GOOD SHEPHERD

LUTHERAN A Message From
CHURCH & SCHOOL .
Our Pastor,

™ Rev. Dr. John H. Krahn
JANUARY 2024 Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

NEWSLETTER [ pray that your Christmas was spiritually enriching and joyous. And
now [ want to wish you a New Year filled with happiness and good

health. I thank God for you and the opportunity to serve the Lord
with you at Good Shepherd.

wa To You The Church Council has welcomed me to increase my ministry with
In the New Year ! you to half-time status. This is what I proposed feeling that the
limitations of being just a Coverage Pastor would not serve you well.

Celebrating 71 yeans in

Ged’s Sewice

"al’ peace |ill Until you call a full-time, permanent pastor, I am honored to be the
your worfd, pastor of Good Shepherd.
(ove i We need to put the upsetting issues of 2023 behind us and commend
may p P g
your home them to a merciful and forgiving God. There is nothing we can do now

. to change them. We can't go forward while looking in the rear-view
with confentment mirror of where we have been. Instead, seeking God's direction and

and happines) too ! power, we endeavor to be the best church we can be. We need
h IOOWM Wayh, everyone to commit to helping make 2024 one of the best years in

His year Good Shepherd's history.
of hew day Therefore, once again I remind you to pray for Good Shepherd each

. > and every day. Also commit to worshipping our Lord each week. And
be Iy"“”d’ with sweet be willing to practice the Christ like virtues of love and forgiveness. If
b&Mw jot you I we all commit to these three things, I believe the new year will be one

of our best.

“a") Y New Year !! On January 7th at 8:00am and 10:15am, I will be leading worship. I
look forward to meeting and greeting all of you. The sermon title is
"The Greatest Jewel that can Adorn our Body." We worship because
the Lord both desires and deserves it. And we need to receive Holy
Communion for our spiritual health and well-being,

Please feel free to call me (631-720-6179). You can also share anything
with me via email (johnkrahn4@gmail.com). [ am here to be your
pastor.

God loves you and so do [,
Pastor Krahn

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
99 Central Park Road, Plainview, NY 11803
Phone : 516.349.1966
Email: church@gsplainview.org OR Natasha.Pecora@gsplainview.org OR Vanessa Bigam@gsplainview.org

CHURCH website: gsplainview.com SCHOOL website: gsplainview.org



Message From Our
Church Council
President

Dear Good Shepherd Friends and Family,
I'd like to wish everyone a happy, healthy and spirit filled New Year !

As Good Shepherd starts 2024, we re looking forward to a transformative year. Although we can't
forget the happenings of our recent past, the road to a better, more vibrant Good Shepherd Church,
is ahead of us. I'm asking everyone reading this to join me, and your Church Council, to commit in
your heart and your head, to support each other as we move forward, not look back.

A big step forward is that Council was able to arrange with Pastor Krahn to stay with us in an
expanded pastoral role, past his original deadline in March. He will be with us until we get a full
time pastor, or until other circumstances intervene. Please come to the "Meet & Greet" with Pastor
Krahn on Sunday, January 7th in the school gym immediately following the 10:15am worship
service.

Other big steps forward include that Council completed two of the four requirements that Synod
asks of all churches going into a call process. We set a completion date for the end of January for the
other two requirements to be completed. Our task force reviewing our Constitution and bylaws
worked through the holidays and made great progress. It is now up to Synod to recommend a
training program for Council and the Call Committee to complete Anti-Bias Training. After
everything is submitted to Synod, we wait for them to reivew our documents and put us into the
Call Process stream. It is then up to Pastor Krahn to let them know we are ready for a new pastor.

Please understand that there are very few candidates available, and we will be 8th in line to have an
opportunity to interview.

Your council is also committed to implementing your suggestions from the Kaleidoscope report.
For this to happen, it means that everyone needs to get involved. We'll be asking for volunteers to
help out at a social event, or at a church service, or on a committee or task force. Good Shepherd
needs more Assisting Ministers, Altar Care, Property & Grounds, Social Ministry and Parish Life
volunteers. All children age 7 and older are invited to become Acolytes. This is a great way for the
younger member of our church to get involved. Please contact Natasha Pecora in the church office if
you are interested in joining our wonderful committees.

In the coming weeks you'll be hearing about other opportuntities to get involved. We hope you'll
find a way to participate.

Yours in Christ,
Anne Rickmeyer
Church Council President



A MESSACE FROM
OUR SCHOOL
PIRECTO
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Dear Families and
Friends of Good
Shepherd School:

Happy New Year!! Let's ring in 2024
with open arms. | hope this year
gives you peace, good heath, and
happiness. This month we are
teaching your children all about
winter and have many fun activities
planned as we slide into the winter
season. | hope this new year allows
you to spend more quality time with
the people you love. We ask of you
to continue to pray for our staff and
families at this time.

