDS COMMITTEE
FOR KEEPING OUR CHURCH AND SCHOOL SAFE !

Below, please find pictures of the amazing work that our Property & Grounds Committee
has been planning, organizing and executing to the church and school grounds to ready them
for a safe winter ! Anthony Vollono and Hugh Whitenack, along with Ronn Hall, have removed
overhanging branches from wires, have pruned trees, vine and bushes, and have supervised
the removal of severly diseased, damaged and leaning pine trees from the parsonage's
backyard. They also ensured the safety of our school children by removing a neighbor's
overhanging branches that were impeding our playground. After inspecting our property,
they discovered a tree in the parking lot that had broken and up ended our cement, making
for a dangerous situation. Furthermore, the tree was blocking light from a parking lot lightpost.
As aresult, the tree was removed, in addition to a leaning pine tree in the back area of the church.

Anthony, Hugh and Ronn are always looking for volunteers to lend a hand for future property
and grounds projects. If you are able to volunteer your time and efforts, please give Anthony
a call at 516-729-7586.
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sV WORSHIP ASSISTANTS DECEMBER SCHEDULE
S~ ~
—_~VNorship
oCksistants!
SERVICE PRESIDING ASSISTING
DATE TIME MINISTER MINISTER LECTOR USHERS ACOLYTE ALTAR GUILD

DECEMBER 3 8:00am Nancy Rakoczy Deacon Jim Blewett
Ist Sunday of Advenr 10:15am Nancy Rakoczy Ronn Hall Sue Devine & Carol Koenig Isabelle Moran Joann Schulz-Dellacona

Jeff Kasan Debbie Dexter

Evening Service 6:00pm TBD TBD

DECEMBER 10 8:00am Deacon Jim Blewitt Deacon Jim Blewett
2nd Sunday of Advenr 10:15am Pastor Bob Wollenberg Lori DeFillipis Donna Hickey & Joan Vanacek TBD Anne Rickmeyer
Evening Service 6:00pm TBD TBD Jeff Kasan Debbie Dexter

DECEMBER 17 8:00am Pastor Gary Schulz Deacon Jim Blewett

3rd Sunday of Advent 10:15am Pastor Gary Schulz Anne Rickmeyer Jackie Arce & Roger Mueller TBD Anne Rickmeyer
Evening Service 6:00pm TBD TBD Jeff Kasan Debbie Dexter
_0--—-ee--- e
DECEMBER 24 8:00am NO SERVICE

4th Sunday of Advent 10:00am SERVICE @ FAITH LUTHERAN

Christmas Eve Service 5:30pm Pastor Gary Schulz Ronn Hall Sue Devine & Roger Mueller TBD Joann Schulz-Dellacona
Christmas Eve Service 11:00pm Pastor Gary Schulz Anne Rickmeyer TBD Leah Jansky oann Schulz-Dellacona

DECEMBER 25 10:00am Nancy Rakoczy TBD TBD Donna Hickey TBD TBD
Christmas Day

Our vocalists, Veronica Nguyen St. John, Alison Carey and Lois Fassino, will share their musical talents with us at each service listed above.
Our videographer, Ethan Eoanidis, will record the 10:15am service for viewing on each Sunday.
Anne Rickmeyer and Gisela Conforti organize and tend to the flowers that beautify our church each week.

As always, we would LOVE to welcome additional congregants to join our team of worship assistants. Please consider becoming an assisting minister, an usher or a lector. We need
everyone's help to continue the ministry of Good Shepherd, If you would like to become a part of this most special team, please contact Roger Mueller @ rogmuellerl@gmail.com
or Natasha Pecora @ natasha.pecora@gsplainview.org.



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Please help us adorn our church nave with beautiful poinsettias
and peace lilies for the Christmas season !!
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If you would like to purchase a Christmas plant for Good Shepherd, kindly complete the
form below and place it in the offering basket or return it to the church office no later

than Sunday December 17th. Each plant is 6” and costs $10.00 to purchase. Unfortunately,
LATE ORDERS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

# of red poinsettias # of white poinsettias # of peace lilies

# of red and white cyclamen

Donated by (your name):

In Loving Memory of:

In Honor of:

Amont enclosed: $

Please indicate your preference below:
I will take my plant home after December 25th,

[ will leave my plant with the church to share with
someone who needs holiday cheer.
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FOHRISTMAS

t Good Shephevd Lutheran School

Sunday,
i3 ’?‘\ Please save the date to watch your child
jz@: perform in our annual Advent Program:
4 Tuesday, December 12t
Fistmas Tree # “UTTERFLIES, DINOSAURS & FOXES
T hiine | a0 e Thursday, December 14th
- U o U - R TIGERS & LOVEBUGS
case join us as we . ke, - Please bring your child back to school
ol B at 5:30 for a 6:00pm show time !

njoy performances ¥ sf-
by the Plainview-
Old Bethpage High

School Choir and ~ - - _— T
sing-a-long as we
count down the

Further details to follow 1

- Please join in the festivities on the following davs
moment_s t N S..amta TG TP o bv dressing accordinely during the week of
Claus’ visit with - $ 5l December 18t thri Decemher 2 2rd:
much ceremony I ' -

Gather with love MONDAY  wear red and oreen attire

and cheer as Santa TUESDAY wear vour favorite Christmas Pls
lights our tree and WEDNESDAY uely sweater dav

greets our children 1 THURSDAY crazv Santa / FIf hat dav

Prior to the tree FRIDAY wear vour finest Christmas attire
lighting, please join

us for a special s 1;‘ e r—E"
holiday puppeteer =5~ BRI North Pole mailbox will be arriving at Good ~ .ﬁ,

show at 4pm — the Shepherd on November 2 7th. Please be sare to write 1{00?(:

school gym. Tickets . i " y

are still available T etter to Santa and drop in our mailbox so he receives i+ Iey
_#; Christmas ...

.. CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY CLASSROOM PARTIES WILL TAKE PLACE DURING THE WEEK OF
DECEMEBER 18™ THRU DECEMBER 2280, FURTHER DETAILS WILL FOLLOW SHORTLY FROM
YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER.

‘If\
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