Blessings,
Vanessa Bigam

Winter
Wonderland

This January, we will be working
on your child's language goals
while we talk about the
following themes:

e Winter

e Snow & snowmen

Winter clothing
e Arctic animals
Hibernation

Winter
Reading

Reading winter books are a
great way to introduce literacy
skills to children and it also
creates an environment for
collaboration and engagement.
Here are some winter books we

read in school.
e How to Catch a Snowman

That's not my Polar Bear

The Snowy Day

January
Events

* Book Fair January 8th-12th

* Parent Teacher Conferences
January 10th, 11th & 12th

 Entire School Closed on
January 15th in observance of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day




JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

CONGREGANTS
CELEBRATING

SCHOOL STUDENTS & STAFF

CELEBRATING

Meridith Moran - 1/02 Esther Lee - /8
Gavin Jansky - 1/02 Aiden Lovell - 13
Deborah Dexter - 1/06 Aarin Sachar - 113
Lauren Sammon ~ 1/06 Teddy Asimakopoulos - 114
Alison Carey ~ 1/09 Hudson Harkin - /15
Danielle DeFillipis ~ 1/11 Robert Bellofatto -~ 1/16
Liam Broggy - 1/11 Andrew Tsounis - /18
John Bird -~ 112 Harper Craig - 119

John Hulver ~ 1/14 Henry Kim - 1/22
Logan Ballew ~ 1/15 Maria Sakellaris ~ 1/27
Lois Fassino ~ 1/16 Aaron Uthup -~ 1/27
Evelyn Vargas - V17 Dylan Lee - 1/31

Ronald Maisch - 1/18
RoseAnn Mueller ~ 1/20 s p HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, W
Keegan McGowan - 1/20 'P HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, N

Cathy Vollono - 1/21 HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR LOVED ONE,
Mary-Lynn Eisele ~ 1/21 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU !l
Dick Carr -~ 1/23
Ronn Hall - 1/25

Christopher Bristol - 1/25
Quinn Figlo -~ 1/25

JANUARY ANNIWERSARIES

THE "NEWLYWEDS" HAPPILY MARRIED ON... |

Lauren & William Sammon January 2
Sara & William Bodeker January 4 \’f \ .(

%
\




New Year Prayers and
Blessings

In the month of DECEMBER, we prayed for the following friends and loved ones. As we begin the
new year, let us continue to keep them in our hearts, thoughts and prayers.

Brittany Thomas Wanko Ray Gorka
The Bird Family Michael Ferrara
Ivan Spaleta Carolyn Bayerkohler
Peter LaBarbara Jim Mason
Celine Colon Susan Ferraro
RoseAnn Mueller Mario Spiciarich
David Cronin

This is a gentle reminder that all prayer requests are added to, and remain in, our weekly worship
bulletins for three weeks. If you need a loved one to remain on the prayer list for an additional three
weeks, please contact Natasha Pecora in the church office at natasha.pecora@gsplainview.org or call
516-349-1966. There is power in prayer ~ please let us know if you, or a loved one, are in need so that

we can be there for each other.

Welcome to our newest member

On Sunday, December 17th Pastor Gary Schulz baptized Peyton Kathryn Sonnenberg at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. We welcome Peyton to God's family and ours !
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CHRISTMAS

at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School

What a beautiful Christmas season we celebrated at Good Shepherd this year:

Tree Lighting on December 3rd

We were delighted to continue our Christmastime tradition of lighting the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Christmas tree on the first Sunday of Advent ! School families, congregants and community members
braved the weather as we enjoyed beautiful music performed by our vocalists, Veronica Nguyen St.
John and Alison Carey, our school children and the Plainview Old-Bethpage a capella groups. Much to
the delight of our school children, the rain did not keep Santa away as he arrived on a fire turck to
help us countdown to the lighting of our Christmas tree. 3-2-1 and our 30ft. tree was alight in
beautiful multi-colored lights for the Plainview community to enjoy ! At the conclusion of the tree
lighting ceremony, guest joined us for hot chocolate and cookies in the narthex and enjoyed an
evening of traditional carols during our 6pm worship service. It was a special night indeed !
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Greening of the Chuurch o

b
\/

R
- S

Thank you to all of the congregants who remained after 10:15am worship service on December 10th to
beautify our narthex and nave and tranform our worship space from theAdvent season to the festive
beauty of Christmas. We tied bows and hung wreaths, placed window candelabras and aisle candle
holders. We trimmed the tree with lights and ornaments, roped evergreens in the narthex and hung
Crismons in the rear window. So many helping hands made light work for all ! We enjoyed some lite

bites and cheese and wine. The greatest joy came from spending time together!




Good Shepherd Lutheran School held their annual Advent Program with the school children on
December 12th and 14th. Our nursery and pre-k students were very excited to welcome their friends
and families to our chapel to proclaim the story of Jesus' birth. They told stories and sang hymns to
show everyone what they had learned about the night our Savior was born. We extend a special thank
you to Mrs. Alison Carey for orchestrating the evening and to our teachers and assistants for
practicing and preparing our performers for this very special event !

Sunday dchoof Pageant on Decerber T7Hh
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Much in the way that our school children learned, practiced, prepared and performed the story of
Jesus' birth for the school's Advent program, more than 15 Sunday School students lovingly told the
story of that birth that brought joy to all the Earth during our Christmas Pageant at the 10:15am
worship service on December 17th. A special thank you to Cathy Vollono and all of our Sunday School
teachers for organizing this beautiful and meaningful performance.
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CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church was aglow in warm candlelight for our Christmas Eve vigil at both
5:30pm and 11:00pm. 120 congregants joined us to celebrate Christmas with their church family. Many
thanks to Pastor Gary Schulz who presided over our Christmas Eve services and Pastor Diane
Wildow who presided over Christmas Day.
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TO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE

lety 2ndgunday dt6pm

1714. 2/71. 3/70. 4/714. 5/12. 6/9

Through contemporary worship, our goal is to be renewed and encouraged
by bearing testimony to the remarkable work the Lord is doing in our lives
through the power of the Spirit. We welcome you to sing, praise

Join us for innevdlive praise and wership,
soulful refleclion, engaging prayer and se much mere!



